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PREFACE.

THE materials for the present volume have been gath-
ered from many and varied sources, and their collection
has provided for the author a pleasant relaxation from
other studies during several years. A wide acquaintance
among Scots resident in this country and in Canada has
not only directed him to original sources of information,
but has, in various ways and for many reasons, shown
him the desirability of the compilation of such a work.

Even as now presented, the theme cannot be said to be
exhausted. What is printed has been mainly selected
from a mass of material, for it was found that the sub-
ject was too extensive to be fully covered in a single
volume, while every day brings to the front some fresh
incidents in this history-making age which deserve a
place in such a record. Still, enough has been written, it
is thought, to bring out into clear relief the main pur-
pose the author had in entering upon its compilation, the
demonstration of the fact that in the building up of this
great Republic in all that has contributed to its true
greatness and perfect civil and religious liberty, Scots-
~_men have, at least, done their share.

It is a pity that a work like this was not attempted a
century ago, for much of the early history of the Scot in
America has now been lost or has become so mingled
with the general trend of events that it has become un-
distinguishable from the mass. Most of the early Scotch
colonists crossed the sea in search of fortune, but a large
number found a domicile in America under circumstances
which, though sad, reflected honor upon themselves. De-
votion to principle is a wonderful factor in the greatness
of any country, and such prisoners as those landed in
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Boston from the John and Sara in 1652 (as related at
Page 48) must have done much to supplement and
strengthen the stern uprightness inculcated upon New
England by the Pilgrim Fathers. These expatriated Scots
fought for a principle at Dunbar, and the principle that
makes men take up their arms in its defense on the
field of battle is one that is not likely to be abandoned
merely on account of worldly reverses or a backward
tide in the fortunes of war. So, too, in the time of the
Covenant, we find many traces of men and women who,
after suffering imprisonment at home for their religious
sentiments, were shipped to America as the easiest way
to further punish and silence them. Thus the student of
Scottish history comes across many items like the fol-
lowing, which is quoted from the statistical account of the
Parish of Glassford, Lanarkshire, written in 1835 by the
Rev. Gavin Lang, whose son, bearing the same name,
afterward became a minister in Montreal and one of the
best-known clergymen in Canada. It is an extract from
the records of the Kirk Session of Glassford. “ Item—
In 1685 Michael Marshall and John Kay were both taken
prisoners for their nonconformity, and banished and sent
over sea to New Jersey in America. The said Michael
stayed several years in America. After the late happy
revolution, [1688,] designing to come home, he was taken
prisoner at sea and was carried to France, where he was
kept a year and a half in prison and endured great hard-
ships before he was delivered.”

1t may be supposed from the above that the Covenant-
er, Kay, remained in New Jersey, or, at all events, in
America, and it seems a pity that, if he left any descend-
ants, their pedigree should not be known, as next to de-
scent from a Mayflower Pilgrim, no more honorable
start for an American genealogical tree than the name of
this Presbyterian martyr could be imagined. It is, in fact,
an interesting study to follow the fortunes of Scotch fam-
ilies in America, and while sometimes they drop out of
sight among what John Knox pleasantly called the “ ras-
call multitude,” the majority remains in the van in what-
ever sphere of life they have attained.
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The descendants of Principal Witherspoon of Prince-
ton can be traced in honorable positions in the ministry
and the professions to the present day. Andrew Wodrow,
the eldest son of Robert Wodrow, the famous Scotch
Church historian, emigrated to Virginia in 1768, and
when the Revolutionary War broke out he entered the
ranks of the Colonists and did his part in consolidating
the Colonies into a nation, rising in the service to the
grade of Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry. Many of the
descendants of the old historian are yet to be found in
America, mainly in Virginia, principal among whom may
be mentioned the President of South Carolina College,
the Rev. Dr. J. Woodrow, the additional vowel having
been introduced in the name to preserve its sound, a cus-
tom which is widely prevalent, and which has helped
more than aught else to obliterate many traces of the do-
ings of the early American Scots. This fashion of alter-
ing the spelling of names is unfortunately much more
common than is generally supposed. Thus Douglas be-
comes “Douglass ”; Watt, “ Watts”; Urquhart, “ Urk-
art 7; Patrick, “ Partrick ”; Napier, “ Napper "; Mackin-
tosh “ Mackentash ”; Gibson “ Gipson ”; Semple ““ Sarm-
ple,” and so on.

A case in point is that of the Gilmor {amily of Baltimore,
whose original patronymic in Scotland was Gilmour. As
the history of this family in America is an interesting one,
not only for showing how cach successive generation has
kept in the front ranks of professional and business so-
ciety, but for illustrating how the Scot by intermarriage
soon becomes a member of the most aristocratic local
families, the following notice, from “ Harper’s Magazine ”
for June, 1882, may not inappropriately be introduced
here, especially as, further on, it will be found that the
carly New York Scots, the Livingstones, Barclays, Watts,
and others equally strengthened their social position in
the community by marrying into the old Dutch families
—the salt of the New Amsterdam community:

“Four generations of the Gilmor family have been
prominent in the business and social circles of Baltimore.
Robert Gilmor, the founder of the family in this country,
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was born at Paisley on the 1oth of November, 1748, and
christened the same day by the Rev. Dr. John Wither-
spoon, afterward of Princeton College. John Gilmor,
the father of Robert, was a wealthy manufacturer. At the
early age of seventeen his son displayed so great an ap-
titude for business that his father took him into partner-
ship. Within a year, however, from this time, Robert,
who had previously made several successful business
trips to London, now determined to further extend his
commercial enterprises, and with an assortment of goods
suitable for the American market, he embarked in 1767
for this country, and landed at Oxford, Maryland, toward
the end of September. This little place was then much
resorted to by the DBritish vessels to obtain the products
of the country. The young man realized $1,500 [rom his
venture, and being pleased with the country, determined
to settle there. While on a visit to Dorchester County
he made the acquaintance of his future wife, Miss I.ouisa
Airey, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Airey, with whose
brother he formed a partnership before he had been in
the country one year. On the 25th of September, 1771,
he married, and after being engaged in business on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland for over ten years, he re-
moved to Baltimore, believing it offered a wider field for
his business. Mr. Gilmor soon developed a character of
great prudence and industry, and showed a decided talent
for making money.

“ Among Mr. Gilmor’s business correspondents at this
date were Messrs. Thomas Willing and Robert Morris
of Philadelphia, both of whom were members of the Con-
tinental Congress, and the latter one of the Signers of th:
Declaration of Independence. They traded under the
firm of Willing & Morris. These gentlemen, together
with Mr. William Bingham, Mr. Willing’s son-in-law,
anticipating a treaty of peace after the surrender of Corn-
wallis, were desirous of forming an establishment at Am-
sterdam for the purpose of exporting more largely the
staple products of Maryland and Virginia, and deeming
Mr. Gilmor a suitable person to represent the concern
in Holland, they offered him a copartnership, which was
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accepted. In accordance with this arrangement, Mr.
Gilmor sailed with his family on the 27th of November,
1782, and arrived safely on the 12th of January, 1783, at
his destination, where they met Captain Joshua Barney,
on his way to America with the preliminary treaty of
peace between Great Dritain, France, and the United
States. At Paris Mr. Gilmor met John Adams, one of the
negotiators of the treaty of peace, who gave him a letter
addressed to Messrs. Wilhelm & Jan Willink, the bank-
ers of the United States in Holland, and one of the rich-
est houses in Europe. This was the beginning of a com-
mercial connection between the Gilmors and the Wil-
links which continued from father to son for upward of
fifty years, during which transactions took place to the
amount of many millions of dollars.

“ The house in Amsterdam, under the management of
Mr. Gilmor, soon commanded an extensive business, ex-
tending all over Europe, and to the West Indies and the
United States. Eventually the firm thus constituted was
broken up by the death of Mr. Samuel Inglis, one of the
Philadelphia partners. Mr. Bingham, who was at that
time living in London, wrote to Mr. Gilmor to come
there, with a view of arranging a partnership with him.
He did so, and the result was the establishment of the
firm of Robert Gilmor & Co. of Baltimore, in which Mr.
Bingham was the other member. By his successful en-
terprises to all parts of the world, Mr. Gilmor, in the
course of fifteen ycars, became one of the merchant
princes of Baltimore.

“In 1799 the business connection with Mr. Bingham
was dissolved, and Mr. Gilmor associated his two sons,
Robert and William, with him, under the firm name of
Robert Gilmor & Sons. The correspondents of the old
firm were continued to the new, and many years of com-
mercial prosperity followed. Robert Gilmor, Jr., did
most of the traveling for the firm, and was thus enabled
to combine pleasure with profit. Ie continued to take
the deepest interest in the prosperity of Baltimore to the
last, and died in 1849, universally lamented.

“ His younger brother, William, was married at an
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early age to Mrs, Marianne Drysdale, a young widow of
nineteen. She was a daughter of Isaac Smith of North-
ampton County, Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Gilmor had
twelve children. Their eldest son, Robert, was graduated
at Harvard in 1828, and afterward went to Europe as at-
taché to the legation with Mr. Rives, our Minister to
France. After remaining abroad, visiting places of inter-
est, and meeting with a great deal of attention, he re-
turned in the Autumn of 1829. It was his good fortune
during this trip to spend several days at Abbotsford with
Sir Walter Scott, and often referred to it with pleasure.
Mr. Gilmor’s country seat was Glen-Ellen, in Baltimore
County. He married Ellen Ward, daughter of Judge
Ward, of Baltimore, whose memory is cherished as one
of the most admired ladies that ever graced Baltimore
society. The IHon. Robert Gilmor, who has been for
more than twelve years one of the Judges of the Supreme
bench of Baltimore, is a son of this lady. He possesses
the love of art which is hereditary in his family, and owns
a number of fine paintings and engravings formerly pos-
sessed by his relative. Mr. William Gilmor, who mar-
ried Miss Key, a descendant of Francis S. Key, and Col.
Harry Gilmor, who won distinction as a dashing cavalry
officer in the Confederate service during the late war, are
brothers of Judge Gilmor.”

We might find similar accounts of the Scotch families
in the local histories of all the States, but the subject is
really limitless, and it presents itself to us in all sorts of
biographical reading, both in the old land and the new.
For instance, we read that Thomas Carlyle’s favorite sis-
ter still resides in Canada, which has been her home for
many years, and a brother of Dr. Livingstone long car-
ried on business at Listowell, in Ontario. A brother of
Mungo Park, an earlier African traveler, left three daugh-
ters, all of whom crossed the Atlantic, but every trace of
them has been lost. In the course of this work many
instances are given of the descendants of famous Scots
taking up their residence in the Western Hemisphere, and
in several cases the fortunes of entire families have been
followed from their transatlantic beginning to the pres-
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ent day. There is no more delightful or interesting
feature in connection with the Scot in America than
this branch of the subject.

In many portions of this work the author might be
criticised for having permitted the perfervidum ingenium
Scotorum to carry him apparently to extreme lengths in
speaking in terms of praise of his native land. If in this
respect the bounds of decorum have been exceeded, it has
arisen from no want of appreciation of or devotion to the
magnificent Republic of which he is proud to be a citi-
zen, and in which for many years he has found a happy
home. But there is nothing out of place in a heart beat-
ing as strongly at the sight of the Stars and Stripes as at)
a blink of the blue banner of old St. Andrew. The two
countries represented by these emblems have so muchin
common that love for the one necessarily implies love for
the other. But if some ultra American critic should con-
demn the writer on this score, he submits that he has
gone no further in his admiration than Americans them-
selves. In a letter to the writer a Roman Catholic prel-
ate, well known for his literary ability and for his devo-
tion to America, his native land, says:

“ While Scotsmen and their descendants all over the
world do not make as clamorous and sometimes offensive
show of their love for the Old Country as does the Celt of
Ireland, their devotion to the beauty, honor, success, and
grandeur of the dear old land is, in my opinion, far deep-
er and far more justified. It is wonderful, especially in
view of the scarcity of population, of the comparative
poverty of the soil, and from the unfavorable situation of
Scotland as regards the rest of Europe, what a noble
worldwide history she has, and how many great men she
has produced. While Scotland was ultimately benefited
by the Union, in the sense of material prosperity, the
smaller and poorer country exerted far more influence
on the politics, literature, and commerce of the wealthier
one. It is no idle boast that Scotsmen reduced Canada,
conquered India, suppressed the Sepoy mutiny, and have
furnished the United States with an immense number of
the most intelligent and loyal citizens.”
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Equally laudatory was the following tribute by another
American citizen, Consul Jenkinson of Glasgow, when
he said: “ The great body of the American people not
only entertain a feeling of friendship for the people of
Scotland, but also a sense of obligation, for much of what
they are they owe to the teaching and example of Scot-
land. If they believed in liberty and independence, it
was mainly due to what the Scots had taught them. If
they tried to elevate mankind morally and socially by a
thorough system of popular education, they but follow
the example of Scotland. If they refused to put on and
wear the shackles which bound the consciences of men
and prevented a full and free religious worship, they but
accepted the results of the long and severe contest waged
by the people of Scotland. They had not only drawn
upon the teaching and the example of the Scotch, but
they had to some extent appropriated their wisdom and
their genius in putting these into practice. At all times
since the history of their people began they had had
among them many distinguished statesmen who were
Scotsmen.”

After such tributes—and they might be multiplied by
the hundred—from men not to the manner born, the
author may be forgiven any apparent excess of enthusi-
asm to which he has been beguiled in the course of in-
diting the following pages. At the same time, no effort
has been made to cover up the backsliding of any par-
ticular individual, and now and again the author has felt
it necessary to expose the shortcomings of some com-
patriot who, to put it in the least offensive way, did not
come up to the national standard. There are not many
such, although it must be confessed the author has not
exerted himself very exhaustively in tryving to discover
them. Still, even with the most diligent search, the num-
ber of black sheep in the Scottish flock would be found
comparatively few. The national record in America is,
on the whole, a grand one. An instance is not on record
of a Scotsman being tried by Lynch law, or, with a single
exception, of one being tarred and feathered. But that
solitary, disagreeable event happened so long ago that it
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is difficult to understand the true inwardness of the case,
and for all we really do know the victim might have been
a martyr instead of an evildoer. He seems to have been
rather a dubious character, however, judging by the fol-
lowing account of him written by the late Benson J. Los-
sing, the American historian.

“ John Malcolm was a Scotsman who settled in North
Carolina after the famous rebellion of 1745 He was
aide to Gov. Tryon in 1771, when he went against the
Regulators. He afterward became a Custom House offi- .
cer at Falmouth, (now Portland,) in Maine, and early in
1774 he was in a similar position in Boston. He was an
insolent man. One day he struck a tradesman for an al-
leged insult, and a warrant was issued for his arrest. The
constable pretended he could not find him. A mob
gathered about his house, when he thrust a sword
through a broken window and wounded one of them.
They broke in, found him in a chamber, lowered him by
a rope from a window to a cart, took off his clothes,
tarred and feathered him, and dragged him through sev-
eral of the streets with a rope around his neck to Liberty
Tree. From there he was taken to a gallows on Boston
Neck, beaten, and threatened with death. In the course
of an hour he was conveyed to the extreme north end of
the town, and then, after being bruised, and benumbed
with cold for four hours, they took him back to his house.
What became of him afterward is not on record. He was
despised by both parties, and became equally malevolent
toward Whigs and Tories.”

Considerable space might have been devoted to the
humor of the Scot in America, but it was felt that such
a theme might more properly be left as the subject of a
monograph by some other investigator. Such a compila-
tion would not only be interesting in itself, but would
show that the race had lost none of its native] pawkiness |
by being transplanted, nay, would demonstrate rather
that it was broadened, that it was less dry, that it did
not require so much ““ thawing out” under the influence
of a few years’ alternate baking and freezing beneath
an American sky. Still, in these stories the Scot would
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be there with all his noted characteristics. Here is an
illustration in a story concerning dour Scotch obstinacy,
which was once told to a group in a New York hotel
by a middle-aged man of alert appearance and rapid,
nervous movements: ‘“ My father,” he began “ came over
about seventy-five years ago and settled in Michigan,
which, in that part, at any rate, was a semi-wilderness. As
the country grew more settled my father, from the mere
fact of his having been a pioneer, became very prom-
inent in civic affairs in the community. He was very
conscientious, but extremiely impatient of contradiction,
never understanding why a person could disagree with
him, when he was so plainly correct in his position.

“Well, one night, contrary to his usual custom, he did
not come home to supper. Eight o’clock came and the
whole family was in bed and still he had not arrived. It
was after 1 o'clock in the morning that his heavy step
was heard on the stairs. My mother, who had been anx-
ious, met him with a light in her hand.

“‘“Where have you been?” she asked, looking at him
seriously.

“‘ Been on a jury,” he growled.

“‘Why did you stay so late?’

‘¢ Stay so late? There were eleven obstinate devils on
that jury and it took me all night to convince them. ”

But such vain frivolities must not occupy us further,
and, besides, as this preface is already too long, we must
acknowledge several obligations, and so bring it to a
close.

In a volume like this many sources have been culled
to contribute in some way to its completeness, to fur-
nish information of more or less importance. It has been
difficult to determine in every case the printed authority
for much of the work, but where it has been possible the
authority has been pointed out. In a more general way
the author has been indebted to many of the publications
of Gen. James Grant Wilson, son of the sweet Scottish
poet of Poughkeepsie. To the volume on “Scottish Poets
in America,” by John D. Ross, LI.. D, is due much of
the information concerning living bards contained in
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Chapter XIV. Much useful information has also been
received from Mr. Robert Whittet of Richmond, Va.; Mr.
John Johnston, Milwaukee, and several others. Some of
the data contained in the chapter on Scottish societies
has been condensed from an earlier work by the author,
“Gt, Andrew: the Disciple, the Missionary, and the Pa-
tron Saint,” now nearly out of print.

It may be noticed that the references to the Scot in
Canada have not been by any means as full as they might
be. In fact, the writer has wandered across the St. Law-
rence only at intervals. To do otherwise would have
simply flooded these pages with sketches of a great ma-
jority of the very men who have made Canada a nation,
and, besides, the work has already been done in a thor-
oughly appropriate and lovable manner by W. J. Rattray
of Toronto. It may be mentioned, too, for reasons that
will be apparent and easily understood by any one who
has had any acquaintance with bookmaking in the
United States during the past thirty years, that only in a
comparatively few instances, and then merely to empha-
size some paricular point, have references been made to
living personages.

The writer now commends the volume to his country-
men and to all lovers of Scotland, with the fervent hope
that it may be the means of increasing, even in a little de-
gree, the reverence which has in the past been freely ren-

(%sred to the dear old land in the Great Republic of the
[est.






THE SCOT IN AMERICA.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

THE Scots in America, with truth, claim to be equally
loyal to the land they left and to the land of their adop-
tion. Were it at all necessary to prove how perfectly
just is this claim an abundance of evidence could readily
be presented. But the claim is generally allowed even
by the most rabid believers in “ Know Nothingism.”
From time to time movements have sprung up in
America directed against a particular race or nationality,
but no such attack has ever been made directly or indi-
rectly upon those hailing from Scotland. They have
generally been acknowledged as good exemplary citi-
zens, people who had, as a people, no axe to grind, and
who in all matters pertaining to America acted as citi-
zens, and from the standpoint of citizenship unswayed
by any claims of nationality. No politician, so far as is
known, ever figured on *‘ the Scotch vote,” nor did any
Scotch aspirant for political office ever count on the
“solid support” of his countrymen. In all matters per-
taining to the country the citizen of Scottish birth com-
pletely sinks his own original nationality and takes his
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2 THE SCOT IN AMERICA.

place simply and individually with the other citizens in
whatever matter is at issue.

The Scots at home somehow do not understand this.
They do not see how it is possible for a Scotsman to
remain loyal in heart to his own land and yet fight
against its government, as in the time of the Revolu-
tionary War, nor even how a feeling of regard for the
old nationality can remain in the breast of one who will-
ingly takes an oath which absolves him from all fealty
to the land of his birth,

But the Americans fully understand and appreciate it
all, and, as a result, no new citizens are more cordially
welcomed to the great republic than those who hail from
the Land o’ Cakes. All over the country the Scot is
looked up to with respect. He is regarded as an embod-
iment of common sense, a natural lover of civil and re-
ligious liberty, a firm believer in free institutions, in the
rights of man, in fair play, and exemplary in his loyalty
to whatever cause he may have adopted. They laugh
at his reputed want of wit, at his little idiosyncrasies, at
his dourness, at his dogged determination, at his want
of artificiality, and several other peculiarities, but admire
intensely the effectiveness of his work, the habit he has
of “getting there” in whatever he sets out to do, the
quiet way in which he so often climbs to the top, whether
in banking or professional or military circles, the public-
spiritedness he shows in all walks of life and his truly
democratic spirit.

The fact is, from the beginning of their history the
Scots have been model colonizers and have had the
happy faculty of making themselves perfectly at home
in all climes and in all circumstances. If we like to be-
lieve the earliest traditions, the Scots were originally a
tribe of Greece. The tribe went to Egypt and their
leader, as might be expected, became commander in
chief of the forces in that country and married Scota, the
daughter of the Pharaoh who flourished at that time, as
was eminently fitting and characteristic.  This Scotch
warrior and his followers, or some of them, had sense
enough not to be caught in the Red Sea when it swal-
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lowed up so many Egyptians, and when that catastrophe
occurred they left Egypt. Poverty stricken and deso-
late, the original Scottish chiefs had no further use for
the country, and so sought for other fields of usefulness.
Making their way.to Portugal they settled there, and
naturally enough their leading chief, Galethus by name,
became King. One of his descendants went to Ireland
with a host of followers and became monarch of that un-
happy country. They journeyed afterward to Scotland,
but where they will go next the believers in this legend
do not inform us, although some people assert that the
migratory movement has already set in, with America as
its objective point. There are other legends of the early
wandering habits of the primitive Scots, some of which
make them travel from Iceland, from Central Europe,
and from Asia, without ever touching «t Ireland at alil.
In fact, by the believers in these last theories the Irish
idea is regarded as a national slander. Then if we credit
the legend that Gaelic was the language spoken by
Adam and Eve while they resided in the Garden of Eden
and that Welsh was what they conversed in after their
ignominious expulsion from that earthly paradise, we
get an idea not only of the high antiquity but of the lost
estate of the early Scots.

However we may regard these legends, they all point
in an indefinite way to one fact—and some fact can al-
ways be evolved out of the wildest and most incoherent
mass of legends—that the pioneers of the Scottish peo-
ple of to-day were wanderers. This characteristic is
borne out by their later and better authenticated history.
We find them early noted in the military services of the
continent of Europe, fighting with courage and fidelity,
true soldiers of fortune, under whatever flag they hap-
pened to be enrolled, sometimes indeed, as in the case of
the famous Scots Guard of France, trusted with interests
deemed too sacred for the subjects of the realm they
served to protect. We find them, also, occupying lead-
ing positions at the various seats of learning, and the
history of such institutions as the Scots Colleges at aris
and Rome yet testify to the high regard in which the in-
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tellectual qualities of the nation were held even at a time
when the general standard of education in Scotland itself
was by no means high. There was hardly a position of
importance in Europe in which the influence of the Scot-
tish race was not at one time or other more or less di-
rectly felt, and what has been called the “ ubiquitousness
of the Scotch ™ has given rise to many curious yet amus-
ing stories, which, however, all have more or less truth
for their foundation. It is often asserted that when the
north pole shall be discovered a Scotchman will be found
astride of it, and we have read stories of Chinese man-
darins, Turkish pashas, and South Sea Island chiefs who
turned out on occasion to be natives of Scotland and
proud of their nationality.

A story which illustrates this is given in Peter Bu-
chan’s “ Historic and Authentic Account of the Ancient
and Noble Family of Keith.” It refers to an incident in
the life of the greatest of the LEarls Marischal—Fred-
erick the Great's most honored Field Marshal. Tt was
copied by Buchan from Dr. James Anderson’s ** Bee,” a
forgotten weekly publication issued for three years, be-
tween 1790 and 1793. ‘““ The Russians and the Turks, in
their war, having diverted themselves long enough in
murdering one another, for the sake of variety they
thought proper to treat of a peace. The commissioners
for this purpose were Marshal General Keith (born at
Inverugie) and the Turkish Grand Vizier. These two
personages met, with the interpreters of the Russ and
Turkish betwixt them. When all was concluded they
arose to separate; the Marshal made his bow with his
hat in his hand, and the Vizier his salaam with turban on
his head. But when these ceremonies of taking leave
were over, the Vizier turned suddenly, and, coming up
to Keith, took him freely by the hand and, in the broad-
est Scotch dialect, spoken by the lowest and most illit-
erate of our countrymen, declared warmly that ‘it made
him very happy, now that he was sae far frae hame, to
meet a countryman in his exalted station.” Keith stared
with all his eves, but at last the explanation came and
the Grand Vizier told him: ¢ My father was bellman of
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Kirkcaldy, in Fife, and I remember to have seen you, sir,
and your brother occasionally passing.””

The Scot abroad, however, does not always occupy
high places. Sometimes he misses the tide which leads
to fortune, but even then his national philosophical spirit
does not leave him, and he makes the best of his circum-
stances, whatever they may be. An instance of this, and
beyond question a true onme, is given in the Rev. Dr.
William Wright's very interesting work on “The
Brontés in Ireland.” He says: ~ On the coast of Syria
I once arranged with a ragged rascally looking Arab for
a row in his boat. My companion was a Scotch Hebrew
Professor. It was a balmy afternoon and we enjoyed
and protracted our outing. We talked a little to our
Arab in Arabic and much about him of a not very com-
plimentary character in our own tongue. I happened to
drop some sympathetic words regarding the poor
wretch, and suddenly his tongue became loosened in
broad Scotch and he told us his story. It was very sim-
ple. Twenty years before, the English ship on which he
served as a lad had been wrecked at Alexandretta, on
the northern coast of Syria. He swam ashore, lived
among the people of the coast till he became one of
themselves, and at the time we met him he was the hus-
band of an Arab woman and the father of a dusky prog-
eny. He was content with his squalid existence and
never again wished to see his native heather.”

The correctness of the last sentence is open to very
grave doubt; in fact, it could only have been written by
one who did not understand the Scottish character.
Doubtless it is true that the Arab boatman did not want
to revisit his native land in that character, and with its
attendant poverty. But could he have managed to
gather a few shekels together, the hope which every
Scotsman abroad has in his heart of hearts of returning
once more to his native land, even for a brief glimpse,
would have been ever present, and ever increasing in in-
tensity, as time passed on.

In spite, however, of their successes abroad, the Scots
at home, especially in these later days, do not seem to
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value the services which their wandering countrynien
have rendered to the glory of the old land, and have in
fact made its name be honored and respected all over the
world. Possibly this arises from a popular misconcep-
tion of one of Sir Walter Scott’s most carefully delin-
eated creations—Sir Dugald Dalgetty. He has been
held up to ridicule as a timeserver, a cut-throat, a man
without principle, and an embodiment of self. But there
was nothing in his character as portrayed by Sir Wal-
ter’s matchless pen to indicate that he was anything but
the honorable cavalier he invariably described himself as
being. His sword was his fortune, and he sold it to the
highest bidder, but he never broke an agreement or be-
trayed a trust. He served the flag under which he was
enrolled with the best of his ability, and his crowning
hope was to gather enough money to enable him to
spend his later years where his life began. His only
fault was his poverty, and his life was devoted to the re-
moval of that fault. After all, poverty at home has really
been the cause which has always inspired the Scot to
roam away from his native land. Said a well-known
Scotch banker in New York once to the writer: * is
poor, but then we were all poor when we came here. If
! we had not been poor there is not a Scotsman in the
\banking brsiness in New York who would ever have

dreamed of leaving Scotland. Why should we?”

To the Scot in America, the New World is a practical
reality and Scotland a reminiscence, a sentiment. He
throws himself with ardor into all things American, gives
to it his best endeavors, takes up all the duties of citizen-
ship, and does everythirz that lies in his power to pro-
mote the general wealth of the country by building up
its commerce, by developing its resources, and by adding
to its higher aspirations by widening and popularizing its
educational, artistic, and literary aspirations and oppor-
tunities. He becomes an integral part by active citizen-
ship in a commonwealth where the mere knowledge of
his nationality secures him at the outset a warm wel-
come, and is a factor in the individual or general favor
which enables him to mount ever higher without elic-
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iting jealousy or ill-fecling or ill-nature on the part of
the native element.

But he never forgets Scotland even though it becomes
simply a sentiment, although even when the chance
comes he does not forsake the interests and friendships
which have grown around him and return to his own
land, spend his gear, and enjoy a blink of affluent sunset
before the darkness of the long night comes on. All
over Scotland we find traces of the practical love which
the Scot in America entertains for the *“ Land o’ Cakes.”

In the parish records of Kirkcudbright is an entry of
the sum of £31 being left in 1803 by James R. Smyth of
New York, the interest of which was to be devoted to
the purchase of Bibles for the poor, and Robert Lenox
of the famous New York family of that name was mu-
nificent in his gifts to the poor in the Stewartry. Miss
Harriet Douglas, afterward Mrs. Congar of New York,
gave during her lifetime £100 to the service of the poor
in Castle Douglas and Gelston. Mr. John S. Kennedy
gave a beautiful piece of statuary to adorn the West End
Park of Glasgow, in which city he first learned the ele-
ments of business. Mr. Thomas Hope, merchant, New
York, bequeathed a considerable sum for the erection
and endowment of a hospital in his native place, Lang-
holm, Dumfrieshire, and that charitable foundation, after
considerable legal bickering, is now in successful opera-
tion. John McNider, once a noted merchant in Quebec,
left at his decease £40 to the poor of his native town of
Kilmarnock, and another Quebec merchant, John Muir,
left £50 to be distributed among the needy in the beauti-
ful Lanarkshire parish of Dalserf, where he started out
on the journey of life. Such evidences of kindly remem-
brance of the old land might be multiplied almost indefi-
nitely, and instances are constantly being added, from
the munificent donations of Andrew Carnegie, to the
smaller sums sent by less affluent but not less kindly
wanderers “ furth” of Scotland.

A noted Scottish-American benefactor of his native
parish was Robert Shedden of Beith, who was born
there in 1741 and was the representative of an ancient
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.

Ayrshire family. He went to Norfolk, Va., in 1759 and
entered into business there as a merchant. He married
a Virginia lady and evidently intended to settle perma-
nently in the country. When the Revolution broke out
he remained loyal to Britain and was compelled to take
refuge with his family on a British vessel, and soon after-
ward his property in Virginia was confiscated. After a
short stay in Bermuda he went to New York, and there
remained so long as the city was in the hands of the
British. Then he went to England, where he resumed
business as a merchant. His death took place in Lon-
don in 1826. The lands of Gatend, Beith, were purchased
by him and transferred to trustees, so that the rent, to
the annual value of £50, might be distributed in annuities
not exceeding £10 and not less than £35 among residents
of the parish. In connection with the same branch of
the Sheddens a celebrated case was tried in the Scotch
courts in 1861, in which a romantic story with incidents
on both sides of the Atlantic was unfolded. Its occasion
was the attempt of an American family of the name to
be declared legitimate and so acquire considerable prop-
erty in Ayrshire. But the attempt was not sustained by
the Scotch courts, nor by those in London before which
the case was carried on appeal.

In writing of the Scot in America we find the subject
so vast that it is difficult to present an adequate view of
the theme within the compass of a volume of ordinary
size. The materials are so extensive and the subjects
are to be found in so many and such varied walks of life
that what is here written can only be indicative, or sug-
gestive, of the important services the nat1onal1t\ has
performed in the mighty work of building up the North
American continent. We find the Scot wherever we
turn in banking circles, colleges, legislative halls, pul-

pits, the ﬁcrhtmg and the civil services, i editors’ sanc-

tums, merchants’ offices, and in the mechanics’ work-
shops and factories. About the only sphere in which
they have not shone is that of the prize ring, although a
gang of six New York Bowery toughs once found to
their cost that the Scots were born fighters, when a sim-
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ple looking wayfarer from Stranraer whom they essayed
to rob had them all sprawling on the sidewalk in front of
him before they exactly realized what had happened. It
is very seldom, too, that we hear of a Scot becoming
what is known as a practical politician, a political
* boss,” with all that the designation implies. The near-
est approach to it in the knowledge of the writer was the
late Police Justice Hugh Gardner of New York, who
was for several years regarded as the real leader of the
Republican party in that city. Judge Gardner was born
at Paisley in 1818, and long carried on business as a
dyer in New York in partnership with the late Matthew
McDougall, a native of Kilbarchan, who for many vears
held the office of United States Consul at Dundee. Gard-
ner driited into politics soon after his arrival here, and
was at one time a Police Commissioner, but, although
mixed up in all the “deals” and tricks and schemes
which then, as now, disgraced local politics in his adopt-
ed city, “ Hugh,” as he was familiarly called, passed
through them all unscathed in his personal character,and
died, as he had lived, with the reputation of an honest
politician. He was a warm-hearted man and an enthu-
siast about Scotland. He delighted, in a quict way, in
doing a good turn to his countrymen, by exerting his
influence in getting them appointed to official or other
employment over which he had any control; but woe to
the misguided wretch who cpenly boasted that the ties
of a common motherland gave him any undue claims for
assistance. Such a man in Gardner’s eyes was a “ fule.”
The only instance on record when he publicly did a good
turn to a Scotsman, as such, was in connection with the
first case he tried after his elevation to the bench. The
prisoner had been arrested for being * drunk and disor-
derly,” and in a Scotch accent promptly acknowledged
his guilt. “ Where are ye frae?” asked the Judge.
“ Frae Paisla,” replied the prisoner. “ Ye're dischairged,
but dinna mak a fule o’ yersel again,” was the Judge’s
decision. The next prisoner, a hod-carrier, * with the
map of Ireland depicted all over his face,” as the Judge
said when telling the story afterward, “ tried the Paisley
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game, but I gied him a lang enough sentence to make
up for the ither fellow, an’ sae justice was satisfied.”
Hugh Gardner was brusque in his manner, but he was
liberal, generous, and sympathetic, and showed these
qualities in many ways, but always in ecach instance with
the admonition to “ say naething aboot it.”

In treating of the influence of the race, the question of
what is being done by people of Scottish descent should
be borne in mind, although it is difficult at times to trace
out the line of descent in a country where few people
claim an ancestral tree, and where 99 per cent. of the
population boast of having Scotch blood in their veins.
It is not proposed here to deal with the achievements of
others than natives of Scotland except in a few instances
which are adduced mainly for the sake of showing that
the influence of a Scottish progenitor goes on through
many generations. An instance of this, one that most
readily occurs at the moment, is that of the American
family founded by John Graham.

_ Mr. Graham was a native of Edinburgh, where he was
born in 1604, and claimed descent, whether rightly or
wrongly there are no means of determining, from one of
1the Marquises of Montrose. He was educated for the
medical profession at Glasgow, practiced for a short
time in Londonderry, and with some emigrants from the
North of Ireland crossed the Atlantic in 1718 and took
up his residence at Exeter, New Hampshire. While
there he studied for the ministry, and in time became a
minister at Stafford, Conn. From that charge he re-
signed for the frankly expressed reason that its emolu-
ments were insufficient for his support, and in 1733 he be-
came pastor of a church at Woodbury, Conn., where he
remained for about forty years, or till his death in 1774,
Mr. Graham was a powerful and popular preacher an
was the author of several works, all of which, being con-
troversial in their nature, are now very properly forgot-
ten. His son, Andrew, was intense in his American pa-
triotism. e was one of the most outspoken advocates
for separation from the motherland when the events
began which led to the Revolution of 1776, and in the
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war which accompanied it he took an active part. At
the battle of White Plains he was captured by the Brit-
ish, but was released after the surrender of Cornwallis.
Later he represented Woodbury for many years in the
Connecticut Legislature. One of the sons of this pa-
triot—Andrew—became recognized, before his death in
1841, as the most noted criminal lawyer in New York,
and yet another son, John Hodges Graham, entered
the navy as a m1dsh1pman in 1812 and two years later
had command of Commodore McDonough’s flagship in
the famous engagement on Lake Champlain. In 1849
he became a Captain in the American navy, and died,
full of years and honors, in 1878. Another grandson of
the Scottish preacher, John Lorimer Graham, long a
lawyer of eminence in New York, was Postmaster of that
city between 1840 and 1844, and his services as such
were recognized as being of great value to the com-
munity.

Then, too, we find Scotsmen doing good work for the
country and for humanity in ways that can hardly be
classified for the purposes or scope of this work. A
case in point is that of William Steel, once one of the [
most noted and practical of ‘that band of Abolitionists
and social reformers who did so much to mitigate the
horrors of slavery, to make it unpopular, and finally
were the means of bringing about the removal of that
most baneful of institutions from the American social
system. Steel was born at Biggar, Lanarkshire, in 1809,
and settled in or near Winchester, Va., with his parents,
in 1817. Afterward he moved to Ohio. There he was
soon noted for his hatred of slavery, and he became one
of the most successful workers on the once mysterious
“underground railroad ” by which so many slaves were
carried to places where their liberty was secure, where
the words in the Declaration of Independence that “all
men are created equal” meant more than a figure of
speech or were held to apply to any particular class or
race. Steel used to boast that no slave was ever retaken
after getting into his hands, and the boast was amply
borne out by facts. He had many curious experiences,
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many hairbreadth escapes while carrying on this humanc
work, but he passed through them all unscathed. As for
many years he was regarded as the leader of the aboli-
tionists in Ohio, he was a marked man and, had circum-
stances permitted, the slave owners, in Virginia especial-
ly, would have made of him a terrible example. Indeed,
they at one time offered a reward of $5,000 for his head,
but he only laughed at all such evidences of ill-will
and even offered to carry his head on his own shoulders
into the enemy’s territory if the money was placed in re-
sponsible hands so that he was sure it would be paid
after they had completed their intentions and satisfied
their hate. Notwithstanding his engrossing labors in
connection with the anti-slavery crusade, Steel acquired
a moderate fortune in business, but it was swept away in
the financial panic of 1844. He lived to see the princi-
ples for which he had worked so hard become com-
pletely successful, although at a terrible cost, and the
last few years of his life were pleasantly spent with his
sons, at Portland, Oregon. There he died in 1881.
Mention might be made here aiso of another noted
_abolitionist worker, Judge Jamed Brownlee of Ohio. He
was born in a hamlet near Glasgbw in 1801, and used to
boast that many of his ancestors had fought “For Christ’s
Crown and Covenant.” He settled in the United States
in 1827, and three years later his parents and the rest of
the family followed him. They bought a beautiful tract
of land in Mahoning County, Ohio, and prospered great-
ly. In his “ Historical Collections of Ohio” Henry Howe
writes: “ For his first thirty years in this country Judge
Brownlee was engaged chiefly in the buying and selling
of cattle, purchasing yearly thousands and thousands of
cows and beeves for the great markets of the West and
East. He was always active in politics, an enthusiastic
and ardent Whig; but while acting with the Whigs he
astonished the Abolitionists by attending an indignation
meeting held at Canfield against the passage of the Fugi-
tive Slave law, when he drew up a resolution so auda-
cious that the committee feared to adopt it, it seeming
treasonable. He offered it personally, and it was car-
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ried in a whirl of enthusiasm. It was ‘ Resolved, That,
come life, come death, come fine or imprisonment, we
will neither aid nor abet the capture of a fugitive slave;
but, on the contrary, will harbor and feed, clothe and
assist, and give him a practical godspeed toward lib-
erty, * * * Judge Brownlee held many positions of
public and private trust. For years he held his life in
jeopardy, having repeatedly heard the bullets whistling
around his head when obliged to visit certain locailites
still remembered for their opposition to the [civil]war
and the operations of the revenue system. He died Jan-
uary 20, 1879, at Poland, Ohio. He was a stanch Pres-
byterian, and his friends were numbered among the rich
and the poor, who found in him that faith and charity
which make the whole world kin.” A daughter of this
typical Scot—Mrs. Kate B. Sherwood—has contributed
several volumes of high-class verse, including many
stirring lyrics, to the literature of her own country, the
country of her father’s adoption.

In quite another although possibly less important de-
partment of usefulness old John Allan, the once noted"
antiquary and book collector, might be recalled. He
was born at Kilbirnie, Ayrshire, in 1777. His father
was a “ small farmer ” there and, like most people of his
class, had a hard task in constantly wrestling with the
soil to produce enough to make ends meet, and so the
family became scattered in early life, after their school-
ing was completed. John crossed the Atlantic in 1794
and, settling in New York, got a position as clerk. Aft-
erward he became a collector of accounts and real estate
agent, but he never acquired what would even then be
called moderate wealth. Therefore it is extraordinary
how he managed to gather such a wonderful variety of
curiosities, antiquities and literary treasures of all sorts.
His house at 17 Vandewater street was a veritable mu-
seum. It was crowded from cellar to attic with books,
pictures and knick-knacks of all ages and countries.
Allan had a particular penchant for collecting snuff-boxes
—a hobby which was once a favorite one among Scotch
antiquaries—and his possessions in this field were more



14 THE SCOT IN AMERICA.

numerous than had ever before been gathered together
in America. He had also a craze for illustrating books—
a craze which is by no means to be commended, or which
would ever be entertained by one who loved literature
for its own sake—and his “ illustrated " copies of such
works as the life of Washington and the poems of Rob-
ert Burns were extraordinary not merely for their bulk,
but for the wealth and variety, and sometimes the rarity
and uniqueness of the material which had been used in
them. The destructiveness of this form of literary amuse-
ment, if such it can be called, is fully set forth in a de-
lightful passage on ‘‘ Grangerites” in John Hill Bur-
ton’s “ Bookhunter,” for the hobby is not, as has some-
times been said, an American invention, but had its rise
in England, or was at least in vogue there long before
it crossed the sea. Allan took no special interest in Scot-
land, mixed rarely, if ever, among his countrymen in
the city in which he had his home, but devoted his time
and his means to increasing his collections. After his
death they were dispersed at public auction, and realized
nearly $38,000.

In studying the history of the Scot in America we
come upon many curious facts in the early history of the
continent. For instance, the first paper mill ever erected
in Canada was due to the busincss enterprise of James
Crooks, a native of Kilmarnock, where he was born in
1778 He was a good soldier as well as business man,
and served with distinction in the royal army in the bat-
tle of Queenstown Heights and in other engagements of
the War of 1812. Afterward he won eminence as a rep-
resentative of the people in the legislative chambers of
Canada, and died full of years and honors at West Flam-
borough, Ontario, in 1860. During the course of these
pages several other instances will be recorded of the first
steps in important industries being undertaken by Scots-
men.

Then knowledge of the race in America comes to us in
indirect ways. In the poems of our national bard are
several in honor of Miss Jeannie Jaffrey, whose “two
lovely een o’ bonnie blue ” apparently played havoc with
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the heart of the poet. Miss Jaffrey was the daughter of
the Rev. Andrew Jaffrey, minister of Lochmaben. She
married a gentleman named Renwick, and, after residing
several years in Liverpool, removed with her husband
to the United States. Scott Douglas, in his library edi-
tion of Burns’s poems, says: “ Her husband’s name was
[William] Renwick, and her position in the chief city
of the United States was one of distinguished respecta-
bility. Washington Irving was proud of her friendship
and society, and some years after her death, in Octo-
ber, 1850, her memoirs were published along with a col-
lected volume of her writings.” Her son James (born in
Liverpool) became in 1820 Professor of Natural Philos-
ophy and Chemistry in Columbia College, New York,
and was one of the Commissioners who laid out the
carly boundary line of the Province of New Brunswick
and a frequent and welcome writer, mainly on scientific
subjects. Ile died in 1863. One of his sons, Henry B.
Renwick, who died in 1895, was a noted engineer and
expert in patent cases and was the first Inspector of
Steam Vessels for the Port of New York. He was en-
gaged by the United States Government in many im-
portant engineering works, notably the construction of
the Sandy Hook and Egg Harbor breakwaters. He
was also one of the Government surveyors in the mat-
ter of fixing the boundary line between Maine and New
Brunswick. Another son, James, who also died in 1895,
was the architect of Grace Church, the Roman Catholic
Cathedral on Fifth Avenue, and other important build-
ings in New York, the Smithsonian Institution and the
Corcoran Gallery, Washington, and of Vassar College.
The whole of the Renwick family, however, were of
more than ordinary ability, as might be expected from
the descendants of a ** heroine of Burns,” and who was
one of the sprightliest and most charming of Scottish-
American ladies.

If it was thought necessary to introduce sensational
matters in a volume of this kind, very considerable space
might be given to the exploits of Allan Pinkerton, the
ablest detective who ever assisted justice in America.
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Sketches of this man's career, however, are plentiful
enough, and his successes and experiences have been
told in a series of volumes bearing his name, but evi-
dently written by some literary gentleman who seems
to have been a believer in the art of embellishing truth
with fiction, so much so that it is impossible to know
what to regard as truth and what to place to the credit
of embellishment. Pinkerton was born at Glasgow in
1819, his father being a policeman. He certainly became
the best-known detective in America, acquired a na-
tional reputation, ‘in fact, and was a terror to evildoers
of all classes. He died at Chicago in 1884.

One Scotsman whose influence is still felt in this coun-
try, although not on account of any practical work he
did while in it, was John Loudon Macadam. He was
born in the parish of Carsphairn, Kirkcudbrightshire,
according to the article in the Statistical Account of
Scotland on the parish of Carsphairn by the Rev. David
Welsh. Some authorities state, however, that his birth-
place was Ayr, and the date September 21, 1756, and
as this claim is also put forward in the volume of the
same statistical account relating to that country, an ex-
ample is afforded of how even an authority can differ
on a matter on which no such confusion should exist.
That the family belonged to Carsphairn there is no
doubt, however, and there was a tradition in it that their
original name was MacGregor, that the MacAdams were
descended from that once formidable Highland clan, and
that the patronymic was assumed when the original name
was proscribed by law. Macadam was educated at May-
bole, and when a young man was sent, on the death of
his father, to an uncle, who was a merchant in New
York. He became himself a successful merchant, but as
he retained his loyalty at the time of the Revolution, he
lost the greater part, if not the whole, of his property.
For a time he acted as agent for the sale of prizes at the
Port of New York, but in 1783 was compelled to leave
the country. He secured an appointment in England
and it was while residing at Bristol and holding the office
of a local road trustee that he showed his genius for



INTRODUCTORY. 17

roadmaking and put into effect the system which still
bears his name and which is everywhere recognized as
the best ever conceived. Its principle is simply to have
the roadbed made level and to cover it with about three
inches of rock broken into fragments of two cubic inches
cach. The fame of the roads built under his superin-
tendence and according to his ideas quickly spread all
over England, and soon he and his sons had more busi-
ness on hand as road surveyors and builders than they
could easily handle. Mr. Macadam’s last years were
pleasantly spent in Scotland, where he was recognized
as a public benefactor and as a generous-handed friend
to the poor. He refused the honor of knighthood, which,
however, was bestowed on one of his sons, and in 1836
passed away to his reward, at Moffat, at the ripe age of
eighty-one. It is possible that it was the wretched con-
dition of the roads in America, and the fact that the
means to improve them were on hand on every side, that
first turned his thoughts to the subject of the improve-
ment of public highways. America was slow to appre-
ciate the need and utility of anything beyond a clearing
being required for a highway, but now th»t a demand
for “ good roads ” has sprung up all over the continent,
the cry for “macadamized” streets, boulevards and
thoroughfares of all sorts shows that the lifework of this
ingenious Scot has become an important factor in the
current thought and endeavor of the land where he once
had his home and where he doubtless intended to round
out the entire measure of his existence.

This chapter having dealt in a promiscuous and off-
hand sort of way with a few representative Scots in va-
ried walks of life, it may not be out of keeping with its
tenor to introduce here notices of one hero who owes his
prominence mainly to the caricature of a novelist and
of two others who might have claimed to belong to the
race, although they are not generally regarded from a
Scotch standpoint. In Smollett's novel of “ Humphrey
Clinker ™ a peculiar type of Scotsman is introduced
Lieutenant Lismahago. According to the story, this
warrior, while serving in America, was captured by the
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French and escaped, only to be recaptured by a tribe of
Indians. The treatment Lismahago and his companion
in misery received at the hands of their savage captors
need not be retailed here, but its harrowing details ended
with the marriage of the Lieutenant to Squinkinacoosta,
the princess of the tribe. ** The Lieutenant,” according to
the novel, “ had lived very happily with his accomplished
squaw for two years, during which she bore him a son,
who is now the representative of his mother’s tribe; but
at length, to his unspeakable grief, she had died of a
fever occasioned by eating too much raw beef which
they had killed on a hunting excursion. By this time
Mr. Lismahago was elected Sachem, acknowledged first
warrior of the Badger tribe, and dignified with the name
or epithet of Occacanastaogarora, which signifies ‘nim-
ble as a weasel. " It is said that the original of this Cale-
donian-Indian Chief was Richard Stobo, a native of Glas-
gow, where his father was a wealthy merchant. He
was born in 1724 and about 1743 went to Virginia, where
he engaged in business but without, apparently, meeting
with much success. He held a good social position, how-
ever, and probably he sacrificed his business prospects
to further his military ambition. In 1754 he was appoint-
ed Captain in a regiment that was raised to meet the
French and of which George Washington was in com-
mand. It was (Stobo, who designed the works which
formed the stronghold which Washington grimly called
“ Fort Necessity,” and when it was surrendered Stobo
was one of the two hostages given to the French. While
in durance at Fort Duquesne, Stobo kept his eyes open,
and managed to send to his own side of the lines a letter
containing a plan of the fort and suggestions for its capt-
ure. One part of his letter ““ breathes a loval and gen-
erous spirit of self-devotion,” as Washington Irving says
in his life of the first American President. “ Consider
the good,” Stobo wrote, “ of the expedition without re-
gard to us. When we engaged to serve the country it
was expected we were to do it with our lives. For my
part T would die a hundred deaths to have the pleasure
of possessing this fort for one day. They are so vain of
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their success at the Meadows it is worse than death to
hear them. Haste to strike.”

One of Stobo’s letters fell into the hands of his capt-
ors, and as a result he and his fellow captive were sent to
Quebec. From that fortress he escaped, was captured,
and condemned to death as a spy. He again escaped,
was recaptured after three days, escaped once more by
means of a birch canoe, and in thirty-eight days, after
encountering all sorts of adventures, reached the British
forces before I.ouishourg. During his enforced absence
he had been promoted Major in his Virginia regiment,
and so much were his services appreciated and his suf-
ferings pitied that the Legislature of that colony voted
him a grant of £1,300. Going to England in 1760 Stobo
was commissioned Captain in the Fifteenth Infantry and
gerved in the West Indies. Returning to England in
1770 he settled down as a man of leisure, cultivated lit-
crature and the friendship of literary men, among oth-
ers of Tobias Smollett, and published a little book de-
scriptive of his adventures in America, a work which is
now very rare. How much of Smollett’s descriptions of
penury and adventure of which Lismahago is the theme
be exactly true, we cannot of course determine, but it
is certainly not a very flattering picture for one friend
to draw of another, to say nothing of the existence in the
heart of the novelist of a sentiment of national pride
which might have induced a softening of the sketch.
Lockhart, in his brilliant life of Burns, excuses or ac-
counts for this peculiar state of things as a sort of def-
erence to the prevailing dislike of Scotsmen entertained
in London at the era when Smollett wrote. *“ A still more
striking sign of the times,” I.ockhart says, "is to be
found in the style adopted by both of these novelists,
(Dr. Moore and Smollett), especially the great masters
of the art, in their representations of the manners and
characters of their own countrymen. In ‘Humphrey
Clinker,” the last and best of Smollett’s tales, there are
some traits of a better kind, but, taking his works as a
whole, the impression it conveys is certainly a painful, a
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disgusting one. *. * * When such high-spirited Scot-

tish gentlemen, possessed of learning and talents, and,
one of them at least, of splendid genius, felt or fancied
the necessity of making such submissions to the preju-
dices of the dominant nation, and did so without excit-
ing a murmur among their own countrymen, we may
form some notion of the boldness of Burns's experiment,
and in contrastmg the state of things then with what is
before us now it will cost no effort to appreciate the nat-
ure and consequences of the victory in which our poet
led the way, by achievements never in their kind to be
surpassed.”

But however the personality of the doughty Lieuten-
ant may be obnoxious to us, and however much it may
belie the fair name or distort the true story of the career
of Richard Stobo, many originals for such stories may
be found in the carlw history of the Indian tribes of
North America; that is, their early history so far as their
associations with Europeans go. One of the more noted
chiefs of the Creek nation—one of the most powerful on
the continent—in the eighteenth century was Alexander
MecGillivray. His father was Lachlan McGillivray, a
native of Mull and said to have belonged to the house
of McGillivray of Dunmaglas—a branch of the Clan
Chattan—probably on account of the same degree of
relationship that makes all Stewarts ** sib” to the King.
Alexander’s mother was a Creek princess whose father
had been a French officer of Spanish descent, so that
Alexander had Scotch, Indian, Spanish and French
blood in his veins, and as his uncle, his father’s brother,
was a Presbyterian minister at Charleston and a mem-
ber of the St. Andrew’s Society there, he could boast, at
lcast, that he was respectably connected. McGillivray
was a genius, a born diplomat, a natural leader, and in
time became acknowledged as the supreme head of his
tribe. He was by turns a speculator, merchant, politi-
cian, diplomatist, and always a warrior. He was well
educated, his early years having been passed under the
care of his uncle the clergyman, and it was expected
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that he would, on reaching manhood, cling to his father’s
people. But he preferred his maternal relatives and re-
turned to the haunts and adopted the ways of the Indians
so completely that he became not only their most trusted
leader, but the virtual autocrat of the Creek nation and
its allies.

McGillivray once visited New York, in 1790, in his ca-
pacity of leader of the Creeks, and the incidents attend-
ing that visit are thus told in Booth's history of that city,
* Colonel Marinus Willett * * * invited McGillivray
to go with him to New York to talk with the Great
Father. To this proposal McGillivray consented, and
set out in the beginning of the Summer, accompanied
by twenty-eight chiefs and warriors of the nation. Their
arrival excited considerable interest in the city. On
landing they were met by the Tammany Society, arrayed
in Indian costume, which escorted them to their lodgings
on the banks of the North River, at the tavern known
henceforth as * The Indian Queen.” Here they remained
for more than six weeks, negotiating the terms of a
treaty with General Knox, and, the matter being at
length satisfactorily arranged, the treaty was ratified in
true Indian style in Wall Street on the 13th of August,
At 12 O'clock the Creek deputation was met by the
President and his suite in the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives, where the treaty was read and interpreted,
after which Washington addressed the warriors in a
short but emphatic speech, detailing and explaining the
justice of its provisions; to each of which, as it was in-
terpreted to them, McGillivray and his warriors gave the
Indian grunt of approval. The treaty was then signed
by both parties, after which Washington presented Mec-
Gillivray with a string of wampum as a memorial of
the peace, and with a paper of tobacco as a substitute
for the ancient calumet, grown obsolete and unattain-
able by the innovations of modern times. McGillivray
made a brief speech in reply, the ‘ shake of peace’ was
interchanged between Washington and each of the
chiefs, and the ceremony was concluded by a song of



22 THE SCOT IN AMERICA.

peace, in which the Creek warriors joined with enthu-
siasm. The warriors indeed had good reason to be sat-
isfied with this treaty, which ceded to them all the dis-
puted territory and distributed presents and money lib-
erally among the nation. * * * The visit of the In-
dians closed the official career of New York as the cap-
ital city of the United States.”

According to all accounts, McGillivray was a brave
man, had wonderful powers of endurance, and possessed
all the noted Indian traits of stolidity and deception in
abundance. His enemies never knew very well what to
make of him, but all courted his friendship as long as
possible, and he was probably the only man who ever
lived who at one and the same time was a British
Colonel, a Spanish General, and a General in the forces
of the United States. With all his brilliant qualities,
Lowever, he had few admirers, and one of his adversa-
ries, Gen. Robertson, summed up his character in these
unmistakable words: ** The Spaniards are devils, but the
biggest devil among them is the half Spaniard, half
Frenchman, half Scotsman, and altogether Creek scoun-
drel, McGillivray.” This redoubted warrior died in Flori-
da in 1703 T

Quite a similar case in many ways was that of William
MecIntosh, another Creek chief, who was born in Georgia
in 1775. His father was a IHighland officer and his
mother a Creek princess. He cast in his lot with his
mother’s tribe and became its chief. During the war of
1812 he fought against the Dritish and held the dignity
of Major in the United States Army. He was one of the
first Indians to perceive that the white man had taken
possession of the country for good, and the policy of his
life seems to have been to conciliate the whiteskins and
to live with them on the best terms attainable. This pol-
icy, undoubtedly the most far-sighted and prudent that
could have been adopted, led to his death, for he was
assassinated in his native State in 1825 by some Indians
who were opposed to an agreement he had entered into
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which involved the selling of some of the lands held by
the Creeks to the United States Government.

Many weird tales are yet told along the eastern coast
of the wild doings of Capt. Kidd, many romances have
been evolved out of his career, romances which have
terrified the nursery and aroused the sympathetic ardor
of lovers of fiction in the parlor. Thousands of dollars,
too, have been spent in the search after Capt. Kidd's
treasures, and hardly a Summer passes without bringing
us a story or two of expeditions being organized. Will-
iam Kidd was born at Greenock about 1650, and was, it
is said, tlie son of a clergyman. Of his early training and
carecr nothing is known. The first authentic glimpse we
get of him is from the records of the New York Colonial
Assembly for 1691, when on one occasion he was
thanked for services rendered the commerce of the col-
ony, and on another when £150 was voted him for simi-
lar services. What these were is not exactly clear, but
it has been surmised, and the surmise is plausible, that
he acted as a sort of protector to the coast commerce
from pirates and unlawful depredators. In 1696, Capt.
Kidd was placed by Gov. Bellamont in command of a
vessel, with the view of sweeping the coast of pirates,
and he did his work so well that after his first cruise he
was awarded a fresh grant of money, this time of £250.
Then he started on another cruise, and leaving the coast,
started out as a pirate on his own account. He sailed to
the Indian Ocean, made Madagascar his headquarters,
and committed such depredations, scuttling, stealing,
and robbing ships, that his name became famous and
feared throughout the maritime world. After a time he
returned to America, and, it is said, had any number
of hiding places along the seaboard. His headquarters
were, however, mainly on Long Island, and for safe
keeping he is reported to have buried his treasures in
different localities, but where has been the puzzle to suc-
ceeding generations of those acquainted by reading or
tradition with his career. The stories in connection with
this section of Capt. Kidd’s life story are of the most
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vague and unintelligible order, but the following from
the pen of Mr. D. W. Stone of the New York “ Commer-
cial Advertiser " is as moderately written and as reliable
as anything that has appeared:

* It is beyond doubt true that Long Island contained
several of his hiding places. * Kidd's Rock ’ is well known
at Manhasset, up on Long Island, to this day. Here Kidd
is supposed to have buried some of his treasures, and
many have been the attempts of the creduious in that
section to find the hidden gold. There is also no doubt
that he was wont to hide himself and his vessel among
those curious rocks in Sachem’s Head Harbor, called
the ‘ Thimble Islands.” In addition to the ‘ Pirates’ Cav-
ern, in this vicinity, there is upon one of these rocks,
sheltered from the view of the Sound, a beautiful artifi-
cial excavation in an oval form, holding, perhaps, the
measure of a barrel still called * Kidd's Punch Bowl. It
was here, according to the traditions of the neighbor-
hood, that he used to carouse with his crew. It is also a
fact beyond controversy that he was accustomed to an-
chor his vessel in Gardner’s Bay. Upon an occasion in
the night he landed upon Gardner's Island and requested
Mrs. Gardner to provide a supper for himself and his
attendants. Knowing his desperate character, she dared
not refuse, and, fearing his displeasure, she took great
pains, especially in roasting a pig. The pirate chief was
so pleased with her cooking that on going away he pre-
sented her with a cradle blanket of gold cloth. It was
of velvet inwrought with gold and very rich. A piece of
it vet remains in the possession of the Gardner family,
and a stilf smaller piece is in my possession, it having
been given to my father, the late Col. William L. Stone,
by one of the descendants of that family. On another
occasion, when he landed upon the island, he buried a
small casket of gold containing articles of silver and
precious stones in the presence of Mr. Gardner, but un-
der the most solemn injunctions of secrecy.

“ Repairing, soon after this occurrence, to DBoston,
where Lord Bellamont chanced to be at the time, he was
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summoned before His Lordship and ordered to give a
report of his proceedings since he had sailed on his sec-
ond voyage. Refusing, however, to comply with this
demand, he was arrested on the 3d of July, 1699, on the
charge of piracy. He appears to have disclosed the fact
of having buried treasure on Gardner's Island, for it
was demanded by the Earl of Bellamont and surrendered
by Mr. Gardner. I have seen the original receipts for
the amount, with the different items of the deposits.
They were by no means large, and afford no evidence of
such mighty ‘ sweepings of the sea’ as have been told of
by tradition. Of gold, in coins, gold dust and bars, there
were 750 ounces; of silver, 506 ounces, and of precious
stones, 16 ounces.”

But there are hundreds of places along the Hudson
and the New England and New Jersey coasts where
search has been made for more treasure, and at Asbury
Park may still be seen steel divining rods which were
once used by experts who located one or more of the
pirate’s chests where Ocean Grove and Bradley Beach
are now located.

Kidd was sent to Britain in 1701, tried for piracy on
the high seas, and also for murder, and, with six of his
crew, was hanged in chains at Execution Dock, London,
in the same year. The news of his fate recalled atten-
tion to his exploits, the notoriety of his name increased,
and rumor magnified his daring, his crimes, his depreda-
tions and everything connected with him a thousandfold,
and even formed themes for a score or so of ballads. So
far as we know, he was the only Scottish-American who
ever was celebrated by the rhymes of the sheet vocalist
and wandering minstrels of the curb and kitchen.

Of course, nothing can be said in defense of piracy,
and even though Kidd was guiltless of the crime of mur-
der or of any of the acts of cruelty and barbarism attrib-
uted to him, his course as an adventurer on the high seas
would still leave his memory badly tarnished. Robbery
is plain, vulgar robbery, whether committed on land or
sea. It is a pity, however, that more of the history of
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this redoubtable pirate was not known, for we are con-
vinced that his character would appear in a more amiable
light under the microscope of truth than it seems in the
misty haze of tradition. Indeed, we fancy it would then
be seen that the services for which the New York Legis-
lature granted him gifts of money were really little short
of acts of piracy in whose proceceds they shared and
which they negatively authorized. “ Connivance at
piracy,” writes Mr. Ellis H. Roberts, in his interesting
volumes on the history of the State of New York, * was
a charge not infrequent against prominent persons in the
Colonies at this time (around 1700). Privateering was
encouraged by the Government, and reputable persons
became partners in vessels sent out under daring sailors
to secure prizes. The sailors did not always observe
nice distinctions when such captures were possible, and
privateering not infrequently fell more and more into
audacious piracy. * * * He (Capt. Kidd) cannot
have deemed himself a criminal in any great degree, if
at all, for, after selling his ship, he appeared openly in
Boston, where the Earl of Bellamont recognized him
and put him under arrest.” The trouble with Kiddwas that
the stories of his having hidden treasure withdrew from
him the support of his confederates among the authori-
ties. As modern Americans would say, he lost his ** pull,”
and so his power. In considering the case of Capt. Kidd
we should remember that among his partners in his pri-
vateering expeditions were such men as King William,
the Earl of Bellamont, and Robert Livingston, and while
this does not justify Kidd’s conduct in any way, it makes
him simply a spoke in a wheel of corruption evolved by
others and sanctioned and protected in high places, in-
stead of the hub of a wheel which he had cut out and
fashioned for himself.

We cannot close this chapter with such a dubious
character as a representative of the nationality, and there-
fore, as a sort of redeeming offset, turn to the long list
of heroes for an example or two, and this we do with the
more readiness, as the chapter which will deal with heroes
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will treat mainly of those who fought on the popular side
during the War of the Revolution.

In the early history of the United States and Canada,
Highlanders, as we have seen and will frequently be re-
minded in the course of this volume, were welcomed as
settlers, and in many places, as in Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, Glengarry, North Carolina, and around Cale-
donia, N. Y., as well as in other localities, the direct de-
scendants of these pioneer immigrants from Albyn may
yet be found. In many places they yet speak the lan-
guage of their ancestors; in others they are still distin-
guished by their manners, their ways, their industry,
thrift, and godliness. Several bands of Highlanders came
over here in military service, and their prowess, endur-
ance, skill, and intrepidity are freely acknowledged in
the ordinary histories. Such was notably the case in
Canada with Fraser's Highlanders, and in the other col-
onies, as well as in America, with the Black Watch. But
there were other Highland soldiers whose deeds were
equally worthy of record with those generally men-
tioned; but they are simply spoken of as Highlanders
without any more definite designation.

Such was the case with as gallant a band as ever main-
tained the name of the Scottish soldier in foreign lands—
Montgomerie’s Highlanders. Famous as they were in
their day, they are now practically forgotten; but there
are few commands which earned a better record as sol-
diers and as men. They were formally enrolled as the
Seventy-seventh Regiment, and were only in existence
some six years when they were disbanded. Thus in glanc-
ing over their career we can start out with them on their
campaign and remain with them until their flags were
finally furled without undertaking a very considerable
task. Their history is a brief one; but, brief as it is, there
is no lack of incident in the story. It is full of interest
from beginning to end for Highlanders everywhere, and
particularly for all who love to read about the early
doings of the Scot in America.

In 1756, after considerable wirepulling, Major Archi-
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bald Montgomerie got permission to raise a regiment of
Highlanders for service in North America. So success-
ful was he that he soon was at the head of a body of
about 1,400 officers and men, and in January, 1757, he
received his commission as Colonel. Col. Montgomerie
was a military man of great promise and was very popu-
lar among all classes. He was a son of the ninth Earl
of Eglinton, and ultimately succeeded to that title him-
self. His father, of course, was a nobleman, but he was
one of those aristocrats who believed the country was
made expressly for their benefit. He was a shrewd busi-
ness man, it is said, made three fortunate marriages,
turned everything into cash, and even sold his vote to
England for £200, at the time the Treaty of Union was
being considered. Col. Montgomerie’s mother, the Coun-
tess Susannah, was one of the most beautiful women of
her time, and was noted for her wit and her love of liter-
ature. It was to her that Allan Ramsay dedicated his
** Gentle Shepherd.” Col. Montgomerie appears to have
inherited the qualities which made his mother so popular
and so generally beloved, without any of the sordid spirit
which was his father’s main characteristic.

The regiment embarked at Greenock in 1758, Its
officers, with two exceptions, all bore good old Highland
names—as Grant, Campbell, Mackenzie, Macdonald,
and the like. The two exceptions were the Colonel and
his young kinsman, Capt. Hugh Montgomerie, who in
turn succeeded to the earldom. The regiment landed
at Halifax and was at once sent ¢n route to Fort Du-
quesne (Pittsburgh) as part of a force which was to capt-
ure that stronghold from the French or their Indian
allies. It was a terrible journey at that time, but the
Highlanders stood its fatigues and dangers nobly,
although there is no doubt they were glad when they
reached Philadelphia and enjoyed a brief season of rest
in its new and comparatively comfortable barracks be-
fore starting out again for their destination.

The Philadelphia barracks extended between Second
and Third Streets, from St. Tamany to Green Street,
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and the buildings were arranged in the form of a hollow
square. The officers’ section faced on Third Street, and
consisted of a large three-story brick house, while the
soldiers’ quarters were two stories high, and of wood,
with a veranda running on a level with the second floor.
In the centre of the square was a drillyard, or parade
ground. Many Highland regiments were quartered
there from first to last, and at times, when its accommo-
dations were overtaxed, the officers took rooms in the
house of a Scotch widow, Mrs. Zordon, who kept a high-
class boarding establishment for many years on Iront
Street. [t is said that at one time her house was filled
with the officers of the Forty-second Highlanders. The
barracks, which scem to have been first occupied by
Montgomerie’s regiment, have been built over long ago.

The expedition against Fort Duquesne was an im-
posing one, as such things went in those days. Gen.
Forbes was in chief command, and one of the officers
was George Washington, who rendered good service by -
his knowledge of the country. The first stopping place
for more than a night was Raystown, ninety miles from
the fort. FFrom there a smaller expedition was sent on to
Toyval Hannen, fifty miles from Duquesne, and in this
expedition were Montgomeric’s Highlanders. IFrom
Hannen a still smaller expedition set out commanded by
James Grant of Ballindalloch, Major in the Highland
regiment. He had with him some 400 of his own com-
rades and 300 Colonial troops. Having no knowledge
of Indian warfare, Major Grant advanced upon the fort
in grand style, with drums beating and pipes playing.
The soldiers in the fort made a gallant resistance, and
being helped by a large band of Indians, poured a ter-
rible fire into the ranks of the invaders, while they them-
selves were protected by the foliage of the surrounding
forest. It was an awful massacre. The Highlanders were
unaccustomed to fight an unseen enemy, and when it was
found useless to continue the contest any longer, 230 of
them were lying on the field, dead or wounded. Only 150
made their way back to Loyal Hannen. Several were
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taken priscners by the Indians, who at once set about
killing them with all the atrocities for which those red-
skins were famous. After seeing a dozen of his comrades
butchered with the most horible cruelty, one of the High-
landers, Allan Macpherson, revolved a little scheme in
his mind. When his turn came he told his captors that
he knew the secret of an herb, which, when applied to
the skin, would make it resist the strongest blow from
sword, knife, or tomahawk. An herb of this sort was the
very thing the Indians wanted, and they agreed to let
him go to the woods, under escort, to gather the herb,
the conditions being that he should rub the stuff on his
own neck and so prove its efficiency. Macpherson gath-
ered some roots, boiled them, and then, anointing his
neck with the liquid, declared himself ready, and invited
the strongest man to try to break his skin. A most
powerful Indian stepped forward and with one terrific
blow cut Macpherson's head off, and sent it flying
through the air for several yards. The Indians then un-
derstood that the Highlander had outwitted them, and
escaped the lingering death to which he had been
doomed. It is said that they were so pleased with his
ingenuity that they desisted from inflicting further cruel-
ties upon the remaining prisoners.

Disastrous as was the fate of this adventure, the de-
fenders of Fort Duquesne, however, saw that they had
a determined force to deal with, aind so when the main
bodv of the invading expedition came up they evacuated
their stronghold, leaving behind them their cannon,
stores, and provisions. Gen. Forbes, on taking posses-
sion, changed the name of the place to Pittsburgh. There
the Highlanders enjoyed another respite from field serv-
ice.
In May, 1759, they were part of Gen. Amherst’s forces
at Ticonderoga, and along Lake Champlain and Lake
George, and then returned to Pennsylvania and marched
in fighting order as far as the border of Virginia. Their
numbers during these campaigns were not strengthened
bv recruits from Scotland or elsewhere; but they certainly
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made up in determination, courage, and endurance for
their want of numbers. They were now veteran cam-
paigners, and as careful of ambuscades as before they
were careless. They undersiood Indian fighters and
methods as well as any battalion of frontier scouts. As
usual, too, with Highland regiments, even to this day,
the more dangerous and difficult the task the more cer-
tain was it to be allotted to them by whoever was com-
mander in chief.

Such a task was the expedition to Martinique, in which
Montgomerie's Highlanders and the IForty-second
(Black Watch) next took the most important part. When
that trouble was over, both these regiments went to New
York, and Montgomerie’s men remained there, while the
Fortv-second was sent to Albany. Two companies of
Montgomerie's regiment, which had previously been de-
tached from the main body, had formed part of a force
which was sent to St. John’s, Newfoundland, to capture
that town from the French. When this was accomplished
the two companies—or what was left of them—rejoined
the rest of the regiment in New York, where the Winter
of 1762 was passed. Next Spring peace was declared be-
tween Great Britain and France, and the former became
mistress of the French colonies in America. Then Mont-
gomerie’s Highlanders were dishanded, and, while some
of the veterans returned to their *“ain countrie,” not a
few took advantage of the offer of grants of land and
settled in America.

Such in brief is the story of an old Highland regiment,
whose doings are well worthy of being recalled. They
who fought in it were an honor to the country which
sent them forth, and their deeds at Pittsburgh, as well
as at Ticonderoga and elsewhere, entitle them to a prom-
inent place in the long list of Scotland’s military heroes.

It would be an interesting study to follow the fortunes
of the gallant Black Watch in North America, or to
relate the stirring story of such regiments as the old
Seventy-first, but such records would occupy a volunie
in telling, and even a recapitulation of them would swell
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this work beyond due proportions. This is all the more
unnecessary as the records of such commands are easily
accessible.

As an example of the men who fought in these com-
mands, we select the name of John Small, who was born
at Strathardale, Perthshire, in 1720, and died at Guernsey,
with the rank of Major General, in 1796.  Early in life he
entered the army, and his career throughout was an
eventful one. He first saw service with the Scotch Brig-
ade in the Dutch Army, and then received an ensigncy
in the Black Watch, being promoted to Lieutenant soon
after joining that corps. He was under Abercombie in
the attack on Ticonderoga in 1758, was in Montreal two
years later, and then went to the West Indies, where he
won his Captaincy. In 1775, after holding a commission
for a short time in the Twenty-first Regiment, he was
commissioned Major in the Second Battalion of the regi-
ment known as the Royal Highland Emigrants, raised
in Nova Scotia to aid the Crown, and was present at the
battle of Bunker Hill. In Trumbull’s painting of that
skirmish, Major Small’'s figure occupies a prominent
place. This regiment, mention of which is again made
in the closing chapter of this volume, was named the
Eighty-fourth, and Small was continued in command of
the Second Battalion, and with it served mainly in the
State of New York under Sir Henry Clinton. The regi-
ment was disbanded in 1783, after the conclusion of hos-
tilities, and many of the officers and soldiers in Small's
battalion retired to Nova Scotia, where they received
grants of land—35,000 acres to a field officer, 3,000 to a
Captain, 500 to a subaltern, 200 to a Sergeant, and 100
to a private. Defore leaving America Small was gazet-
ted a Lieutenant Colonel and was Military Governor of
the Island of Guernsey at the time of his death.

So much for an officer. In an old issue of the London
magazine, “ The Humanitarian,” we read an account of
one of those who served in the ranks in the same cam-
paign, under Sir Henry Clinton, with Major Small. As
the story is interesting, we quote it in full:
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“An old Highland soldier—Sergt. Donald Macleod,
of the Forty-second Highlanders—was in 1791 an out-
pensioner of Chelsea Hospital, in the one hundred and

third year of his age. This veteran was a native of Skye,

born at Ulinish on the 2oth of June, 1688, as appears
from the parish register of Bracadale. He enlisted in the
Royal Scots, and his first campaign was under Marl-
borough in 1704-13, where he served with his regiment
in the battles of Blenheim, Ramillies, &c.; he was in the
Hanoverian Army in 1715, and greatly distinguished
himself against his own countrymen at Sheriffmuir; he
then saw foreign service again at the battle of Fontenoy;
after this we find that he was in America under Gen.
Wolfe. At the battle of Quebec Sergt. Macleod had his
shin bone shattered by grape shot, and received a mus-
ket ball in his arm; but when Gen. Wolfe was seriously
wounded the old soldier offered his plaid, in which his
beloved commander was borne to the rear by four Gren-
adiers. Owing to his wounds Macleod was invalided,
and returned to England in November, 1759, in the
frigate that bore the body of Gen. Wolfe. On arriving
in England he was admitted an out-pensioner of Chelsea
Hospital on the 4th of December, 1759. His wounds
soon healed, and he went on a recruiting expedition to
the Highlands, where he married his third wife. Although
now seventy-two years of age, he again took to the wars
on the outbreak of hostilities, and served as a volunteer
under Col. Campbell on the Continent, and in the course
of different engagements during the campaign of 1760-61
he was wounded several times. Even these hard knocks
were not sufficient to end the old man’s military career,
as we find him again in America under Sir Henry Clin-
ton.”

Passing over the kittle times of the Revolution and
the War of 1812, we find many instances of the continui-
ty of the heroic side of the story of Scotland’s sons in

Amerlca Take the career of Col. John Munroe as one~]_

which is an example of a thousand others, too soon,
alas, forgotten. Munroe was born in Ross-shire in 1796

1
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and settled in America with his parents when a boy. In
1814 he graduated at West Point and was appointed to
the United States Army as a Third Lieutenant. Promo-
tian in Uncle Sam’s Army, except at fortunately rare
intervals, is rather slow, and it was not till 1825 that
Munroe received his commission as Captain. In 1838,
for brilliant services against the Florida Indians, he was
brevetted Major, and in 1846 was appointed Major in
the Second Artillery. That same year he was Gen.Zachary
Taylor’s Chief of Artillery, and was brevetted Lieutenant
Colonel for gallantry at Monterey, and Colonel for his
services at Buena Vista. For over a year (1849-50) he
was military and civil Governor of New Mexico, and
made an admirable Executive. After retiring from the
army he took up his residence in New Brunswick and
died there in 1861.

This warrior’s death brings us down to the opening of
the great civil war—a conflict in which, on both sides,
Scotsmen exhibited the native valor of their country. We
cannot even estimate the number of Scotsmen who took
part in that political convulsion—possibly 50,000 would
be under the mark—as the volunteer records at Washing-
ton do not define nationality. But it is acknowledged on
all sides that Scotsmen did their full duty according to
their consciences, whether they wore blue or gray.

One of the earliest commands to answer the call of
President Lincoln was the Highland Guard of Chicago,
which was originally formed in 1855. It commenced its
term of active service in 1861, under Capt. J. T. Raffen,
and made a brilliant record. TIts first commander was

John McArthur, who was born at Erskine in 1826, and

~ was originmally a boilermaker. In the civil war he bore
himself with great gallantry and rose step by step until
he was brevetted Major General at the battle of Nashville
for conspicuous bravery. After the war he returned to
Chicago and entered into business, which was inter-
rupted by his four-year term of service as Postmaster
of Chicago, an office he administered with great tact and
ex=cutive ability.
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Another Scotsman who rose to the rank of General in
the civil war was Gen. James Lorraine Geddes, who died

— 50 -
at Ames, lowa, in 1887. There were many, very many,

Scotch field officers in the war, so many that it seems
somewhat invidious to single out any one, but Gen.
Geddes had such a varied career and, on the whole, was
so typically representative of the Scot abroad that we
cannot refrain from relating its most salient points. It
is very few mnationalities that can point to a son who
begins life as a private soldier and ends as the President
of a college. Geddes was born at Edinburgh in 1829,
and in 1837 was taken by his father to Canada. As soon
as he was old enough, after he had received his school-
ing, he went to sea. But he soon got tired of that life,
and, while in Calcutta, enlisted in the Royal Artillery.
He fought under Sir Charles Napier and Sir Colin Camp-
pell in the Crimea, and rececived the regulation silver
medal and clasp. When he was discharged he made his
way back to Canada, where after a time, he was elected
Colonel in a local cavalry organization. In 1857 he left
the Dominion and settled at Vinton, Iowa, where he got
employment as a teacher. When the civil war broke out
he enlisted (Aug. 8, 1861,) as a private in the Eighth
Towa Volunteers, and went to the front. His promotion,
as might be expected from his past experience, was
rapid, and by 1863 he had passed upward through all the
intermediary grades and was brevetted a Brigadier Gen-
eral. He was wounded at Shiloh, and was once taken
prisoner, but soon exchanged, and he served under
Grant at Vicksburg and under Sherman at Jackson,
Miss. While acting as Provost Marshal at Memphis, he
saved that city from being taken by the Confederate
forces under Gen. Forrest, and during the Mobile cam-
paign his capture of Spanish Fort was regarded as the
most brilliant feat of that chapter in the history of the
great interstate struggle. When the war was over
Gen. Geddes returned to Vinton, and for some time had
charge of the blind asylum there, but his later years were
identified with the Towa College, at Ames, in which,

~—
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besides directing in an executive capacity, he was Treas-
urer and Professor of Military Tactics. He was a poet
as well as a soldier and teacher, and wrote several popu-
lar war songs, among which “ The Soldiers’ Battle
Prayer ” and ** The Stars and Stripes ” are still remem-
bered and have won a place among the national songs
of America.

This record of men of war may fittingly terminate with
a reference to the Seventy-ninth Highlanders of New
York, which made a record worthy of auld Scotia in the
civil war. The nucleus of this command was a company
called the Highland Guard, which, with uniforms pat-
terned after those of the Black Watch, used to delight the
eyes of the Scotch residents of New York in the fifties.
The regiment was practically organized in 1861 and
promptly offered its services to the national Government.
It was accepted, and it fought through the entire strug-
gle, " fighting more battles and marching more miles
than any other New York regiment,” as the State record
sums up its story. Its first Colonel, Cameron, was killed
at the first battle of Bull Run, and it was afterward com-
manded by several noted officers. On the conclusion of
peace the regiment returned to New York, was mustered
out of service and at once enrolled as a State regiment
of militia. It was finally mustered out in 1875, when
under the command of Col. Joseph Laing, a native of
Edinburgh, and a good soldier. The deeds of this gallant
regiment have been fully told in a portly volume, and
thus a knowledge of the details of its campaigns is fairly
on record and can be read by all Scots who desire addi-
tional topics for illustration of Scottish heroism on
American soil.

Probably the central figure of the Seventy-ninth High-
landers—the fighting Seventy-ninth—during the war
was Col. David Morrison, who died in New York in
February, 1896. His career is an illustration of that of
hundreds of good men who took up arms in response to
the call from Washington at the outbreak of the civil
war. David Morrison was born at Glasgow in 1823, and
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learned the trade of a brassfounder. After a short term
in the British Army, Morrison settled in New York and
soon started in business. When the war broke out he
went with the Seventy-ninth to the front as one of its
Captains, and steadily rose until he was made Colonel,
and commanded the regiment. He proved a brilliant
leader and his personal bravery was beyond question.
His men loved him, trusted him, and executed whatever
order he gave unquestioningly, and he was the personal
friend of every man who marched under the Seventy-
ninth’s banners. He, with the regiment, and while acting
as commander of a brigade, took part in many battles
and skirmishes, and the story of their campaigns is one
of the most wonderful in the history of the conflict. When
the struggle was over, Col. Morrison returned to New
York with the brevet rank of Brigadier General, and
again resumed his business, prospering day after day—as
he deserved. Except to attend a meeting of the Seventy-
ninth veterans, or a St. Andrew’s Society dinner, he de-
voted his spare time to his home and family, and was
rarely seen at public gatherings. But he gave away
liberally in charity, and many a war veteran was helped
over an emergency by his thoughtful generosity. “A
brave soldier, a good man, and a Christian gentle-
man ” was what one of his comrades said in speaking of
his merits when the news of his death became public, and
a whole volume of anecdote could not more fittingly or
truthfully describe the man.

We give one anecdote, as it occurred long after the tie
between Gen. Morrison and the Seventy-ninth had be-
come merely one of sentiment, and shows that his heart
continued warm to his old comrades until the end, for
the incident occurred only a few vears before his death.
“A year or two ago,” says our informant, writing in
1896, “ the members of old St. Andrew’s Division in the
course of their temperance work, learned of the case of
an old member of the Seventy-ninth Regiment who was
steadily ‘ going down into the depths’ from a love for
liquor. The man held a fair social position, had a lux-
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uriously furnished home, a good business, and but for
“the drink ’ would have had a happy life all round. The
St. Andrew’s men who were interested in the case plead-
ed with the man, but to no avail. Then it was suggested
that Gen. Morrison should be told of the matter and his
aid invoked. The trouble was laid before him and he at
once willingly volunteered to accompany the division
folk on a night that was designated. When the night
arrived, however, it was feared that the General would
not turn up. It was one of those Winter evenings when
it was raining one minute, freezing the next, and with an
interval of sleet between. The streets were slippery, the
rain was drenching, and those who knew how fond Gen.
Morrison was of his home did not believe it possible that
he would venture out. But, exact to the moment agreed
upon, he turned up at the home of the then head of the
division, Mr. Thomas Cochrane, plumber, a native of
Glasgow, and when wonder was expressed at his pres-
ence under the circumstances he said he felt that a duty
had been assigned to him and it would take queer
weather to make him fail. It was not long before we
were in the home of the man we were trying to aid, and
without any preliminary fencing, the General quietly
opened fire. He did not say much, but what he did say
was so sincere, so evidently from the heart, that in a very
short tinte the man was in tears and promised not only
to abstain, but to join the division. We do not wish to
repeat what was said, for the proceedings were private,
but we never heard a shorter or better temperance lect-
ure than the General gave. It was practical, kindly, and
touching. After the promise was given we spent a very
happy night, and when we were escorting the General to
the cars he expressed the pleasure he would feel if he
thought he had been of service, and said St. Andrew’s
Division had a right to call on him or any one else to
help in its work. Perhaps had New-York contained more
Scotsmen of his stamp the division might have been
alive to-day. The strange thing was that none of us ever
questioned whether Gen. Morrison was himself a teeto-
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taller or not. We had implicit faith that he would help
us to do what was right and that such a faith existed is
as green a wreath as can be placed on the grave where
now, alas! rest his honored remains.”

It is interesting to know how widely scattered become
the members of a command like the Seventy-ninth after
fighting together for nearly four years in defense of the
Union. The veterans’ organization of the old soldiers of
the regiment numbers 168 members at present. The
number is decreasing yearly, but that, in the nature of
things, is to be expected. The following notes of the
present whereabouts and standing of several of the best
known of the veterans is taken from the * New York
Scottish-American,” the information being called forth
in connection with the death of Gen. Morrison. ** Col.
Joseph Laing was Captain of G _Company when the
regiment first went to the front. He was wounded on
several occasions—once severely—and his comrades are
unanimous in bearing testimony to the pluck and
soldierly qualities he shcwed on the field. His
place of business, at the corner of Fulton and
Water Streets, this city, where he is an engraver
and print-seller, has long been a house of call, both
for old members of the regiment and soldiers belonging
to other corps. Col. A. D. Daird is a prosperous
citizen of Brooklyn. A few years ago he was the Re-
publican candidate for Mayor, and at present he is a
Commissioner for the new East River bridge Along
with his son, he carries on extensive stone works in the
Eastern District. He is, now that Gen. Morrison has
gone, the association’s best friend. Capt. Robert Armour,
again, is at the head of an important bureau in the Quar-
termaster’s Department of the War Office at Washing-
ton. Mr. Crammond Kennedy, the Chaplain of the regi-
ment, who was once known as the “ boy preacher,” now
practices law with success at the national capital. Major
Hugh Young, who is a resident of this city, has acquired
a competency from a patent of his invention which is
used in all stone yards. Dr. David McKay has a good
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practice as a physician in Dallas, Texas, and Dr. Charles
E. Locke is the owner of silver mines in Colorado, and
a member of the State Senate. Lieut. D. G. Falconer,
who lost a leg in the war, is a prominent lawyer in Lex-
ington, Ky. Mr. Thomas Moore, who was President of
the association when it visited Louisville, is a manu-
facturer of horse collars in Pearl Street, this city. He is
prominent in the Masonic fraternity, and has been hon-
ored with some high offices in the brotherhood, being at
present Trustee of its hall and asylum. William Webster,
who was a private in the regiment, went after the war to
the Old Country, and became a Captain in the Cold-
stream Guards, a position which he only recently re-
signed. Mr. John Spence, who was also a private, has a
large and profitable plumbing business in the upper part
of this city. Sergt. James McLean is a manufacturer of
ice-boxes and butchers’ fixtures, his works being in Elev-
enth Avenue. Private John H. Grant was for more than
twenty-five years a police Sergeant, and is now Acting
Captain at One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street. Sergt.
Major Joseph Stewart, having faithfully served the city
for more than twenty years in the Police Department, is
now a retired Sergeant, and a respected and trusted em-
ploye of the Nassau Trust Company of Brooklyn. A
good number of the other members also reside in this
city and neighborhood, among them Adjt. Gilmour, is
connected with the business of his father-in-law, the late
Gen. Morrison; Capt. John Glendinning is employed by
the Board of Works, Capts. Thomas Barclay, F. W.
Judge, and Robert Gair live in Brooklyn; Capt. William
Clark is employed in the Post Office here, Lieut. John S.
Dingwall resides up town, and Mr. J. S. Martin, popu-
larly known as ‘Crackers,” keeps his comrades in
a state of merriment at all their social gatherings. Mr.
Malcolm Sinclair, who was well known here, is now at
Cumberland, Md. The rest of the veterans are scattered
far and wide over the country. There are a good number
in Staten Island, several in Chicago, some in the Soldiers’
Homes at Hampton, Va., Kearny, N. J., or elsewhere.
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Some are living happily with their friends the enemy
down in Dixie, while Middletown, Conn., Syracuse, N.
Y., Auburn, Neb., Denver, Col., Davenport, lowa, Pitts-
burgh, Penn., Sterling, Kan., and various other places
are among the addresses found on the roster. Wherever
they are they are all animated by one feeling—that of
pride in the record of their old regiment.”

The names mentioned in this rambling introductory
chapter will give an idea of the ramifications and ways
through which the history of the Scottish race in Amer-
ica is to be traced. The men we have already spoken of
are mainly random instances, but all, even the Scoto-
Indian chiefs, did something toward making the country
what it is to-day. As we proceed we will find much more
direct and important examples of the influence of the
nationality and of the good work that influence accom-
plished. It is a knowledge that Scotsmen have done their
share in building up the great Republic that makes them
proud of its progress and inspires them to add to its
glories and advantages in every way. Scotsmen, as a
nationality, are everywhere spoken of as good and loyal
citizens, while Americans who can trace a family residence
of a century in the country are proud if they can count
among their ancestors some one who hailed from the
land of Burns, and it is a knowledge of all this, in turn,
that makes the American Scot of to-day proud of his
country’s record and his citizenship and impels him to be
as devoted to the new land as it was possible for him to
have been to the old had he remained in it. In America,
the ol1 traditions, the old blue flag with its white cross,
the old Doric, are not forgotten, but are nourished, and
preserved, and honored, and spoken by Scotsmen on
every side with the kindliest sentiments on the part of
those to whom they are alien. Americans know and ac-
knowledge that the traditions and flag and homely
speech have long been conserved to the development
of that civil and religious liberty on which the great con-
federation of sovereign republican States has been found-
ed, In the United States, Sir Walter Scott has more read-
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ers and quite as enthusiastic admirers as in Scotland,
and if Americans were asked which of the world’s poets
came rearest to their hearts, the answer would undoubt-
edly bc—Robert Burns.




CHAPTER 1L
PIONEERS.

AS might be expected of a race which began, so far
as we know to the contrary, in Greece, sojourned in
Egypt, Portugal, and other places, and at present has
its headquarters in the northern portion of the island
of Great Britain, the Scots early began to turn their at-
tention to America. Indeed, it has been gravely argued
that America was really discovered long before Colum-
bus was heard of by a band of Scotch mariners who
were driven by stress of weather on the coast of New-
foundland, and a full account of the discovery now re-
poses in the “ transactions” of some learned society. It
is alleged that the mariners’ boat was too much battered
by the waves to be of any more practical service out at
sea, and as the Scots got a hearty welcome from the
natives they concluded there was no use of struggling
with wind and weather any longer and they settled down,
were adopted by the aborigines, and married among
them. The Captain, as was natural, married a princess.
Most all Europeans of whom we have record who mar-
ried into Indian families got princesses for their brides,
and from that we infer that princesses were more plenti-
ful than were young women of ordinary degree. Had
the Captain only written home an account of the ad-
ventures of himself and his crew, what priceless docu-
ments the epistles would have been to-day! His name
would have been revered as the discoverer of America,
while we would have been erecting statues in his honor
and celebrating his anniversary! But he missed his op-
portunity, and, as Scotsmen, Scotsmen abroad especially,

43
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very seldom do that, we are rather inclined to doubt the
whole story.

Mr. J. M. Le Moine, in his interesting paper on “ The
Scot in New France,” suggests that among Cartier’s
crew, when that discoverer made his first acquaintance
with Canada, were several Scots seamen. * Herué,
Henry,” he says, ““ seems to us an easy transmutation of
Henry Herué, or Herveyv.” Again, in reference to an-
other, he remarks that “ Michel Herué sounds mightily
in our ears like Michael Harvey, one of the Murray Bay
Harveys of Major Nairn.” With reference to the facility
with which names may be changed or adapted to cir-
cumstances, Mr. Le Moine gives an illustration which
came under his own observation. “ We once knew, at
Cap Rouge, near Quebec, a wortay Greenock pilot
whose name was Tom Everell. In the next generation
a singular change took place in his patronymic; it stood
transformed thus: Everell Tom. FEverell Tom in the
course of time became the respected sire of a numerous
progeny of sons and daughters—Jean Baptiste Tom,
Norbert Tom, Henriette Tom, and a variety of other
Toms.”

In the same interesting monograph, Mr. Le Moine
brings to our notice a veritable Scotch pioneer in the
following words: “Who has not heard of the King’s
St. Lawrence pilot, Abraham Martin dit 'Ecossais—
Abraham Martin alias the Scot. Can there be any room
for uncertainty about the nationality of this old salt—
styled in the Jesuits’ ‘ Journal’ ‘ Maitre Abraham, and
who has bequeathed his name to our world-renowned
battlefield (the Plains of Abraham). * * * The ex-
haustless research of our antiquarians has unearthed cu-
rious particulars about this Scotch seafaring man—the
number, sex, and age of his children; his speculations in
real estate; his fishing ventures in the Lower St. Law-
rence. Sometimes we light on tid-bits of historical lore
anent Master Abraham not very creditable to his mo-
rality. Once he gets into chancery; as there is no ac-
count of his being brought to trial, let us hope the
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charge was unfounded—a case of blackmail originated
by some ‘loose and disorderly ’ character of that period
or by a spiteful policeman. On September 8, 1664, the
King’s pilot closed his career at the ripe age of seventy-
five.”

There is, however, something mythical and unsatis-
factory in all we know of this industrious and enterpris-
ing personage, and we turn with satisfaction to consider
a greater man in every respect, although by a curi-
ous freak of fortune his name has not been immortalized
by any world-renowned landmark like the Plains of
Abraham. This was the Earl of Stirling, in many ways
one of the most extraordinary men of his time, a man
who was restless in his activity, who won fame in many
walks of life, whio was one of the most extensive land-
owners of which the world has any knowledge, yet who

died poor—a bankrupt. (William Alexander was born-

at Menstrie, Stirlingshire, in 1580. Through the influ-
ence of the Argyll family he obtained a position at Court,
and became tutor to Prince Henry, eldest son of James
VI. He soon won the good graces of the sovereign by
his learning, his shrewdness, and his poetical abilities,
and when the crowns of Scotland and England were unit-
ed Alexander followed the King to London. That Alex-
ander enjoyed much popular favor and high reputation
during his lifetime as a poet is undoubted, although few
except students of literature venture to read his produc-
tions now. They are heavy, discursive, and, with the
exception of a few of his sonnets and his “ Paraenesis
to Prince Henry,” rather monotonous. But the evidence
that he was a slave to the mannerisms and affectations
of the age cannot blind us to the fact that he was really
possessed of a rich share of poetic ability. With his poet-
ical writings or his merits as a poet, however, we have
nothing to do in this place, nor do we need to discuss
the question as to whether or not he wrote King James’s
“Psalms,” or even the nature of his statesmanship as
~ exemplified in his official relations with his native coun-
try. We have to deal with him simply as a colonizer —
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one of the first to colonize America. His career at Court
may be summed up by mentioning that he was knighted
in 1609, created Lord Alexander of Tullibody and Vis-
count Stirling in 1630, Earl of Stirling and Viscount
Canada in 1633 and Earl of Dovan in 1639. A year later
he died.

Lord Stirling found that the English were striving to
establish colonies on the American seaboard, and
thought, like the patriot which he undoubtedly was, that
his own countrymen should have a share in the rich lands
across the sea. Early in 1621 he sent a petition to King
James for a grant of territory in America on which he
hoped to induce Scotsmen to settle. *“ A great number of
Scotch families,” he told his sovereign, “ had lately emi-
grated to Poland, Sweden, and Russia,” and he pointed
out that ““ it would be equally beneficial to the interests
of the kingdom, and to the individuals themselves, if
they were permitted to settle this valuable and fertile
portion of His Majesty’s dominions.”

The petition was granted by the King—probably that
was satisfactorily arranged before it had been committed
to paper—and indorsed by the Privy Council. When
these formalities had been gone through, Lord Stirling
entered on formal possession of what is now mainly in-
cluded in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island, a goodly portion of the State of Maine and of the
Province of Quebec. This territory was to be known
as New Scotland—Nova Scotia the charter dignifiedly
called it—and over it the new owner and those acting for
him were supreme even to the establishment of churches
and of courts of law. For some reason, not now exactly
known, Lord Stirling at once handed over a part of his
new dominion to Sir Robert Gordon of Lochinvar. That
part is known as Cape Breton, but it was then given the
more national name of New Galloway.

Sir William Alexander, to give Lord Stirling the
name by which he is probably best remembered, sent out
his first expedition to colonize New Scotland in March,
1622 These pioneers, with the exception of an adventur-
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ous clergyman, were of the humblest class of agr'icultural
laborers, and only a single artisan—a blacksmith—was
among them. The voyage was a rough one, and after
sighting the coast of Cape Breton the emigrants were
glad to shape their course back to Newfoundland, where
they spent the Winter. Next Spring Sir William, who
had been advised of the failure of the first expediton,
sent out another ship with colonists and provisions. The
early reports of the land on which the new colony was
to settle were communicated to him by some of his peo-
ple soon after they managed to get landed—which they
did in the guise of an exploring party. These reports
were submitted by him to the world, with all the attract-
iveness of a modern advertising expert, in his work enti-
tled * An Encouragement to Colonies.” The explorers
described the country they visited (mainly the coast of
Cape Breton) as presenting “ very delecate meadowes,
having roses white and red growing thereon, with a
kind of wild Lilly, which hath a daintie smell” The
ground “ was without wood, and very good, fat earth,
having several sort of berries growing thereon, as goose-
berries, strawberries, hindberries, raspberries, and a kind
of wine berrie; as also some sorts of grain as pease, some
eares of wheat, barly, and rie growing there wilde. * * *
They likewise found in every river abundance of lob-
sters, cockles, and all other shel-fishes, and also, not
only in the rivers, but all the coasts alongst, numbers
of several sorts of wilde-fowle, as wild-goose, black
Ducke, woodcock, crane, heron, pidgeon, and many
other sorts of Foule which they knew not. They did kill
as they sayled alongst the coast, great store of cod, with
severall other sorts of great fishes. The countrie is full
of woods, not very thick, and the most part Oake; the
rest Firre, Spruce, Birch and some Sicamores and Ashes
and many other sorts of Wood which they had not sene
before.” All this information so cunningly and attract-
ively set forth by Sir William in his book of encourage-
ment—which, by the way, had a map of the territory in
which Scottish names are given to every point and sec-
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tion and river—failed to attract settlers, and the pro-
jector found himself some £6,000 out of pocket by his
patriotism. To reimburse him, and at the same time to
add a little to the royal treasury, the Order of Baronets
of Nova Scotia was founded, on the pattern of the Or-
der of Ulster. Even this move was not substantially
successful, although the terms were reasonable and the
lands accompanying the honor were * three myles long
vpon the coast and ten mile vp into the countrie.”

We need not follow the details of Sir William's colo-
nizing scheme any further. They belong really to the
history of Canada. Each failure seemed to be compen-
sated for by a fresh grant of territory, and if we may
believe a map issued long after by one of the many claim-
ants for his hereditary titles and ** land rights ” the Alex-
ander family held by right of charters,” the sort of
documents which the Duke of Argyll believes to be the
most sacred on earth, not only about the whole of Can-
ada, but the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Maryland, and an undefined terri-
tory two or three times as large as all that has been
named put together.

Sir William never saw his possessions on this side of
the Atlantic, but his eldest son, known as Lord Alex-
ander, did, and “ efter his returne from his sea voyage,
gave to the puir of Stirling fifty-aught pundes money "—
the first of a long series of gifts to Scotland from Scots
who have enjoyed a blink of fortune's sun on the west-
ern side of the Atlantic.

Among the first actual settlers from Scotland of whom
we have record in what is now the United States, were
the passengers on the ship ** John and Sara,” which ar-
rived in Boston Harbor in 1652. That there were Scots-
men settled and doing business—perhaps making sillar
and meditating speeches about St. Andrew—before that
time there is no doubt. Of the fact, indeed, there is plenty
of evidence, but these arrivals came in a body and un-
der such sad circumstances that the early Scottish-Amer-
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ican history of the time, especially in New KEngland,
crystallizes about them. They were prisoners of war,
captured by Cromwell’s forces after the battle of Dun-
bar, and sentenced to be transported to the American
plantations and sold as slaves. This was done. Some
appear to have been traded off in New England for a
term of years; others were sent to the West Indies. The
entire * cargo " was soon disposed of in one way or an-
other, and for various terms of servitude, and there were
other consignments of unfortunates about the same pe-
riod and for many yvears after sent to the New World.
The John and Sara prisoners, however, stand out in bold
and creditable relief from the rest, as it was due to their
plight that the Scots’ Charitable Society of Boston was
established in 1657. The same class of prisoners, staunch,
stern Presbvterians, were the founders of colonies on the
LElizabeth River, Virginia, and in Maryland, and it was
invariably the case that one of the first structures in each
settlement was a church, although the tabernacle was
only built of logs.

The Scottish population received many of its earlier
recruits from soldiers belonging to the Highland regi-
ments who completed their terms of service while in this
country cr were dishanded after the close of the war
for possession with the I'rench. Large colonies of these
settled in the Carolinas and Virginia, and through them
many immigrants were induced to join them from the
home country. Canada enjoyed its full share of these
settlers, and after the Revolution it had a monopoly of
them, while they in turn monopolized a good deal them-
selves. Indeed, it is said that up to the year 1810 there
was not a merchant in the French City of Quebec who
did not hail from the “Iand o' Cakes.”

“ After the termination of the Seven Years' War,”
writes Bancroft in his great History of the United States,
“very few of the Highland regiments returned home,
soldiers and officers choosing rather to accept grants of
land in America for settlement. Many, also, of the in-
habitants of Northwestern Scotland, especially of the
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clans of Macdonald and Macleod, listened to overtures
from those who had obtained concessions of vast domains
and migrated to Middle Carolina, tearing themselves,
with bitterest grief, from kindred whose sorrow at part-
ing knew no consolation. Most who went first reported
favorably of the clear, sunny clime where every man
might have land of his own; and from the isles of Raasay
and Skye whole neighborhoods formed parties for re-
moval, sweetening their exile by carrying with them
their costume and opinions, their Celtic language and
songs.” Marlborough, Bladensburg, Maryland, the Cape
Fear, Wilmington, North Carolina, York and Rappa-
hannock Rivers, Virginia, Delaware, Albemarle Sound
were among the places at which, or near to which,
Scotch colonies settled whose history is really an inter-
esting part of that of the early Commonwealths.

In the State of New York there were many such colo-
nies and one in particular deserves notice for the pub-
licity it received at the time, and the scandal it created
among the local politicians. In 1738 Captain Laughlin
Campbell, an Argyllshire man, sold off his Scotch es-
tate and expended the proceeds in conveying across the
Atlantic eighty-three families from his own countryside.
He had obtained a grant of 47,450 acres in what is now
Washington County, on the borders of Lake George,
and proposed to settle down there as a feudal baron,
with his retainers around him. Many of the emigrants
were indebted to him for the entire cost of their passage;
all were his debtors to a greater or less extent, and the
people, numbering some 500, were to recoup him by
their labor after settling in America. His means were
practically exhausted after bringing that host across the
sea, and his indignation and sorrow may be imagined
when, after landing, some of them refused to settle on
his lands. They would pay what they owed him as soon
as they earned any surplus, but they intended to earn
that surplus in their own way and asserted that they
had no idea, when they left Scotland, of simply exchang-
ing a system of vassalage from Scotch landlords to one
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in America. It was a terrible, an unexpected muddle.
The Colonial Assembly interfered. The Governor,
George Clarke, asked that some provision be made for
those who were penniless, which seems to have been the
whole lot, and a motion was made to donate £7 to each
family to start them in their new career. The contracts
Campbell had made with the Colonial authorities and
with his people were perfectly legal, and after considera-
ble bickering and argument all around, his party or most
of them reached Washington County and settled down
on the tract which had been awarded to their leader.
There they experienced the hardships which are the
usual accompaniments of pioneer life. But the majority
appear to have overcome these hardships and to have
succeeded fairly well in bettering their condition. * By
this immigration,” writes Mr. Ellis H. Roberts in his

“ History of New York,” “ the province secured a much- ]( )
needed addition to its population, and these Highland-
ers must have sent messages home not altogether un-
favorable, for they were the pioneers of a multitude
whose coming in successive years was to add strength
and thrift and intelligence beyond the ratio of their num-
bers to the communities in which they set up their
homes.” However the others may have fared, Captain
Campbell was ruined by the scheme, and we cannot say
that we feel even a sentiment of regret over his mis-
fortune, for his policy was dictated by selfishness from
first to last. The tract on which these Highlanders set-
tled was named by them Argyle, and when it was incor-
porated in 1764 with Duncan Reid, Neil Shaw, Alexan-
der McNachten, and Neil Gillespie as trustees, they had
begun to have high notions as to its future. They drew
up a plan on paper—thus showing that they had become
thoroughly Americanized—of the town, and its principal
avenue was there seen to be a broad thoroughfare called
The Street and extending in a fairly straight line for
seven miles. They divided their property into city lots
and farm lots, and, apparently, hoped to get rich quickly;
but their hopes did not materialize, and Argyle, North

i
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Argyle, and South Argyle, populated by Livingstones,
Campbells, Gillies, McRaes, and others of such patro-
nymics still retain to this day much of their original and
delightful rural simplicity.

Quite a Scotch colony settled at one time, too, in what
is now Putnam County, N. Y. The town of Patterson
was mostly settled by Scotch and New England Presby-
terians belore 1750. The town got its name from Mat-
thew Patterson, a Scotch mason who settled in New
York several years before the Revolution. As a Captain
of volunteers he served under General Abercrombie in
the northern campaign against the French troops. At the
Revolution he took the side of the Colonial Whigs, and
was much respected for his honesty and superior intel-
ligence. He was nine times elected a member of the
New York Legislature, and was nine years a County
Judge. He purchased 160 acres of land, which had be-
Jlonged to the Beverley Robinson forfeited estate, and
on this he erected a mansion which was long the most
prominent in Patterson.

The names of the Scottish families which settled in
the place were McLean, Grant, IFraser, and Fleming; and
there was a Capt. Kidd—no relation, however, of the
pirate of the same name we have already spoken about.
Several fugitives from the massacre of Wyoming, made
classic by the genius of Campbell, found refuge and
homes in Dutchess County; and among the number was
a Scotch family of the name of Stark.

We would like to refer to other colonies, notably that
of Glengarry in Ontario, but that, and such settlements
as those at Pictou, Antigonish, and others all over the
Lower Provinces would require a volume to themselves.
As this work is indicative rather than exhaustive we
have said enough for the present to show the existence
of such colonies, while several others will be mentioned
in connection with various matters during the course of
our present study. We will therefore devote the re-
mainder of this chapter mainly to recalling the expe-
riences and adventures of a few individuals who may
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be regarded as representative of the grand army of
pioneers.

In the last decade of the eighteenth century no man
was better known throughout Western New York for
his success and energy as a promoter and pioneer than
_ Charles Williamson. He was born at Edinburgh in 1757
and was the scion of a respectable Dumfries-shire family.
In carly life he held a commission in the British Army,
and it was in the course of his military duty that he first
crossed the ocean to visit America. He landed at Boston,
however, as a prisoner of war, the vessel on which he
was a passenger having been captured by a French pri-
vateer. While on parole in Boston he fell in love with
the young daughter of the family with whom he boarded
—or she fell in love with him—and when he obtained his
release the two were married under what some people
might think romantic circumstances. The pair left the
country in 1781, and for several years resided at Balgray,
Scotland. In 1790 he returned to this country as the prin-
cipal agent of what was known as the Pulteney estate,
irom the name of Sir William Pulteney, the leading spirit
of a Dritish syndicate which had purchased a tract of
1,200,000 acres of land in Westein New-York for colon-
ization purposes from Robert Morris, the representative
of the United States Government. This property includ-
ed mainly what is now Steuben County, and, although
Sir William Pulteney was nominally the head of the syn-
dicate and another Englishman, John Hornby, was a
leading shareholder, its moving spirit was Patrick Col-
quhoun. This notable Scot was born in Dumbarton in
1745 and was a cadet of the family of Luss. When a
yvouth he was sent to Virginia, and there he engaged in
business and was very successful during the few years
of his sojourn. Tu 1766 he left the country and settled
in Glasgow, where he soon becanie one of the most noted
Iocal figures. He was three times elected its Lord Pro-
vost, organized the city’s Chamber of Commerce and
obtained a royal charter for it, and was generally regard-
ed as the most influential of its citizens, In 1789 he re-
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moved to London, became one of the Police Magistrates
of the British metropolis, and distinguished himself by
his untiring energy in that capacity, by his plans for the
protection of the property in the city and on the Thames,
as well as by his writings on police, indigence, and other
practical social questions. He died in 1820, and like so
many other kindly Scots at all times, bequeathed a part
of his accumulated savings to help the poor of his native
parish, that of Dumbarton. Colquhoun retained during
his long carcer a deep interest in America and was one
of the most enthusiastic believers in its future greatness
and importance. His residence in Virginia and the
share he took in developing the Pulteney syndicate are
sufficient to account for and illustrate this, but there were
probably other ways now forgotten in which his actions
commended him to the good will of many in America.
How otherwise can we account for the presence of a
marble memorial tablet, bearing a long, biographical and
highly flattering inscription, in one of the churches at
Canandaigua? It was erected there soon after Colqu-
houn’s death, in 1820, and was removed, for some un-
known reason, and by ignoble hands, about 1880.

1t was undoubtedly through Colquhoun that William-
son received the appointment to take charge of the lands
of the Pulteney syndicate. Ie arrived at Norfolk, Va,,
in 1791 and spent the Winter of that year mainly in
Pennsylvania. But while resting he was conceiving
schemes for the future management of the property in-
trusted to him, and on a flying visit which he paid to the
land in midwinter he located the site of a future town
which was to bear his name—and still bears it, although
its intended greatness has not yet materialized. He also
became a citizen and received a deed of the lands of the
syndicate, as the law did not permit aliens to own real
estate in New York. Next Spring, 1792, he entered on
his duties in earnest and soon had * things hummin’,” as
the Yankees say. The property was quickly surveyed
and improvements begun. He opened roads, built
bridges, laid out farms, erected schoolhouses and hotels,
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and, more important than all, had the tract widely talked
about and induced intending settlers to visit the territory
and buy or lease its lands. His greatest energy was de-
voted, however, to the town of Bath, named after Lady
Bath, the only daughter of Sir William Pulteney, which
he founded in 1793. It was to be a metropolitan city, and
he hustled to make it great. It had a newspaper, a the-
atre, a racecourse, and, for a time, was the centre of a
great amount of business, of real estate speculation, and
of schemes of all sorts. Naturally all that attracted crowds
to the place, and its population increased; but the throng
was mainly composed of speculators, gamblers, and ad-
venturers of various sorts—hardly the sort of people to
give a settlement any permanence. But while the boom
lasted, Bath enjoyed the luxury of indulging in hopes of
a glorious future, and every month seemed to add to
Capt. Williamson's importance, while the members of
the syndicate in London, when they looked at the neat
maps of the estate and the extensive plan of the City
of Bath, had visions of unexampled wealth lying in their
coffers. Williamson was elected to the State Legislature,
was appointed a Judge, had Steuben County created,
and was its representative in the Assembly, and became
Colonel of the local militia. He had a large establish-
ment, kept open house, and entertained lavishly. Among
his other guests were the Duke de la Rochefoucault and
his suite, and that nobleman afterward wrote an inter-
esting account of his sojourn in the collection of small
houses which formed the Williamson home, and which
l.ad been built from time to time, just as increased ac-
commodation was required. Afterward Williamson
erected for himself a stately mansion, which was long
the most imposing private residence in the county. Will-
iamson's schemes and plans would certainly have had
wonderful results had he been allowed to carry them on
in his own way. But his doings were on an extravagant
and costly scale, and as no dividends were being remitted
to London, the syndicate became restive. All retired,
selling their interests to Pulteney, and that capitalist in
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1800 revoked Williamson’s appointment. The latter re-
mained in Steuben for a few years, attending to his own
affairs and seeing the work he had inaugurated and so
hopefully developed gradually falling into a state of
decay. Domestic troubles helped to make his position ad-
ditionally embarrassing and his prospects more gloomy,
and in 1806 he went back to Scotland. Two years later
he got an appointment from the British Government in
connection with the Island of Jamaica, and while on the
journey there died of yellow fever at New Orleans, in
September, 1808.

Bath soon fell into decay and never regained its promi-
nence, nor did much success attend the town of Will-
iamson, or that of Cameron, which latter was founded
not far away and about the same time by Dugald Came-
ron, who accompanied Williamson from Scotland to help
him in the work of the agency. But if the Scotch people
did not found towns very successfully, they gave to the
county a race of settlers who, to the present day, are
proud of their ancestry and have developed the agricul-
tural resources of Steuben to their fullest extent.

It must not be inferred from the failure of Williamson's
schemes that either his judgment or methods were at
fault. The trouble lay simply in the impatience of the
people at headquarters, who expected an immediate
profit upon their capital. Nor are Scotsmen to be re-
garded as failures in respect to town founding in Amer-
ica. Half of the towns in Canada, the centres which are
the marts of the country, were founded by Scotsmen,
and, indeed, to the present day are controlled by people
whose boast is that they are either native-born Scotch
or of Scotch descent. The City of Chicago was really
founded by John Kinzie, an Indian trader and agent,
the son of a Scotsman, John McKenzie, although the
name got twisted round a little to suit the people who
could not catch hold of the grand old Scotch name, just
as a well-known New York clergyman whose name
was Menzies when he landed, and pronounced it like
a true Scot “ Meengies,” found himself so often ad-
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dressed as Mingins that he was forced to adopt that
very peculiar modification of an old Celtic name. Kinzie
was born at Quebec in 1763, and died in the city he had
founded in 1828, probably without much idea of its ulti-
mate greatness. Another example of a prosperous
American town founded by a Scot is Paterson, N. J,
which owed its origin to the public spirit of Alexander
Hamilton, Washington’s Secretary of the Treasury, and
until the present day its Scottish residents have been re-
garded as among its most representative citizens.

An instance of a pioneer in humble life, although a
pioneer very much against his will, is that of Peter Will-
iamson, a sort of universal genius, who acquired more
than local fame by being the first to introduce the penny
post into Edinburgh and more than fleeting reputation
by having his portrait done by Kay, the Edinburgh en-
graver and miniature painter, and included in the pub-
lished collection of that noted caricaturist’s works. From
that wonderful storehouse of quaint information we learn
that Williamson, who was a native of the Parish of
Aboyne, was kidnapped in Aberdeen when only eight
years of age. The ship a month later started on a
voyage to America, when Williamson and some other
voung unfortunates were permitted to go on deck and
assigned to various duties. The ship was wrecked off
Cape May, but no lives were lost, and the crew camped
in the woods for three weeks, when the kidnapped lads
were taken to Philadelphia and sold for £16 a head.
Williamson's master appears to have been a rather kind-
hearted sort of fellow, and he made his bondsman as
comfortable as possibie. He died, however, when Will-
iamson was seventeen years of age, lcaving him £120 in
cash, a horse, and other valuables. For seven years more
Williamson worked wherever he could find employment,
being his own master, and managed to save a little
money. Then he determined to settle down for life, and,
marrying the daughter of a planter, received with her a
gift of a farm of some 200 acres on the Pennsylvania
frontier. His troubles then began.
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It was not long after he had gotten fairly settled down
that one evening, his wife being absent, making a call,
he heard the terrible Indian war whoop, and soon his
house was surrounded and he was forced to surrender
to the savages. After they had destroyed his buildings
and stock they carried him off with them on their march
of destruction. They committed many fiendish cruelties
as they proceeded, burning and destroying all they could
not take away, murdering without scruple, and carrying
into captivity a few unfortunates who took their fancy,
principally as fit subjects for torture. Williamson's treat-
ment was something terrible even to read about, and he
appears to have been the most gently handled of the
lot. They tied him so tightly to trees that the blood
oozed from his finger nails; they applied burning faggots
to various parts of his body, threw tomahawks at him,
beat him unmercifully, forced him to carry the heaviest
possible loads, starved him, and, to put it mildly, made
him emphatically decide that life really was not worth
living. After several months of this sort of pioneering,
Williamson managed to make his escape, and at the close
of a series of startling adventures reached his father-in-
law’s house, only to find that his wife had died shortly
after his capture. For three years Williamson served
with the military forces of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, repaying the Indians with interest for what he
had suffered, and rose to the rank of Lieutenant in the
army by his bravery and success as an Indian fighter.
This pleasant occupation was stopped at length by his
capture by the French. On being released he was taken
to Plymouth, England, and, being there found unfit for
further service, was graciously discharged from His
Majesty's service with six shillings in his pocket. His
after career in his native land was full of startling inci-
dents, but they do not concern us here. He died at Edin-
burgh, in poor circumstances, in 1799.

Some people might deny that Williamson was exactly
a pioneer, as he did not betake himself to open up new
fields, or of his own volition went into sections of the
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country which, prior to his time, had not been under the
observation or the sway of white men. But he was there,
nevertheless, and his experiences and observations were
of value in the struggle for possession then going on. If
we turn, however, to the careers of such men as Donald
Mackenzie or Robert Stuart, we will meet with pioneers
whose claim to the title not even the most fastidious in
the choice of words and terms will affect to deny. A
great deal of the adventures of these two men and of
several other Scotch pioneers, is to be found in Washing-
ton Irving’s delightful work, “ Astoria,” which possibly
presents a more graphic and truthful description of old
American frontier life than any other volume. Donald
Mackenzie was born in Scotland in 1783, spent his early
manhood in the service of the Northwest Company, and
became one of the partners in Astor’s American Fur
Company, mainly because promotion in the other con-
cern was slow, and under new conditions and auspices
he saw a chance of bettering his prospects. Like most
of the other Scots who joined Mr. Astor as partners in
the new company, he apprehended that he might be
called upon to take part in opposition to his own coun-
trymen, but the fact that the Dritish Minister to the
United States, to whom the whole matter had been pri-
vately submitted by two of the Scotch partners, saw no
reason why men owning allegiance to the British flag
should not take part in an American expedition to trade
in a territory which was at that time no-man’s land,
quieted his scruples, as it did that of the others. Irving
tells us that prior to joining the Astor Company, Mac-
kenzie “ had been ten years in the interior in the service
of the Northwest Company and valued himself on his
knowledge of ‘woodcraft’ and the strategy of Indian
trade and Indian warfare. He had a frame seasoned to
toils and hardships, a spirit not to be intimidated, and
was reputed to be a remarkable shot, which of itself was
sufficient to give him renown on the frontier.” His ad-
ventures are fully related in the pages of “ Astoria,” and,
indeed, if the doings of Stuart, Mackenzie, Mackay, and
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other Scots were taken out of that book, its subject mat-
ter would occupy only a few pages. Mackenzie seems to
have been intended by nature for a pioneer. His soul rev-
elled in the trackless woods; he knew no sense of fatigue
or fear, was perfectly happy with each day's work, had
no care for the future, took a delight in getting the best
of the Indians in any transaction, warlike or peaceful;
was always ready for any expedition, no matter how
hopeless it seemed, and had that degree of chivalrous
daring which was most likely to inspire admiration in
the hearts of friends and foes alike. An instance is given
so graphically in Irving’s narrative that we cannot for-
bear quoting it here, although that volume is happily
still widely read. A rifle belonging to one of Macken-
zie's associates was held as a trophy in an Indian village
after its owner had fallen into the hands of the redskins.
Being near that same village with a small party, Mac-
kenzie determined to make an attempt to recover the
rifle, and along with two of his men, who volunteered
to accompany him, started on his dangerous mission.
*“The trio,” wrote Irving, * soon reached the opposite
side of the river. On landing, they freshly primed their
rifles and pistols. A path, winding for about a hundred
yards among rocks and crags, led to the village. No
notice seemed to be taken of their approach. Not a soli-
tary being-—man, woman, or child—greeted them. The
very dogs, those noisy pests of an Indian town, kept
silence. On entering the village, a boy made his appear-
ance and pointed to a house of larger dimensions than
the rest. They had to stoop to enter it. As soon as they
had passed the threshold, the narrow passage behind
them was filled up by a sudden rush of Indians, who had
before kept out of sight. Mackenzie and his compan-
ions found themselves in a rude chamber of about
twenty-five feet in length and twenty in width. A bright
fire was blazing at one end, near which sat the chief,
about sixty years old. A large number of Indians,
wrapped in buffalo robes, were squatted in rows, three
deep. forming a semi-circle round three sides of the
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room. A single glance sufficed to show them the grim
and dangerous assembly into which they had intruded,
and that all retreat was cut off by the mass which blocked
up the entrance. The chief pointed to the vacant side of
the room, opposite the door, and motioned for them to
take their seats. They complied. A dead pause ensued.
The grim warriors around sat like statues, each muffled
in his robe, with his fierce eyes bent on the intruders.
The latter felt they were in a perilous predicament.
‘Keep your eyes on the chief while I am addressing
him,” said Mackenzie to his companions. ‘Should he
give any sign to his band, shoot him and make for the
door.” Mackenzie advanced and offered the pipe of peace
to the chief, but it was refused. He then made a regular
speech, explaining the object of their visit and proposing
to give in exchange for the rifle two blankets, an axe,
some beads, and tobacco. When he had done the chief
arose, hegan to address him in a low tone, but soon be-
came loud and violent, and ended by working himself
up into a furious passion. He upbraided the white men
for their sordid conduct in passing and repassing
through their neighborhood without giving them a blan-
ket or any other article of gocds merely because they
had no furs to barter in exchange, and he alluded with
menaces of vengeance to the death of the Indian killed
by the whites in the skirmish at the falls. Matters were
now verging to a crisis. It was evident the surrounding
savages were only waiting a signal from the chief to rush
on their prey. Mackenzie and his companions had grad-
ually risen to their feet during the speech, and had
brought their rifles to a horizontal position, the barrels
resting in their left hands; the muzzle of Mackenzie's
piece was within three feet of the speaker’s heart. They
cocked their rifles; the click of the locks for a moment .
suffused the dark cheek of the savage, and there was a
pause. They coolly but promiptly advanced to the door;
the Indians fell back in awe and suffered them to pass.
The sun was just setting as they emerged from the
dangerous den. They took the precaution to keep along
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the tops of the rocks as much as possible on their way
back to the canoe and reached the camp in safety, con-
gratulating themselves on their escape and feeling no
desire to make a second visit to the grim warriors of
Wish-ram.”

After a life of such adventure it is wonderful to record
that Mackenzic spent a short season of repose before he
died at Maysville, N. Y., in 1851.

Stuart was a man much superior, intellectually, to
Mackenzie, although he had all his qualities of hardi-
hood, daring, and an equal experience of frontier life.
He was born at Callander in 1783, a scion of one of the
recognized septs of the Stuarts,and the grandson of Alex-
ander Stuart, Rob Roy's most bitter enemy. He crossed
the Atlantic in 1806. Irving describes him as *an easy
soul and of a social disposition. He had seen life in
Canada and on the coast of Labrador; had been a fur
trader in the former and a fisherman on the latter, and
in the course of his experiences had made various ex-
peditions with voyageurs. He was accustomed, there-
fore, to the familiarity which prevails between that class
and their superiors, and the gossipings which take place
among them when seated round a fire at their encamp-
ments. Stuart was never so happy as when he could
seat himself on the deck with a number of these men
around him in camping style, smoke together, passing
the pipe from mouth to mouth, after the manner of the
Indians; sing old Canadian boat songs, and tell stories
about their hardships and adventures, in the course of
which he rivalled Sinbad in his long tales of the sea,
about his fishing exploits off Labrador.” This personage
occupies a very prominent position throughout the vol-
ume on Astoria, and, indeed, he was one of Mr. Astor’s
most trusted partners in that expedition. Particular care
is devoted to relate his memorable journey across the con-
tinent—he was the third to attempt such a task—which
lasted from June, 1812, until the middle of the following
year. For the details of this journey the inquirer cannot
do better than study the pages of Irving’s book, and
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there he will find much additional information about
Scottish and other pioneers connected with earlty Ore-
on.

g In 1819, Stuart left Oregon and settled at Mackinaw,
Mich., where he continued to act as a fur trader and was
appointed by the Federal Governmént Commissioner for
the Indian tribes of the Northwest. In 1834 he settled in
Detroit, and among other important offices, served as
Treasurer of Michigan. His honesty was of the most
scrupulous order, and when he died, at Chicago, in 1848,
his loss was regretted by the Indian tribes over whom he
had exercised authority, for thev recognized in him a
true friend, one whose word was his bond, and a man
who was ever ready to further their welfare. Such a man
deserves to be held in kindly remembrance. He was
faithful to every trust imposed upon him. Whatever duty
was intrusted to him was well done. His whole life had
all the elements of romance, but its entire series of events
were always controlled by some useful, practical purpose
and of direct benefit to the country of which he became a
citizen. His devotion to the land of his adoption was re-
produced in the career of his son, David, who was born
at Brooklyn in 1816. Educated as a lawxer he became
very popular in public hfe!md served in Congress as one
of the Representatives 'of Michigan, from December,
1853, to March, 1855. Then he removed to Chicago to
become attorney for the Illinois Central Railroad. In
1861, when the war broke out, he went to the front as
Colonel of the Fifty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and com-
manded a brigade under Sherman. After being wounded
at Shiloh, he was laid aside from military service for a
while, but soon returned to active duty, and, being ap-
pointed a Brigadier General of Volunteers, performed
brilliant service at Corinth and other places. At that
time, however, political feeling ran high, and, being a
Democrat, Congress failed to confirm his appointment,
so he retired from the army and resumed the practice of
law at Detroit. He died there in 1868.

The Scotch pioneers may be divided into three classes
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—those whose efforts were directed to wholesale coloniz-
ing; those who braved the dangers apd discomforts of
the new land as individual settlers, and“those who were
simply explorers. In the first of these classes, a most
noted figure is that of Thomas, fifth Earl of Selkirk—the
brother of that Lord Daer whose only title to remem-
brance, or immortality, as some would say, lies in the
fact that he invited Robert Burns to dinner, and that the
latter wrote a poem about it. Lord Selkirk was born in
1771, and in 1799 succeeded to his ancestral title and
estates. l.ike nearly all the rest of his family, he was
possessed of much public spirit. He visited America in
1802-3, and was so struck by the benefits which were
likely to accrue to his countrymen through organized im-
migration that throughout his career he never ceased to
advocate all measures tending to promote the settlement
in Canada of Scotch colonies. His appearance while
traveling in America is thus described in a letter written
by Mrs. Thomas Morris: ‘I recollect a short visit from
Prince Ruspoli, Grand Master of the Knights of Malta,
and in a few days from Lord Selkirk on his journey to
visit a settlement he was forming in Canada—far to the
north. He struck me as a reserved, diffident young man,
almost austere in his dress, with heavy, dusty shoes tied
with leather thongs; but then, to support his aristocratic
pretenses, he had a dandy servant, who laid out his toilet
like a lady’s.” His first experience as a colonizer, in
Prince Edward Island, was very encouraging. In the
history of that island by the late Duncan Campbell, we
read: “ The Earl of Selkirk brought out to his property
about 800 souls. They were located on land north and
south of Point Prim, which had been previously occupied
by French settlers, but a large portion of which was now
again covered with wood and thus rendered difficult of
cultivation. Many of His Lordship’s tenants became suc-
cessful settlers.” He also settled a colony in Kent, Onta-
rio, which proved very prosperous.

But the settlement by which Lord Selkirk is best re-
membered in the annals of Canada is that of the Red
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River colony, in what is now the Province of Manitoba.
While residing in Montreal he heard many stories of the
wonderful fertility of the Northwest, and saw in that sec-
tion an unlimited field for settlement. He bought largely
of the stock of the Hudson Bay Company, and through
the influence he thus acquired, he was enabled to induce
that corporation to sell him a vast tract of land in the
Red River Valley in 1811. The lands were fertile and
eminently suited for an agricultural community. Nature
had done everything possible to aid man to reap a rich
harvest from the soil, and even the severity of the Win-
ters had their advantages. The settlers, mainly from
Kildonan, Sutherlandshire, arrived in the Fall of 1812,
and were given holdings around Fort Garry—the site
of which is now included in the thriving City of Winni-
peg. It was a wild time. The rivalries of the different
fur-trading companies often culminated in a fight in the
settlement, and the Indians harassed the colonists’ lives
and destroyed their crops. The first Winter’s experience
disheartened many, and a memorable march was made
by the faint-hearted ones back to civilization. Those
who remained encountered many misfortunes and dis-
asters, and we read that in a battle in June, 1819—the
battle of Seven Oaks—twenty of the colonists lost their
lives. Then they had to abandon their holdings and were
reduced to terrible straits. The Earl returned to America
in 1817 and, learning of the troubles in the Red River
Valley, started there with a small but sufficient force to
re-establish his authority. This was successful, life and
property were rendered safe, and the last vestige of the
Indian claims on the lands was removed by a solemn
treaty with the chiefs of the Salteaux and Cree tribes.
Lord Selkirk died at Paris in 1821, and in 1836 the Hud-
son Bay Company repurchased the lands from his heirs
for £84,000. From 1817, however, Manitoba gradually
advanced in population and importance, not by any
“boom,” but slowly and surely, and to-day it is one of
the most progressive of the provinces in the Canadian
federation. In its entire history Scotsmen crop out in
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every page and predominate in all the commercial,
financial, manufacturing, mining, educational, legisla-
tive, and other interests over those of all other nationali-
ties.

The Mackenzie River, one of the great waterways of
Northwestern Canada—a navigable stream for over 800
miles from the Great Slave Lake to the Arctic Ocean—
takes its name along with the name of the bay at its
mouth from its discoverer, Sir Alexander Mackenzie.
This indefatigable traveler was a native of Inverness,
where he was born in 1755. He was a merchant in Cana-
da, and after he became connected with the Northwest
Fur Company, was able to indulge in his desire for ex-
ploration. He traveled through the entire Northwest,
penetrating over the Rockies to the Pacific, and told the
story of his adventures and discoveries, notably that of
the Mackenzie River, in 1789, in a modest sort of way
in a work he published in 1801. In the following year
he was knighted. Another Canadian merchant who be-
came an explorer was Duncan McTavish, a native of
Strathherrick, Inverness-shire. For twenty-four years he
traveled through the Northwest in furtherance of the
interests of the Northwest Company. He managed to
win the entire confidence of the Indians, among whom
his business transactions chiefly lay. While engaged in
this service he anticipated one of the purposes of the
Canadian Pacific Railway by conceiving the idea that
the natural course of trade between the Orient and
Europe was through Canada, and it was while making
explorations with a view to mapping out a route for this
trade that he was drowned, with six companions, near
Cape Disappointment, on the Northern Pacific Ocean,
in 1815. The name of McTavish has been a prominent
one in the history of the far Western Provinces of Cana-
da. John George McTavish, one of the partners of the
Northwest Company, was the conqueror at Astoria when
that port had to be abandoned, and dictated the terms of
surrender, although he did it on a liberal and honorable
_basis. Another of the same sept, William McTavish, who



PIONEERS. 67

left Scotland in 1833 and entered the Hudson Bay Com-
pany as a clerk, became its chief factor in 1852. After-
ward, as Governor of Assiniboia and of Rupert's Land,
he did much good work by the introduction of law and
order into those then wild territories. He died in Liver-
pool, while on a European trip in search of health, in
1872.

Z\mong the thousands of Scotsmen whose labors and
enterprise made the Hudson Bay Company as impor-
tant as it was to the early discovery and development of
Canada, and its dividends so satisfactory to the pockets
of its stockholders, none held a higher place or did more
good work than George Simpson. IHe was a native of
Lochbroom, Ross-shire, and commenced his business
career as a clerk in a merchant’s office in London. 1le
there attracted the attention of Lord Selkirk, and through
that nobleman’s interest got an appointment in the serv-
ice of the Hudson Bay Company. Early in 1820 Simpson
sailed for Canada, and almost as soon as he reached
Montreal started off to his post of duty in the then un-
known lands around Lake Athabasca. His first Winter
there was one of great privation, but he liked the work
and saw in it an opportunity for a prosperous future. At
that time the rivalry between the Hudson Bay Com-
pany and the Northwest Company was at its height, but
Simpson acted with such energy that when, in 1821, the
rivals pooled their issues, he was appointed Governor of
one of the departments. Indeed, it is asserted on good
grounds that it was at his suggestion and through his
diplomacy that the coalition of the rival companies was
effected. Subsequently he- was appointed Governor of
Rupert’s Land and General Superintendent of the Hud-
son Bay Company’s affairs. It was while holding these
responsible positions that he promoted those schemes
of discovery by which his name is most generally re-
called. Under his direction most of the Arctic coast was
surveyed, and his liberality, his apparently intuitive esti-
mate of the capabilities of the men he employed, or was
associated with, or called to his assistance, and his good
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judgment in planning the various expeditions he fitted
out were rewarded with knighthood in 1841. In that
year he made a tour round the world, an account of
which he afterward published in two handsome volumes.
Sir George'’s closing years were spent at Lachine, near
Montreal, and he took a leading part in financial affairs
in that city. His hospitality was unbounded, and only
a few days before his death, in 1860, he entertained the
Prince of Wales in a manner befitting the heir to the
British throne.

This representative Scot had a brother, Alexander
Simpson, who was a trusted official of the Hudson Bay
Company, was for a long time afterward British Consul
at Hawaii, and enriched the literature of travel by the
compilation of several volumes descriptive of places lie
had seen. The intellectual genius of the family, how-
ever, was Thomas Simpson, a cousin of the two already
mentioned. He was born at Dingwall in 1808, and had
a brilliant career at Aberdeen University, where he won,
among other honors, the Huttonian Prize. On complet-
ing his studies, he went to Canada and entered the serv-
ice of the Hudson Company. His immediate work seemns
to have been more scientific than commercial, however,
and in 1836 he was placed in command of an expedition
which succeeded in tracing the coast line from the mouth
of the Mackenzie River to Point Barrow, and from the
mouth of Coppermine River to the Gulf of Boothia. This
expedition occupied over three vears, and it was while
returning from it, in 1840, that he was murdered by some
Indians near Turtle River. He claimed in some of his
memoranda and letters to have discovered a clear water
passage between the Atlantic and the Pacific, and his
claim was well founded, although the passage has been
of no service to commerce. The dream of most of these
Scotch explorers was to find a way for opening up a
direct trade with India and China, either through Canada
or by water. At that time railroads were still in the
stages of early experiment, and a practical waterway
would have settled the question, while a route across the
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continent would have been more difficult, and as tedious
and costly as the long voyage around the Cape, which it
was hoped to avoid. Nowadays the Suez Canal and the
transcontinental railroad systems have brought the East
very much nearer to the commercial centres of Europe
and taken all the practical interest out of the once burn-
ing question of a Northwest passage.

Another name connected with the New Canada is that
of Sir James Douglas, who passed away at Victoria,
British Columbia, in 1877. He was born in Demerara,
British Guiana, of Scotch parents. His father died when
James was a lad, and he went with an elder brother to
Canada. There he entered the service of the Northwest
Company and was soon recognized as one of its most
adventurous and indomitable agents. When that com-
pany consolidated with its great rival he was advanced
to the dignity of chief factor. In that capacity he visited
even the most distant and outlying posts of the company
and became as well acquainted with the “ primeval for-
ests and everlasting hills” as the Indians themselves.
His adventures were many and dangerous. Once, for
instance, he was kept a close prisoner for six weeks by
some Indians, and was so long prevented from reporting
his whereabouts that he was supposed to have been
killed by the red men, or to have died in the bush. In
1833 he became chief agent of the region west of the
Rocky Mountains, and in 1851 was made Governor of
the infant colony of Vancouver. In 1859, when Van-
couver was made a Crown colony, he was appointed its
Chief Executive by the Government, and made a Com-
panion of the Bath. In 1863 he received the honor of
knighthood, and a year later retired to private life to
enjoy a few years of well-earned rest before answering to
the last great call—the call that summons all men.

We have said that one of Sir George Simpson’s quali-
fications as a successful administrator lay in his ability
to judge of the capacity of the men over whom he had
control. An instance of this is given in the career of one
of his most trusted associates, that of Robert Campbell,
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who died at Winnipeg in 1890, at the ripe old age of
eighty-six. Few adventurers attain such wealth of years,
but it is noticeable of the Scotch pioneers in the Cana-
dian Northwest that they were a long-lived race, in spite
of the hardships and privations and dangers through
which they passed. Campbell was born in Perthshire
and worked on his father’s farm until his twenty-second
year, when he entered the Hudson Bay Company’s
service. One of his first duties was to take part in an
expedition to Kentucky to purchase a lot of sheep and
convey them into the company’s territory. The journey
from Kentucky to Canada with the animals was a long
and tedious one, and most of them died on the way. It
was the result of his experiences on this trip that induced
Campbell, long afterward, to import to Manitoba West
Highland cattle, a breed which is better adapted for
standing the climate than any other. In 1834 he became
attached to the agency at Fort Simpson, and showed his
mettle by volunteering to establish a post on Dease’s
Lake, a position of great danger, as the Indians there
were in the service of Russian traders and bitterly op-
posed to the incursions of the British adventurers. He
held his position there in spite of jealousies and dangers,
and made it fairly remunerative.

Enough has been said to show the pioneer services
of the Scottish race, and we leave that branch of our
subject here, although it might be extended almost in-
definitely. Such names as those we have dwelt upon,
and hundreds of others that might be mentioned, are
really part and parcel of the history of the Northwestern
provinces, and when that history comes to be fittingly
written, the names of these Scotch pioneers, traders, and
merchants will certainly, if the history be an honest one,
receive due and deserved prominence. Nor is the race
extinct even yet. The pioneers are no longer fur traders,
but Government surveyors, and year after year the im-
mense territory to the north of the settled strip along the
great lakes is being made known to the world by a num-
ber of hardy scientists, and such names among them as
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Gordon, Ogilvie, Ross, Robertson, and McLatchie are
sufficiently indicative that Scotland is still to the front in
bringing a knowledge of the resources of Canada to the
civilized world. It was one of these pioneers, Andrew
R. Gordon, a native of Aberdeen, who first demonstrated
the advisability of a railroad connection between Winni-
peg and Hudson’s Bay, and when his plans are carried
out, as they are certain sooner or later to be, Manitoba
will be in direct, cheap, and comparatively easy com-
munication with FEurope for at least six months in each
year, while Winnipeg will rival Glasgow as a commer-
cial centre.

Nor is the spirit of colonizing yet dead. It is still help-
ing to people Manitoba and other new Canadian prov-
inces, and every now and again we hear of fresh colonies
arriving from the old land and settling down on the far
West in this country as well as in Canada, and even in
some of the Southern States. Sometimes such colonies
turn out disastrously, as did one or two that settled a
few years ago in North Carolina, mainly because they
were badly managed and because the ground selected
was unfitted for cultivation. In short, the colonies failed
because the colonists were the victims of land sharks,
and had not taken the precaution of fully acquainting
themselves with all the facts in the case. But such
failures are exceptions, and these colonies are generally
successful, even when they cast their lot in some of the
older settled portions of the continent. In 1873 a colony
was settled in Victoria County, New Brunswick, certain-
ly not a part of Canada which is very extensively
“boomed ” for its fertility or its future. A recent visitor
to the settlement writes: “ The colony was organized by
a Capt. Brown, belonging to Kincardineshire, who
brought the people over in the Castilia, a steamer of
which he was commander. A large proportion of these
colonists were from the Mearns, some from Aberdeen,
Montrose, Forfar, Kirriemuir, and Glasgow. One man,
I found, was from Inverarity, and his wife from Dundee.
This lady told me she had been born and brought up in
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Dundee, but had never been down the length of the
{Broughty] Ferry. Those who have been most success-
ful and are the most contented are those who have been
at farm service in the Old Country. Here, they say, they
cnjoy a degree of independence, comfort, and style of
living which they never could have attained at home.”

Thus, among the pioneers of the American Continent,
in all classes, dignified and humble, we find the Scot
holding a position which is everywhere honorable to his
nationality and helpful to the continent itself. His efforts
have ever been on the side of law and order, have ever
been on conservative lines, and have been accomplished
with a disregard of personal danger worthy of the repre-
sentative of a nation whose struggle for civil and re-
ligious freedom has made personal heroism to be ac-
cepted by the world as one of the most noted character-
istics of the race.




CHAPTER III.
COLONIAL GOVERNORS.

ONE of the most interesting figures in the military
service of King William 11I. and of Queen Anne was
Lord George Hamilton Douglas, son of Duchess Anne
of Hamilton and her husband, William, Earl of Selkirk,
who was created Duke of Hamilton at her request. Lord
George was born in 1666 and was bred a soldier. In 1690
he was made a Colonel and two years later was in com-
mand of the Royal Scots Regiment. His skill and bravery
in the field, in Ireland and Flanders, commended him to
King William, who awarded him the rank of Brigadier
General, and in 1696 conferred on him the old Scotch
title of Earl of Orkney. To complete his happiness, the
King gave the wife of the new peer a grant of most of
the private estates in Ireland of King James II. Queen
Anne was profuse in her favors to the Earl of Orkney,
who served with distinction in her wars, under Marl-
borough, and helped very materially to win such victo-
ries as Blenheim, Ramiliies, and Oudenarde. She com-
missioned him a Lieutenant General, made him a Privy
Councillor, a Knight of the Thistle, and he was one of
the peers of Scotland who were returned to PParliament
after the Union. King George 1. continued the series of
royal favors which marked the career of this favorite of
fortune. He appointed him a “ Gentleman Extraordi-
nary ” of the Bedchamber, an honorary office which gave
the Earl a position at Court; Governor of Edinburgh
Castle, Lord Lieutenant of Lanarkshire, a Field Mar-
shal, and he died at London in 1737, in possession of all
his faculties and honors.

73
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Anotiuter of the honorary offices held by this much
favored individual was that of Governor of Virginia. The
Earl of Orkney never saw America and knew nothing
;of Virginia except its name, and probably cared little
‘about it except for the emoluments his office as its Gov-
ernor brought himi. Such titular honors were very nu-
merous in the history of the royal families of Europe,
and America since its discovery has furnished a goodly
share of them. If Lord Orkney did Virginia no good,
he certainly did it no harm, and that, at all events, is
more than can be said of many of those who tried
their hands at serious statesmanship by muddling and
marring its affairs. Ilis possession of the office gives
him a sort of left-handed claim to recognition in a work
like this, although he more properly belongs to the
story of the Scot in Europe, in which, indeed, his
achievements and honors make him a striking figure.
Hardly as much can be said of a later Governor of Vir-
ginia, whose connection with the province was also
merely titular, and who never saw it, although he served
with the army in America. That was John Campbeli,
fourth Earl of L.oudoun, whose rather inglorious mili-
tary career in America, as commander in chief of the
forces, lasted a little over a year, and was terminated by
his sudden recall. He was appointed Governor in 1756,
but his time in America was devoted entirely to his mili-
tary duties. His transatlantic failure did not apparently
affect his standing at home, and he continued the recipi-
ent of many honors until his death, in 1782.

William Drummond, who was Governor of “ Albe-
marle County Colony,” was as active and aggressive in
American affairs as the two personages just named were
not. Drummond, who was a native of Perthshire, justly
ranks as one of the earliest of American patriots. IHe
took a prominent part in Nathaniel Bacon’s insurrec-
tion in 1676, an insurrection that was brought about by
the insolence and pig-headedness of Sir William Berke-
ley, then Governor of Virginia, to which Albemarle
County (North Carolina) was subject. Drummond, who
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is described by Bancroft as a *“ former Governor of North
Carolina,” did good work in that uprising in sup-
porting the rights of the people, and, though he has been
blamed for the part he took in the burning of James-
town, it might be pleaded that that act was, in the
opinion of himself and his comrades, a grim necessity of
war. ~When the insurrection was crushed by circum-
stances which could not be foreseen, and Drummond
was led a prisoner to the presence of Berkeley, that cow-
ardly braggadocio said, exultingly: “ You are very wel-
come. I am more glad to see you than any man in
Virginia. . You shall be hanged in half an hour.”
Glorifying in the part he had taken in the movement for
individual liberty, Drummond met his fate like the brave
man that he was, his only concern being about the future
of his wife and children. So many lives were sacrificed
in furtherance of the Governor's desire for revenge that
even Charles II., who really valued no life but his own,
exclaimed when the news was brought to him: *“ The old
fool has taken away more lives in that naked country
than I for the murder of my father!” Drummond’s
wife and little ones were thrust from their home and re-
duced to actual want, their necessities being relieved
only by the charitable kindness of the neighboring
planters.

The most notable of the Scottish Colonial rulers of
Virginia in many ways was Alexander Spottiswood, who
served as Lieutenant Governor from 1710 to 1722. He
was a scion of a noted family—the Spottiswoods of
Spottiswood in Berwickshire, the descent of which could
be traced back to the time of Alexander III. One of his
ancestors fell at Flodden, and another at the time of the
Reformation adopted the new tenets, became one of the
leaders of the Kirk, was Superintendent (a title that did
not exactly mean Bishop, but rather something like fore-
man minister,) of Lothian, and was very prominent in
national and church affairs until a few years before his
death, in 1581. The Superintendent’s son became Arch-
bishop of St. Andrews. The Archbishop’s second somn,
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Sir Robert Spottiswood, President of the Court of Ses-
sions and Secretary of State for Scotland, was beheaded
for his devotion to the cause of the royal family of Stu-
art. One of the sons of this unfortunate statesman left
Scotland to seek his fortune, and became physician to
the garrison at Tangiers. Governor Spottiswood was
the only son of this wanderer. Spottiswood entered
the army in early life, and served in Flanders under
Marlborough, with the utmost credit. He was severely
wounded at Blenheim. Among his friends in the army
was the Earl of Orkney, with whose name we opened this
chapter, and when that nobleman was appointed Gov-
ernor of Virginia he secured the selection of Spottis-
wood as Lieutenant. He proved a wise ruler in his ex-
ecutive relations, and probably was the most popular of
all the representatives of the crown who ever adminis-
tered the affairs of the province. His first act, that of
promulgating the habeas corpus law, was in itself an
opening wedge to a term of popularity, and he availed
himself of it to the utmost. He conciliated the red men
and tried to improve their condition. He promoted
education, and was enthusiastic over the fortunes of the
recently established William and Mary College. He
gave considerable thought to agricultural improvement,
and was especially anxious and helpful in improving the
cultivation of tobacco, at that time Virginia’s great ex-
port and principal source of wealth. He also introduced
the manufacture of iron into the province, and sought
by the aid of exploring parties to give to the world a
correct conception of its resources and extent. Under
him Virginia enjoyed a period of great prosperity, and
its importance in every way was gieatly augmented.
Had all the Colonial Governors been men of his stamp
and brains there would have been no Revolution, for the
need would never have arisen.

Perhaps the secret of Governor Spottiswood’s success
lay in the fact that he seems to have made up his mind
to settle permanently in the country. He was not a car-
pet-bagger in the modern sense, or a gentleman advent-
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urer, as that term was cmiployed in the reign of good
Queen Anne. He aimed to promote the best interests of
the country, to preserve the peace within its bounds by
conciliating all classes, by encouraging trade, and by
protecting to the extent of his ability life, property, and
personal liberty. He was a true patriot, and a true
American citizen, and as his home was with the people
he ruled, he had no temptation to grow rich at their ex-
pense, that he might go elsewhere and have no further
interest in the colony beyond the agreeable fancies of
pleasant reminiscences.

In many respects a Lieutenant Governor of a very
different stamp was Robert Dinwiddie, who ruled over
the destinies of Virginia from 1752 to 1758. He was
born near Glasgow in 16go, his father being a mer-
chant in that city, and his mother the daughter of one
of its magistrates. Dinwiddie has often been spoken of
as the discoverer of George Washington, as he was the
first to call the * Father of His Country ” into the pub-
lic service, but if he ever entertained any regard for
Washington it did not last very long. The time during
which Dinwiddie stood at the helm in Virginia was one
that required the exhibition of the most statesmanlike
qualities, and these Dinwiddie does not seem to have
possessed. His mind was not of the comprehensive or-
der; he could not look beyond the exigencies of the
hour; he was fretful and spiteful, and more fond of ex-
hibiting the powers than the graces of his office. Wash-
ington Irving sums up his character in these stinging
words, which seem to be a logical arraignment of his
shortcomings if we may judge by the known facts in his
career: ‘“ He set sail for England in 1758, very little re-
gretted, excepting by his immediate hangers-on, and
leaving a character overshadowed by the imputation of
avarice and extortion in the exaction of illegal fees and of
downright delinquency in regard to large sums trans-
mitted to him by Government to be paid over to the
province in indemnification of its extra expenses, for the
disposition of which he failed to render an account. He
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was evidently a sordid, narrow-minded, and somewhat
arrogant man; bustling rather than active; prone to
meddle with matters of which he was profoundly igno-
rant, and absurdly unwilling to have his ignorance en-
lightened.” It seems a pity for the sake of Dinwiddie’s
good name that he had not remained in Glasgow and
become a merchant, possibly a deacon, like his father
and a bailie like his maternal grandfather.

One cf the titled Governors of Virginia who was much
more than a mere nonentity was John, fourth Earl of
Dunmore. His family was an offshoot of the ducal one
of Athol. He was destined for a military carecer, but
was poor and unable to add much to his wealth by the
chance of war, while his wife, though a daughter of the
ancient house of Galloway, did not bring him any very
tangible accession to his worldly goods. \When, there-
fore, he received the appointment, in 1770, of Governor
of New York, he gladly accepted it, hecause he saw in
the appointment a chance of increasing his personal re-
sources. In short, he crossed over to America simply to
make as much money as he could out of it, and without
much concern as to whether or not the country was to
be benefited by his services. It was, however, a period
demanding the utmost tact and diplomacy, qualities
Lord Dunmore either did not possess, or did not deem
it worth his while, when he had the chance, to exhibit;
and in these facts lie the causes for his ignoble American
career, and the poltroonery, the crime, the silliness by
which it was most distinguished. The Revolutionary
movement at the time of Lord Dunmore’s arrival in
America was approaching a crisis. Discontent was in
the air, uneasiness was prevalent everywhere. But the
Virginians were then loyal to the crown, and a wise
Governor should have strengthened that loyalty by
every means in his power, instead of acting in a manner,
as Lord Dunmore did, to deepen the discontent, to fan
the flames of sedition and to drive the people into open
revolt. Had his LLordship really been a statesman he had
the opportunity while in America of doing yeoman serv-
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ice for his sovereign, but his actions while in the coun-
try failed to exhibit any signs of his possession of that
quality. He was for self first, last, and all the time, and
when Virginia was too hot to hold him—he ran away.
While in New York Lord Dunmore was very popu-
lar, for his term of service did not last long enough to
bring any of his ignoble qualities to the front, but he
seems to have attended strictly to his “ain” business
and acquired some 50,000 acres of land in the State.
He was transferred to the much more valuable post of
Virginia in less than a year, and was heartily welcomed
on his arrival in his new sphere of usefulness. His first
act bound him closely to the hearts of the Virginians,
for he indorsed cordially their remonstrances to the Home
Government against the continuation of the slave trade.
This popularity continued for two or three years, during
which time he waxed rich in land and fees and concealed
Lis personal schemes with the utmost craft. In 1774,
when he was joined by his Countess, the Assembly pre-
sented her with an address of welcome, and got up a
grand ball in her honor. When her daughter was born
she named it Virginia in honor of a province which had
so warmly welcomed her. A year later the poor woman
was glad to take refuge on a British vessel, as she con-
sidered her life in danger at the hands of these same
Virginians. Lord Dunmore’s troubles came on him all
in a heap. He had had a little war with the red men, and
had conducted it so successfully and had brought about
such a favorable peace that the Legislature gave him a
sort of vote of confidence, in which his management of
affairs was spoken of as ““ truly noble, wise, and spirited.”
His agents, however, were out trying to annex lands,
and win fees, as far West as Cincinnati, and some even
operated on the soil of Pennsylvania, inviting trouble
and complaint from that quarter. Then, when the
troubles with the home country were elsewhere ap-
proaching a crisis, he precipitated the outbreak in Vir-
ginia by seizing the powder stored in Williamsburg, by
his arrogant manner, by his threatening to arm the ne-
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groes and the Indians against the white residents, and
by several other unwise sayings and doings. It is not
to be wondered at that Lady Dunmore was soon joined
on the vessel in which she had taken refuge by her hus-
band, himself a fugitive, and that Virginia quickly threw
off her allegiance and ranged herself on the side of the
Revolutionists. The rest of Dunmore’s American story
is equally contemptible. His wanton destruction of
Norfolk cannot be defended on grounds either of mili-
tary necessity or the demands of statesmanship, and
when he finally returned to Britain, it was with anything
but the record of a hero. But his prestige does not ap-
pear to have suffered, although it might truly be said
that his foolishness and personal greed had lost Britain
a province. He continued to be elected to Parliament
by his brother peers of Scotland, and in 1787 he was
sent to the Bahamas as Captain General and Governor,
and there resided, an inoffensive figurehead, for several
years before he returned home again to adorn society
until his death, in 1806.

It is refreshing to turn from such a personage to recall
the nobler career of George Johnstone, who was nom-
inated in 1763 Governor of Florida, when that colony
was ceded by Spain to Great Dritain. Johnstone, who
belonged to the family of Johnstone of Westerhall, was a
Captain in the Royal Navy, a hero in every sense of
the word, and a capable man of affairs, as was abund-
antly proved by his course in Florida, and his career
in Parliament. In 1778 he was one of the Commission-
ers sent out by the British Government to try and re-
store peace in America, and was noted as being out-
spoken in his sympathy with the American people, and
in his condemnation of the wrongs which had driven
them into revolt. But events had by that time pro-
gressed so far that peace could only be procured through
independence or annihilation, and so the commission ac-
complished no practical result, but Johnstone, by a cu-
rious turn in his thoughts and sympathies, then changed
his ideas of the American people and thenceforth was
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among their bitterest detractors. Gov. Johnstone’s tern
of office is additionally interesting in that it was the
means of bringing James Macpherson, the translator of
Ossian, to the country, although only for a short time.
In Mr. Bailey Saunders’s interesting monograph on that
literary hero, we read: ““ In October (1763) one George
Johnstone was gazetted Governor of the Western Prov-
inces and ordered to Pensacola. Like most of the other
American Governors, Johnstone was a Scotchman. Mac-
pherson was offered an appointment as his secretary, and,
in addition, the posts of President of the Council and
Surveyor General. It was a strange shift in the breeze of
his fortune, and of the reasons which led him to yield to
it we have no knowledge. He may have resented the
treatment which he was receiving from men of letters in
London, or he may have found himself in pecuniary or
other difficulties. Certain it is, that in the carly part of
the following year, he set his sails for America. Hec was
absent about two years, but only a portion of that time
was spent at Pensacola, for he soon quarrelled with his
chief and departed on a visit to some of the other prov-
inces. After a tour in the West Indies he returned in
1766. As Surveyor General, he had received a salary of
£200 a year. In a day when pensions formed a larger
part of the machinery of the State than at present, Mac-
pherson was allowed to retain it for life on the condition,
so far as can be gathered, that he should devote himself
henceforth to political writing.” America seems, however,
to have made little impression on the hero of the Ossianic
controversy, if we may estimate the extent of that im-
pression by his silence.

A notable and lovable, and, in every way commend-
able, career was that of Gabriel Johnston, who was Gov-
ernor of North Carolina from 1734 till his death, in
Chowan County, in that State, in 1752. Little is known of
his early career in Scotland except that he was born there
in 1699 and that he studied medicine at St. Andrews Uni-
versity, but he had a predilection for the study of lan-
guages and never practiced. Instead, he became Professor
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of Oriental Languages at St. Andrews, and taught for
several years. Then he removed to London and became
a literary hack, his most notable employment being un-
der Lord Bolingbroke on the latter’s periodical, ** The
Craftsman.” Johnston crossed the Atlantic in 1730, in-
tending to settle in America, and three years later,
through the influence of the Earl of Wilmington, he was
appointed Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina, and
showed his gratitude, among other ways, by naming the
town of Wilmington after his benefactor. Johnston’s life
here was one of peacefulness. His administration was in
every way wise and beneficent, and, although even in his
time there were murmurs against the Home Government,
he kept his charge well in hand and thoroughly loyal to
the Crown. One of his first acts as Governor was to urge
upon the Colonial Assembly the need of making pro-
vision for a thorough school system, and in educational
matters he took a deep personal interest to the end. It
was during his administration, too, that the great influx
of Scotch Highlanders took place into North Carolina.
Thousands of these people settled in the Counties of
Bladen, Cumberland, Robeson, Moore, Richmond, and
Hamet, among others, and their descendants predomi-
nate in these sections till the present day. At Gov.
Gabriel's suggestion, his brother, John Johnston, crossed
to America from Dundee in 1736, and settled in North
Carolina. Among the rest of this man’s family was a child
who had been born in Dundee three years before. This
was Samuel Johnston, afterward a noted figure in the
history of the State. At the Governor’s suggestion, Sam-
uel studied for the bar, and in a short time after he had
passed was in possession of a large practice. When he
grew to manhood he knew no other country except that
in which he had been raised, and was one of the earliest
to earn the title of patriot. When the troubles with the
mother country began to take practical shape, Samuel
Johnston was one of the trusted leaders of the Americans
in the State. In 1775 he was eclected Chairman of the
Provincial Council, and as such, by force of circum-
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stances, which need not be enlarged upon here, virtually
Governor of the State. Bancroft says of him at this junct-
are: “On the waters of Albemarle Sound * * * the
movement [for freedom, or at least a removal of oppres-
sion] was assisted by the writings of young James Ire-
dell, from England, by the letters and counsels of young
Joseph Hewes, and by the calm wisdom of Samuel John-
ston, a native of Dundce, in Scotland, a man revered for
his integrity, thoroughly opposed to disorder and revolu-
tion, if revolution could be avoided without yielding to
oppression.” When the die was finally cast and absolute
separation from the mother country was demanded, John-
ston did not flinch, but cast in his lot with those who de-
manded independence. He was a member of the Conti-
nental Congress in 1781 and 1782, was elected Governor
of his State in 1788, served four years in the Senate of the
United States, and from 1800 to 1803 was a Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States. He closed his long,
useful, and patriotic career at Edenton, North Carolina,
in 1816, and his memory is yet one of the greenest in that
beautiful State.

Besides furnishing in these later days a popular Gov-
ernor General to the Dominion of Canada, in the person
of the Marquis of Lorne, the hiouse of Argyll has given at
least two Governors to territories south of the St. Law-
rence. One of these was Lord William Campbell, youngest
son of the fourth Duke of Argyll. He served in the Royal
Navy and held the rank of Captain when, in 1766, he was
appointed Governor of Nova Scotia. He arrived at Hali-
fax on Nov. 27 of that year, and at once assumed control
of affairs. He proved a satisfactory, if not a brilliant
administrator and enjoyed the confidence of the people.
He faithfully carried their representations to the Home
Government and preserved the relations of the colony to
the mother country unimpaired. He was watchful over
the morals of the people, too, and in one of his orders he
peremptorily forbade public horse racing at Halifax on
account of its tending to * gambling, idleness, and im-
morality.” In 1763 he married Sarah Izard, belonging to
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a wealthy South Carolina family, and sister of that Ralph
Izard who became distinguished as an American patriot,
as a warm friend and unwavering supporter of Washing-
ton, and as the first representative of South Carolina in
the United States Senate. It was his union with this lady
that led, in one way or another, to his receiving the
appointment, in 1775, of Governor of South Caro-
lina, and thither he removed in that year. Before he left
Nova Scotia he was presented with an address of thanks
from the Legislature, extolling his carcer as Governor
and regretting that circumstances should sever their
pleasant relations. Lord William was probably not very
long at his new sphere of duty ere he joined in that re-
gret. The Commonwealth was really in a state of re-
bellion when Lord William arrived, and the address
which the Provincial Council addressed to him on that
occasion must have sounded strange in his ears. “ No lust
of independence,” it said, * has the least influence upon
our councils; no subjects more sincerely desire to testify
their loyalty and affection. We deplore the measures
which, if persisted in, must rend the DBritish Empire.
Trusting the event to Providence, we prefer death to
slavery.” What was wanted in such a crisis was a policy
of conciliation, an exhibition of statesmanship. Lord
William tried an opposite policy and appears to have been
utterly destitute of the necessary qualities to guide a
statesman in a storm. IHis supercilious contempt for the
claims and opinions of the Carolinians helped only to
embitter them still more. He held out no hope of relief
or remedy in connection with the wrongs which had
driven them to take the stand they did. In place of trying
to adjust these wrongs, to soften the people’s thoughts,
to induce them to reason with him, he contented himself
with indulging in threats. “I warn you,” he foolishly
said to the Legislature, “ of the danger you are in; the
violent measures adopted cannot fail of drawing down
inevitable ruin on this flourishing colony.” His value as
a statesman in a crisis may be judged from the fact that
he was unable to grasp the meaning of the American



COLONIAL GOVERNORS. 85

troubles or the extent of the feeling in the hearts of the
people. “ Three regiments, a proper detachment of artil-
lery, with a couple of good frigates, some small craft, and
a bombketch would do the whole business here and go a
great way to reduce Georgia and North Carolina to a
sense of their duty. Charleston is the fountain head from
whence all violence flows; stop that, and the rebellion in
this part of the continent will soon be at an end.” It was
not long after writing this rigmarole that Lord William
had to take refuge on a small British warship, *“ The
Tamer,” and to leave the affairs of his province to be
managed by its people. After a vain attempt to overawe
the Colonists by a show of resistance from the water, he
passed from American view, to reappear again about a
year later in an unsuccessful naval attack on Charleston
Harbor, and in that engagement he was mortally wound-
ed. Like most of his race, he was a brave man, but he
really had little administrative ability. In the loyal quiet-
ness of Nova Scotia he did well enough, but when he
became a prominent figure in “ the time that tried men’s
souls,” he was a distressing failure. At the moment he
assumed its government, South Carolina, says Bancroft,
“needed more than ever a man of prudence at the head
of the administration, and its new Governor owed his
place only to his birth.”

New Jersey in the Colonial days was a favorite settling
place for Scotch refugees, and, naturally, for Scotch Gov-
ernors. Many of the Presbyterian exiles sought the
liberty of conscience which was denied them at home in
its then wild but fruitful territories, and among the early
“ proprietors ” we find the names of many Scotch noble-
men and official dignitaries, and it was after one of them,
an Earl of Perth, that the once great rival of New York,
Perth Amboy, was named. The Quakers, too, began to
see in it a place where their doctrines could be lived up
to without molestation, and one of the most famous of
their number, Robert Barclay of Ury, was appointed
Governor of East Jersey in 1682. Barclay, anthor of the
still classic ““ Apology for the Quakers,” never visited
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his territory; but, nevertheless, his influence in it was
great, and while Quaker influence predominated—a
period of about twenty years—the colony enjoyed won-
derful prosperity. Barclay appointed as his deputy Gavin
Laurie, a native of Edinburgh, a man of peace, who de-
voted himself to developing the resources of his charge,
and the comfort and well-being of its people. He was a
good ruler, and as much may be said of Alexander Skene,
another Quaker Governor, a native of Aberdeen.

Lord Neil Campbell, son of the ninth Earl of Argyll,
visited New Jersey as its Governor in 1687, having pre-
viously bought, or secured in some way, the lands of Sir
George Mackenzie—the * Bluidy Mackenzie” of the
Covenanters. Lord Neil, however, stayed little longer
than to see some of the land over which he was thus
nominally ruler, and does not appear to have meddled
with its affairs in any way. His deputy, Andrew Hamil-
ton, made up in practical work for his lordship’s quali-
ties of nonentity. Hamilton was born at Edinburgh about
1627, and for a time was a merchant in that city. He was
sent to New Jersey as agent for the Scotch “ proprietors,”
and on Lord Neil Campbell's departure became acting
Governor. He was an aggressive sort of personage, and
his official career was rather a stormy omne, but he did
good service to the young country. He was the first to
organize a postal service in the Colonies, having obtained
a patent for a postal scheme from the Crown in 1694.
Gov. Andrew Hamilton died at Burlington, New Jersey,
in 1703. His son John, who died at Perth Amboy in 1746,
was also for a time acting Governor of New Jersey, and
his grandson, James, was the first native-born Governor
of Pennsylvania.

Another Governor of Pennsylvania of Scotch descent
was Thomas McKean, who entered public life as a
Deputy Attorney General in 1756, and retired in 1808,
having in the intervening years held almost every office
in the gift of the people, in State Legislature, in Con-
gress, in the field as a soldier, on the bench as Chief Jus-
tice of Pennsylvania for twenty years, and as Governor of
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the State for nine years. He enjoyed a rare record for
a career of usefulness, in the course of which he exhib-
ited the highest qualities of an orator, a jurist, and an
executive. He was proud of his descent from Scotch for-
bears, and showed his pride publicly in 1792, when he
joined the ranks of the Philadelphia St. Andrew’s Society.

The most notable of the Scotch Governors of Penn-
sylvania, however, was Sir William Keith, who was born
at Peterhead in 1680, and was the son of Sir William
Keith. He was Governor from 1717 till 1726, but left be-
hind him a record for vanity,intrigue and misgovernment,
all of which, however, occupies so large a space in the
early history of Pennsylvania -as not to need recital here.
Keith was a man of the world. He lived for self and
his life was a failure, for he died in London in 1749, while
a prisoner for debt, in the Old Bailey.

New York had its {full quota of Scottish Governors.
The first of them in point of time, and in many ways the
most distinguished, was Major Gen. Robert Hunter,
grandson of Patrick Hunter, of Hunterston, Ayrshire, the
head of an ancient family. Robert Hunter was born at
Hunterston and commenced life as a soldier. In 1707
he was commissioned Governor of Virginia and started
out to take possession of his political prize, but on the
voyage the ship in which he was a passenger was capt-
ured by a French vessel, and the budding Governor was
carried to Paris, a prisoner of war. He never saw Vir-
ginia, and his appointment to the high office of its chief
Executive has been doubted, but his commission is still
extant and carefully preserved among the curiosities of
the Historical Society of Virginia

Gen. Hunter’s real American experience commenced
in June, 1710, when he entered upon his duties as Gover-
nor of New York. He accepted the appointment with
the primal view of adding to his fortune, but he had a
conscience that prevented him from seeking to increase
his wealth by means which were in direct variance to the
welfare of the community among whom his lot was cast.
After being about a year in his office he saw that the de-
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velopment of the colony could only be hastened by add-
ing to its population by means of immigration, and, hav-
ing conceived a scheme about the manufacture of naval
stores by which he might enrich himself, he proceeded to
develop the resources of the country and increase his
own wealth by the introduction of some 3,000 German
laborers from the Palatinate. These people were settled
on the banks of the Hudson River, mainly on lands Dbe-
longing to the Livingstons, and were to produce tar and
turpentine. Their passage money was to be repaid out of
their earnings, and on the same terms they were to be
supplied at first with the necessaries of life. As might be
expected, the scheme was a failure. The immigrants were
virtually contract slaves and were soon so dissatisfied
with their lot that they refused to work, and, when he
washed his hands of the affair and left the immigrants
to shift for themselves, the Goverror was crippled finan-
cially very seriously. His greatest claim to remembrance
is his establishing of a complete Court of Chancery in
the colony, and, although he doubtless saw in such a
court a rich harvest of fees and opportunities for patron-
age, the good accomplished by a tribunal of that descrip-
tion, especially in a developing colony, where new and
intricate questions were daily demanding decisions—de-
cisions which were for all time to rank as precedents—
should not be ignored. In many ways Gov. Hunter was
a model ruler. In questions of religion he was extremely
tolerant, and he believed in every man being permitted to
worship as he thought best. He indulged in no wildcat
schemes and encouraged no extravagant outlay of public
money. He understood the art of managing men and
was on equally good terms with all the parties in the col-
ony. Very popular he was not, and never could be, for he
represented a sovereign power in the person of the King,
while all round him in New York was developing the
theory that the source of all power, even the power to
name Governors and Judges, should be the people con-
cerned. Still he preserved intact the supremacy of his
royal master and maintained peace or harmony in the
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colony, although he foresaw very clearly that a struggle
between the two was certain sooner or later. *“ The Colo-
nies are infants at their mother’s breast,” he wrote to
Lord Bolingbroke, then British Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, *“ but such as will wean themselves when
they become of age.”

When Gov. Hunter retired from the Colony, in 1719,
the Assembly gave him an address in which they launded
his administration of affairs and expressed the opinion
that he had “ governed well and wisely, like a prudent
magistrate; like an affectionate parent.” This praise seems
to have been thoroughly well deserved, and even Amer-
ican writers acknowledge that his official record was not
only an able, but a clean one. Ile was possessed of more
than ordinary talent, was a warm friend of such men as
Addison, St. John, Steele, Shaitesbury, and especially of
Dean Swift, who appears to have entertained for him as
undoubted sentiments of respect and friendship as he en-
tertained for any man. “ Hunter,” wrote John Forster,
in his unfinished life of the great Dean of St. Patrick’s,
“was among the most scholarly and entertaining of his
(Swift’s) correspondents; some of Swift’s own best letters
were written to this friend, and the judgnrent he had
formed of him may be taken from the fact that when all
the world was giving to himself the authorship of Shaftes-
bury’s anonymously printed ‘ Letter on Enthusiasm,’
Swift believed Hunter to have written it.”

Gov. Hunter married the widow of an old companion
in arms in the Marlborough campaigns, Lord John Hay,
son of the second Marquis of Tweeddale, and Colonel of
the Scots Greys. She was the daughter and heiress of Sir
Thomas Orby, a Lincolnshire Baronet, and brought him
considerable wealth. He, however, continued in official
harness to the last and died at Jamaica in 1734, while
holding the post of Governor of that island, one of the
plums of the then colonial service.

Gov. Hunter’s successor in New York was also a
Scotsman—William Burnet. This amiable man was the
son of the famous Bishop Burnet, and grandson of Rob-
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ert Burnet of Crimond, one of the Scotch Lords of Ses-
sion. William Burnet was educated at Cambridge and
admitted to the practice of the law. He appears to have
been fairly successful, but lost all his means in the South
Sea bubble, and, finding himself ruined, looked around
so that he might use his great family influence to secure
for him a colonial appointment. His success was quick,
and in September, 1720, he found himself in New York
as its Governor. His administration was as able and as
honest as that of his“predecessor, and he made himself
immensely popular by his prohibition of trade between
the Indians of New York and the merchants in Canada,
and he even built a fort at his personal expense to help
in protecting the trade of the colony over which he ruled.
The Home Government, however, refused to indorse
Burnet’s course in this instance, but that only added to
his personal popularity. He lost it all, however, by the
policy he adopted toward the Court of Chancery. Briefly
stated, he wanted to make that body independent of pub-
lic sentiment and above public interference, while Colonial
sentiment was that all Judges and all courts should be
subject to the control of the people, either directly or
through their elected representatives. Things reached
such a pass that the Assembly threatened to declare all
acts and decrees of the Court of Chancery as null and
void, and reduced all its fees as a preliminary step in that
direction. The crisis between the Governor and the peo-
ple was ended, greatly to the former’s relief, in 1728,
when he was transferred to the Governorship of Massa-
chusetts. He had not much time to make a name for him-
self there, for he died at Boston in 1729.

Another Scotsman, John Montgomerie, was sworn in
as Burnet’s successor in the New York Governorship on
April 15, 1728. He was a scion of the noble house ol
Eglinton, being the son of Francis Montgomerie of
Giffen, who was a son of Alexander, sixth Tarl of Eglin-
ton. John Montgomerie was an officer in the Guards and
was a member of Parliament from 1710 to 1722. He occu-
pied a high position in society and married a daughter of
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the Earl of Hyndford; but his habits were erratic, hig
tastes extravagant, and he became inextricably involved
in debt. His ancestral estate had to be sold and he was
glad to accept a minor post at the Court of George I.—
the ‘ wee, wee, German lairdie.” It was in the hope of
benefiting his fortunes that he secured the appointment
as the royal representative in New York, but his useful-
ness was gone. His service as Governor was not marked
by any matter of importance. He seemed to be in weak
health from the day he landed, and he died July 31, 1731.

If, however, Gov. Montgomerie occupies but a small
share in the historical annals of the colony, Gov. Colden,
the last of the Scottish Governors, or British Governors,
whose executive rights were recognized by the people,
had a very important position in public affairs for the
fifteen years preceding the Revolution. Cadwallader Col-
den was born at Dunse in 1688. His father, the Rev. Al-
exander Colden, was minister of Dunse, and Cadwallader
was educated at Edinburgh University, with the view of
entering the ministry. His own inclination, however, led
him to study medicine, and he appears to have practiced
that profession in London. In 1710 he crossed the sea
to Philadelphia. His stay there was comparatively short,
for we find him again in London in 1715, when he moved
in the highest intellectual and literary circles. In 1716 he
returned to Scotland and married a Kelso girl, the daugh-
ter of a minister, and soon after left his native land again
for America. After practicing medicine for a time in
Philadelphia, he visited New York and won the friend-
ship of Gov. Hunter, who invited him to settle in the ter-
ritory under his jurisdiction. This he agreed to, mainly
because Hunter backed up his professions of friendship
by the more tangible offer of the position of Surveyor
General of the Colony. Two years later Colden had so
fortified his position with the ruling powers that he ob-
tained a grant of 2,000 acres of land in Orange County
and there built a country home for himself and founded
a village, to which he gave the name of Coldenham,
which it still retains. ITis influence was increased after he
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was appointed, in 1722, a member of His Majesty’s Pro-(
vincial Council, when Gov. Burnet had commenced his;
rule, and he became that personage’s most trusted coun-|
sellor. After Burnet went to Boston, Colden retired to.
Coldenham, and there interested himself in those literary
and scientific pursuits which gave him a prominent posi-
tion in contemporary learned circles. He had a wide
correspondence with scientists on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, and to a suggestion in one of his letters was due the
formation of the American Philosophical Society of Phil-
adelphia. As a member of Council, however, Colden
stdl continued to be active in the politics of the province,
and, as usual, came in for a full share of popular and
official criticism and abuse. In 1760, as senior member
of Council, he was called upon to administer the Govern-
ment on the sudden death of Gov. De Lancey. There-
after, with a few interruptions, he served as Lieutenant
Governor until june 25, 1775, when the progress of the
Revolution laid him on the shelf by wiping out the royal
office. Had Colden thrown in his lot with the Revolu-
tionists, he might have attained a high place in the affec-
tions of the leaders of the successful side, but he remained
steadfast in his loyalty and to the official oaths he had
taken to be faithful to the Home Government, and while
his sympathies were always with the people and his views
were decidedly against unwarranted State interference
and against taxation without representation, he was too
old to renounce hjs allegiance, too near the end of his pil-
grimage to change his flag. Besides, he was of the opin-
ion that all the evils which led to the Revolution could be
amended by united and firm representation to the sov-
ereign and his immediate advisers, and that, therefore,
open rebellion was needless. So when the crash finally
came, and his proclamations, promises, explanations,
diplomacy, and entreaties proved unavailing, the old
Governor retired to a farm near Flushing, L. I., and died
of a broken heart a few months later, in September, 1726,
when in the eighty-eighth year of his age. After the bit-
terness of the contemporary struggle had passed away,
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the public services and brilliant talents of this most ac-
complished of all New York’s royal Governors was more
apparent than at the time when he was an actor in the
drama of history, and his loyal devotion to the duties of
his high office became fully acknowledged on all sides.
“ Posterity,” wrote Dr. O'Callaghan in his “ Document-
ary History of the State of New York,” in summing up
the life work of Colden, ** will not fail to accord justice to
the character and memory of a man to whom this country
is most deeply indebted for much of its science and for
many of its most important institutions, and of whom the
State of New York may well be proud.” And H. G. Ver-
planck said: “For the great variety and extent of
his learning, his unwearied research, his talents, and the
public sphere in which he lived, Cadwallader Colden may
justly be placed in a high rank among the most dis-
tinguished men of his time.” The grandson of Governor
Colden was Mayor of New York from 1818 to 1821, and
in that office had an enviable record.

For a brief period, in 1780, James Robertson was the
nominal Governor of New York. He was born in Scot-
land in 1710, and was a soldier by profession. His record
in America, while he held office under his commission as
Governor, is not, it must be confessed, a creditable one,
and we may dismiss him with the statement that his office
as Governor was merely a titular one, and he never as-
sumed legislative functions. He was a soldier pure
and simple, and, had the Revolutionists been defeated,
might have swayed executive power. But the crisis was
virtually passed when he came upon the scene, and we
need not follow his doings further than to say that he
returned to Britain in safety from the conflict and died in
England in 1788

After the Revolution, the history of the United States
presents us with several instances of Scotsmen holding
the office of Governor in one of the confederated Com-
monwealths. Among the earliest of these was Edward
Telfair, who was for several years (1786, 1790-3) Gov-
ernor of Georgia. He was born in the Stewartry of
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Kirkcudbright, in 1735, and educated at the Kirkcud-
bright Grammar School. He left Scotland in 1758, to
become agent in America for a commercial house, and,
after residing in Virginia and North Carolina, removed,
in 1766, to Savannah, Ga. where he engaged in busi-
ness. When the Revolutionary troubles commenced, he
heartily espoused the American side, and became known
locally as an ardent advocate of liberty. He was elected
in 1778 a delegate to the Continental Congress, and
served in that capacity also from 1780 to 1783. In the
latter year he was appointed a Commissioner to treat
with the Cherokees, then, as before, and long after, a
troublesome problem in Georgia. Telfair was regarded
as the foremost citizen of his adopted State, and his
death, at Savannah, in 1807, was deeply mourned, not
only in that Commonwealth, but by all throughout the
country who had taken any part in the struggle which
gave the Stars and Stripes a place among the flags of the
nations. His son, Thomas, who graduated at Princeton
in 1805, gave promise of a brilliant career. He was a
member of the House of Representatives from 1813 to
1817, and but for his untimely death, in 1818, would
doubtless have attained higher honors in his State and
in the nation.

A good example of the later Governors is found in W.
E. Smith, who in 1877 and in 1879 was elected to the
Executive Chair of Wisconsin by large popular votes.
Mr. Smith was taken to America when a boy, and his
earlier years were spent in the States of New York and
Michigan. Finally, he settled at Fox Lake, Wis., where
he engaged in business and acquired considerable means.
In 1851 he served his first term as a member of the State
Legislature, and was Speaker of that body in 1871. On
retiring from public life, Governor Smith devoted him-
self to religious and philanthropic enterprises. He was
a member of the Baptist Church, and took a keen in-
terest in its progress, and in all movements for the relief
of misery or for improving the moral tone of the com-
munity in which he was recognized as a leader. Governor



COLONIAL GOVERNORS. ¢}

Beveridge of Illinois, Governor Moonlight of Kansas,
and Governor Ross of New Mexico, are among the
other Governors the Scottish race has furnished to
American Commonwealths.

Turning to the history of Canada, we find that one of
its earliest rulers was Samuel Veitch, who was Governor
of Nova Scotia, and had in many respects the career of a
typical Scot abroad. He was born at Edinburgh in 1668,
and was the son of a noted Presbyterian minister. After
studying at the University of Edinburgh, he passed over
to Holland and entered the College of Utrecht. Al-
though a clerical career had been proposed for him, his
inclinations were for the army, and he attached himself to
the Court of William of Orange, and accompanied that
Prince to England in 1688. Veitch afterward served with
much distinction with the army in Flanders, rose to the
rank of Colonel, and returned to England after the peace
of Ryswick, in 1697. He next attempted to become a
money-maker, and took a deep interest in the Darien
scheme, one of the causes of much ill-feeling against
the administration of King William in Scotland. He
was one of the Councillors of the Darien Colony of Cale-
donia. He proceeded to Darien in 1698, and when the
colony was wiped out by the Spaniards he made his way
to the North, and settled at Albany, where he engaged in
trading with the Indians, and seems to have been fairly
successful, for in 1700 he married Margaret, daughter of
Robert Livingston. TFor several years his most notable
employment was connected with schemes to forcibly
wrest Canada from the hands of the French. In 1710,
in the course of hostilities, he was appointed Governor
of Nova Scotia, and held the office for three years. His
duties, however, were military rather than civil, and it
seems a pity, for the sake of his personal comfort and
fortunes, that he ever saw the province. In 1713 he was
removed from his office, was soon after reappointed to it,
and again was removed without ceremony. Then he
went to Boston and petitioned the crown for a place or a
pension, but without meeting with any success; nor were
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his petitions to the Department of State any more fortu-
nate. He went to England to push his claims in person,
but failed to receive either recognition or recompense
for his services and losses, and he died in London in
1732, a sadly disappointed and broken man. He pos-
sessed great ability, was active and conscientious in all
the duties which fell to him, but he was of a stern and
unyielding disposition, strong in his prejudices and ut-
terly unfitted by a want of suavity in his manner for
making himself popular either with the people or the
Court.

James Murray, fifth son of the fourth Lord Elibank,
who from 1763 to 1767 was Governor General of Canada,
occupies a prominent place in the military and political
history of the Dominion. Beginning life as a soldier,
he early saw service on the Continent of Europe. He
took part in Wolfe’s expedition to Quebec. He com-
manded a brigade at the battle on the Plains of Abraham,
and after Quebec had fallen and Wolfe had “ died victori-
ous "’ the command of the city and its forces devolved
upon him. He at once put the place in order to meet any
attack which might be made upon it. All through the
Winter of 1759-60 he continued his preparations, and
early in Spring found his charge invested by a Irench
force of 12,000 men, under De Levis, one of the most
brilliant of French Generals, while his own available
force was barely 3,000. He offered De Levis battle, and
in the “second engagement of Quebec,” as it has been
called, although he lost his guns and did not break the
investing lines, he only suffered a loss of 300 men, while
the enemy owned up to 1,800. This sally, brilliant as it
was, severely crippled his resources, and he had a hard,
ceaseless, and ever-perplexing struggle to keep the en-
emy out of Quebec. In spite of the great odds against
him, he maintained his position with brilliant success.
But the struggle was a terrible one until the strain was
relieved when the news came that aid had landed in Can-
ada from Great Britain, and the French forces retreated
from before the city. Had Quebec fallen into the hands



COLONIAL GOVERNORS. 97

of the French that Winter the British would have lost
Canada, for the time at least. When all danger was past,
Murray went to Montreal and there joined Lord Am-
herst, and with the capitulation soon after of that city the
French struggle for the retention of Canada ceased, and
it became “ one of the fairest gems in the British crown,”
as some one has truthfully described it.

As Governor General, to which post he was almost
immediately appointed, General Murray made a brilliant
record. Mr. Henry J. Morgan, in his *“ Sketches of Cel-
ebrated Canadians,” says: *‘ During his administration
the form of government and the laws to be observed in
the new colony were promulgated; the many evils that
arose therefrom caused much dissatisfaction among the
French people, and Governor Murray did all in his power
to alleviate the discontented feeling, but with only partial
success. Nevertheless, he won the good will and esteem
of the whole French race in Canada, and lost that of a
part of his countrymen because he would not conform to
their prejudices against the poor natives and those of
French origin.” On leaving Canada, he served in the
army with his accustomed brilliancy in other parts of the
world, and refused on one occasion a bribe of one million
pounds sterling to surrender Minorca. He died in 1704
and was buried in Westminster Abbey, where rest the
remains of so many brilliant Scotsmen whose abilities
made them famous in all walks of life.

Another military Governor of Canada who won a brill-
iant record for his administrative qualities was General
Peter Hunter, a brother of the celebrated founder of the
Hunterian Museum at Glasgow. He was descended
from the same family as Governor Hunter of New York,
and was born at Long Calderwood, Lanarkshire, in 1746.
Choosing the military profession, he soon rose steadily
and acquitted himself with credit in many hard fought
campaigns. When appointed Governor of Upper Canada
and Commander in Chief of the Forces, in 1799, he had
attained the rank of Lieutenant General, and his appoint-
ment is an evidence of the confidence felt in his military
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and administrative qualities by the British authorities, for
the time was one of the most critical in the history of
Canada, and the services of a diplomat were needed as
much as those of a soldier. Governor Hunter’s course
in Canada fully justified the confidence of the appointing
power. He ruled wisely and well, instituted many im-
provements in all branches of the Government, and was
equally watchful over the contemporary prosperity and
the opportunities for future development of the country.
But, while constantly reforming the details of government
and formulating laws and orders which were designed to
benefit the country then and thereafter, and which seem
to have been understood and appreciated by the people,
Governor Hunter kept a close watch on the defenses and
the military resources of his province, and it was while
on a tour of inspection of the outposts of Canada that he
died, at Quebec, in 1805. His career was in every way
an honorable one to himself and his country, and the
words on the memorial erected in the English Cathedral
at Quebec by his brother, Dr. John Hunter, the famous
anatomist, are as truthful as they are fitting: * His life
was spent in the service of his King and country. Of
the various stations, both civil and military, which he
filled, he discharged the duties with spotless integrity, un-
wearied zeal, and successful abilities.”

A volume might be written about the incidents in the
career of Sir James H. Craig, the last of the family of
Craig of Dalnair, near Edinburgh, who became Gov-
ernor of Canada in 1807. He was born in 1750 at Gib-
raltar, where his father held an appointment as Judge.
Euntering the army in 1763, he received his military train-
ing in Gibraltar. He was present at the battle of Bunker
Hill, and thereafter took part in most of the American
campaigns. In 1794, with the rank of Major General,
he went to the Cape of Good Hope, was instrumental in
bringing that settlement under British rule, and was ap-
pointed its Governor. Thereafter he served for several
years with distinction in India, and, as Lieutenant Gen-
eral, had command of the troops in the Mediterranean in
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1805. Illness compelled him to retirc from active service,
but a short interval of rest seemed to recuperate him so
much that he accepted the Governorship of Canada. His
life there was not an enviable one. His constitution was
broken and he suffered terribly from dropsy and a com-
plication of diseases. The country was unsettled, the
IFrench and British did not get along harmoniously to-
gether, and Craig made a few serious errors—errors
which brought upon him much savage abuse. But he
meant well, his honesty and patriotism were unimpeach-
able, and he strove earnestly to benefit the country over
which he ruled. Probably had he been in perfect health,
had sedition been less ripe, had party spirit less blinded
the people to his purpose, he might have succeeded bet-
ter than he did. They called him an oppressor, and in
connection with that charge, directly made, he issued the
following pathetic statement: * For what should I op-
press you? Is it from ambition? What can you give me?
Is it for power? Alas, my good friends, with life ebb-
ing not slowly to its period under the pressure of diseases
acquired in the service of my country, I look only to
pass what it may please God to suffer to remain of it in
the comfort of retirement among my friends. I remain
among you only in obedience to the commands of my
King. What power can I wish for? Is it then for wealth
I would oppress you? Inquire of those who know me
whether I regard wealth. I never did when I could enjoy
it; it is now of no use to me. To the value of your coun-
try laid at my feet I would prefer the consciousness of
having, in a single instance, contributed to your happi-
ness and prosperity.” Such a man could not remain long
misunderstood, and though in some quarters the wrang-
ling and criticism prevailed while he continued at the
head of affairs, (and indeed long after,) the true senti-
ments of the people forced themselves to the front when
it was announced that he was about to relinquish his post
and leave the country. Addresses of regret were sent to
him from all quarters, and on the way to the vessel that
was to carry him across the Atlantic a throng took the
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horses from his carriage and pulled it to the wharf. In the
‘“ History of Canada,” by Robert Christie, is the follow-
ing mention of Governor Craig, which, so far as it goes,
seems a truthful tribute to some of the excellencies of his
character: ‘ Although hasty in temper, he was, like most
men who are so, far from implacable, and as we have
seen, easily reconciled to those who may have incurred
his displeasure. Hospitable and princely in his style of
living, he was also munificent in his donations to public
institutions, and to charitable purposes a generous pa-
tron; and, lastly, we shall mention, though not the least
of his virtues, a friend to the poor and destitute, none of
whom applying at his door ever went away unrelieved.”

In one respect, Governor Craig was far ahead of his
contemporaries. That was in connection with the land
question. He had no faith in the policy which handed
over thousands of the most fruitful acres in Canada to ad-
venturers who applied for them, to favorites who believed
themselves entitled to such gifts, or to land speculators
who grasped what they could, and then made fortunes
by selling their gifts of territory. In 1808, as we learn
from one report, 179,786 acres were ‘‘ granted ” in Upper
Canada; in 1809, 105,624; in 1810, 104,537; and in 1811,
115,586; while in Lower Canada the liberality of the
Government was equally marked. Governor Craig pro-
tested on everyopportunity against this purposeless prod-
igality, and gave the home authorities at least one very
good object lesson illustrative of its result. A new bar-
racks and a military hospital were needed in 1811 for
Quebec, but no site was available for their construction.
The Government had by that time actually granted away
every vacant piece of ground within the walls, and the
Governor could only recommend the purchase of a site.
In doing so, however, he did not refrain from pointing
out the folly of the whole principle of miscellaneous and
indiscriminate awarding of the public lands. To actual
settlers he did not begrudge an acre, but to no others
would he have given a single foot. Governor Craig died
in England, in 1812, a year after he left Canada.
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Sir James Kempt, a native of Edinburgh, was another
noted soldier-Governor of Canada. He fought under Sir
Ralph Abercrombie in Egypt, under Sir James H. Craig
in the Mediterranean, under Wellington in the Peninsula
and at Waterloo, and received many royal honors from
his own and the allied sovereigns. In 1820 he succeeded
Lord Dalhousie as Governor of Nova Scotia, and eight
years later followed the same nobleman in the Governor-
ship of Canada. His administration was an admirable
one, and has been commended on all sides. He found
the country on the verge of rebellion, and he quelled,
gently and without force, all traces of discontent, so that
when he retired he left it enjoying the blessings of as-
sured peace and carried with him affectionate addresses
from all sorts of public bodies. His death took place at
London in 1855.

A very different type of Canadian Governor may be
studied in the comparatively quiet, but none the less use-
ful careers of such men as Miles Macdonnel-—a native of
Inverness, who was born there in 1767, was Lord Sel-
kirk’s right-hand man in the Red River Valley Settle-
ment, became Governor of Assiniboia, and died at Port
Fortune, on the Ottawa River, in 1828—and of the bulk,
in fact, of the Lieutenant Governors of the different
Provinces and territories, before and after Confederation.
Such names, too, as Lord Dalhousie, Lord Elgin, and
Lord Lorne, are indissolubly associated with Canadian
history, and that sturdy Scotch soldier, Sir Colin Camp-
bell, a native of Kilninver, tried his hand at the mysteries
of civil administration as Governor of Nova Scotia be-
fore becoming Governor of Ceylon.

Taken as a whole, the Scotch Governors, royal or
otherwise, on this side of the Atlantic, were fairly cred-
itable to, and representative of, the Scot abroad. One or
two of the royal appointees were more mercenary in their
disposition than anything else—sort of executive Andrew
Fairservices; but only one—Robertson—can be classed as.
arascal. The faults which most of them committed were
due, in a great measure, to the system under which they
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were appointed, or to the measures they were to bring
about and the policy they were to enforce, all of which
were completely at variance with the conditions under
which the continent was progressing. This is illustrated
in a very significant manner, even in the brief summary
contained in this chapter. It will be observed that those
Chief Magistrates who came to the United States—to the
American Colonies rather—to stay, to make their homes
in the new land, to become part and parcel of its citizen-
ship, to throw in their entire future with it, made good
executive officers, and have left records which are equally
creditable to America and Scotland. Such men as Spot-
tiswood, Johnston, Hamilton, and Colden, for example,
still command the admiration of American historical
writers, and now that the bitterness of the Revolution
has long been buried—Iet us hope forever—the fact that
they were at one and the same time loyal to the people
over whom they ruled and to the sovereign they served is
freely admitted. Those who came after the Revolution
were invariably noted for their honesty, their superiority
to mere party spirit, and for their moderation, their wis-
dom and their sturdy adherence to the principles of the
Constitution and of law and order. Carpet-bag rulers
have never been much in favor in America at any part of
its history, not even in the South after the war, in the
reconstruction period, and they are now unknown in the
States, and, with the exception of the direct representa-
tive of the sovereign, in the Dominion of Canada.




CHAPTER 1IV.
REVOLUTIONARY HEROES.

THERE was much in the Revolutionary movement
which resulted in the formation and independence of the
United States to attract Scotsmen to the cause. In Scot-
land the people were by no means intense in their loyalty
to the Orange King or the Hanoverian dynasty, and in
the Highlands especially, the fact that *“ a stranger filled
the Stuarts’ throne ” rankled in the hearts of every one.
Even in the Lowlands, where the majority of the people
were not in favor of the restoration of the “ Auld Stu-
arts,” movements looking to greater freedom under the
prevailing Government were rife. Such movements were
termed seditious and were repressed with all the severity
and cruelty possible. Many of those concerned in these
movements were glad to fly to America, and we can
casily imagine that their views anent human freedom and
the right of all citizens to a voice in the affairs of State
did not change after they had crossed the sea. The close
of the seventeenth century and the whole of the eight-
centh was a period of unrest in Scotland as well as in
Continental Europe, and would probably have found vent
in the end in rebellion there, if not in revolution, as in
France and America, had not Robert Burns crystallized
the sentiments of the people into many of his matchless
lyrics and inspired them with hope for the future in such
reassuring prophetic-like words as those of “ A man’s a
man for a’ that.”

The Scotch soldiers who were settled on grants of land
in the States, as a reward for their military services, were
steadfast in their loyalty to Britain at the outbreak of
hostilities. They still regarded themselves as soldiers of
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King George, and considered, in view of their land hold-
ings, that they were under obligation to continue to fight
his battles when occasion demanded, without any consid-
eration as to the merits of the question which was to be
settled by a resort to arms. The well-known loyalty of
these men and their military reputation drew upon them
—and, to a certain extent, upon their countrymen—the
ill-will of many, and caused some of the patriots to de-
scribe the Scots as being generally anti-revolutionary in
their ideas, although, had they chosen to look around a
little, exactly the opposite truth might become apparent
to them. It was on this erroneous idea that John Trum-
bull of Connecticut wrote the doggerel lines of “ McFin-
gal.” Describing that fictitious hero. Trumbull says:

“His high descent our heralds trace,
To Ossian's famed Fingalian race;

For tho’ their name some part may lack
Old Fingal spelt it with a Mac;

Which great McPherson, with submission
We hope will add, the next edition.

His fathers flourished in the Highlands

Of Scotia’s fog-benighted islands.”

In commenting on this passage, the late Benson J.
LLossing, the latest and best editor of the poem, wrote:

“The Scotch were noted for their loyalty, in this coun-
try, and were generally found among the Tories, espe-
cially in the Carolinas. This fact and the odium that
rested upon the Jacobites in the Mother Country made
the Americans, during the Revolution, look with suspi-
cion upon all Scotsmen. Jefferson manifested this feeling
when he drew up the Declaration of Independence. In
the original draft he alluded to ‘ Scotch and foreign mer-
cenaries. This was omitted on motion of Dr. Wither-
spoon, who was a Scotsman by birth. In most minds
the word Jacobite was synonymous with Popery. Trum-
bull showed his dislike of the Scotch by his choice of a
hero in this poem. Frenau, another eminent poet of the
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Revolution, also evinced the same hatred. In one of his
poems, in which he gives Burgoyne many hard rubs, he
consigns the Tories, with Burgoyne at their head, to an
ice-bound, fog-covered island off the north coast of Scot-
land, thus:

‘ There, Loyals, there, with loyal hearts retire;
There pitch your tents and kindle there your fire,
There desert nature will her strings display,

And fiercest hunger on your vitals prey.”

The bulk of the Scots who crossed the Atlantic, other
than those in the military service, from 1700 till the out-
break of the Revolution, and long after, were discontent-
ed with the prevailing condition of things at home. Some
wonder, knowing the intense loyalty of the Scots of the
'present day, that settlers of that country should have
taken such an active part in the pre- Revolutionary move-
ments in America, and been so ready to throw off their
allegiance; but no one who has studied the history of the
people, particularly in the period named, will be in the
least surprised. The exiles of Dunbar and of Cromwell’s
régime may have had some sentimental regard for the
King they fought for, but the news of his doings after
the * blessed restoration ” crushed it out. The prisoners
of the Covenanting frays had little reverence for the royal
authority and their descendants had none. After relig-
ious liberty had been won, the movement for civil liberty
commenced in earnest and men were sent to prison for
holding sentiments as well as for standing out in actual
cpposition to * the powers that be.” Iven such senti-
ments as ““ The nation is essentially the source of all sov-
creignty 7 and ““ Equal representation, just taxation, and
liberty of conscience ” were deemed treasonable enough
to cause the arrest of their utterers, and such policy sent
hundreds of good men and true acrossthe sea. These
wanderers found in America an opportunity for securing
that religious liberty and that freedom and perfect equal-
ity before the law they could not obtain at home. When
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the Revolutionary troubles began they or their descend-
ants entertained no loyalty for King George or his dy-
nasty; they knew that Scotland had suffered deeply, not
only at the hands of the last two Kings of the old royal
house, but at those of King William * of blessed mem-
ory.” Besides, from the time that John Knox had estab-
lished in the Kirk the most perfect form of republican
government of which the world has yet had knowledge, a
growing sentiment, although in most instances an un-
conscious sentiment, in favor of a republican form of
government for State as well as for Kirk existed in the
country. These are some of the reasons which made
Scotsmen in America, or rather the majority of them, be
as devoted to the principles at stake in the American
Revolution as were any of the native patriots.

Thus, in the highest circle of American patriotism,
among the Signers of the Declaration of Independence
we find the Scottish race well represented. Quite a num-
ber were of Scotch descent, such as George Ross, who
was the son of a Scottish minister, and Thomas McKean,
afterward Governor of Pennsylvania. Two were natives
of Scotland. One of these was James Wilson, a repre-
sentative of Pennsylvania, who was born near St. An-
drews, Fifeshire, in 1742. He was educated at the uni-
versity in that ancient city and also at the Universities
of Glasgow and Edinburgh. After settling in America
he was employed for a time as a teacher in Philadelphia,
and won a high reputation for his knowledge of the
classics. Then he turned his attention to the study of the
law and in due time was admitted to the bar and prac-
ticed, among other places, in Annapolis, Md., and in
Reading, Pa., afterward making his home again in Phila-
delphia. He was a prominent advocate of the rights of
the Colonies, and in the Congress of 1775, of which he
was a member, he strongly advocated independence as
the only possible means of escape from the evils which
had brought the various Commonwealths into such a
state of turmoil and dissatisfaction. In 1779 he was ap-
pointed Advocate General for the French Government in
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the United States, but resigned the office in 1781. He
continued, however, to give professional advice to the
French Government until 1783, when he reccived from
Paris a gift of 10,000 livres in recognition of his services.
He served in Congress in 1783 and 1786, and in 1789 be-
came, by appointment of George Washington, one of the
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States. A
capable lawyer, an upright and honorable citizen, wise in
his counsels, and moderate, yet determined, in all his pub-
lic utterances, we can easily understand that Judge Wil-
son held a high position in the Revolutionary councils,
and how, after the turmoil of the struggle was over, he
should be elevated to a seat on the highest tribunal of
the country and so assist in placing the legal system of
the new nation on a sure foundation. He died, while on a
circuit journey, at Edenton, N. C., in 1798.

One of the most notable figures among the group of
Signers, and said by some to have indeed been the real
author of the Declaration, was the Rev. Dr. John With-
erspoon, President of Princeton College. This great and
good man was born at Yester, Haddingtonshire, in 1722.
He could trace his descent from John Knox in the
female line and on the other side from John Knox's
heroic son-in-law, the Rev. Mr. Welsh. His father was
the minister of the parish of Yester, and Witherspoon
was educated for_ the pulpit in the University of Edin-
burgh. His first charge was the parish of Beith, Ayr-
shire, and there the excellence of his pulpit discourses,
the high standard of his published writings and his nat-
ural qualities as a leader soon won for him a high rank
among the Scottish clergy. In the General Assembly
he became a power on the side of the Evangelical party—
the party that was trying to rouse the Church from the
lethargy ‘into which it had been thrown by the rhetoric,
the phrases, the artificiality of the “ Moderates.” Prob-
ably his work on ** Ecclesiastical Characteristics,” pub-
lished in 1753, and directed against the Moderate party
in the Scottish Church, was the most pithy and pungent
bit of genuine sarcasm which Scottish theological writing
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had up to that time produced, and it proved the literary
sensation of the hour. In 1757 he accepted a call from
Paisley, and, although he had afterward calls from Dub-
lin, Dundee, Rotterdam and other places, he remained in
“ Seestu ” until 1768, when he accepted a demand for his
services as presiding officer over Princeton College, a
demand which when made on a previous occasion he had
refused.

Dr. Witherspoon was a noted man before crossing to
America; he had attained by his preaching and his lit-
crary capacity the highest rank among his contempo-
raries. In America he soon became equally popular and
influential.  Princeton College quickly became, under
his direction, the foremost in the country, and it would
have soon been regarded as among the noted seats of
learning in the world had not the troubles of the Revolu-
tion paralyzed its usefulness, as they did that of all the
higher educational institutions in the country. The college
was finally compelled to close its doors, for around
Princeton the tide of war for a time beat rudely. While
the duties of his assigned office thus fell away from him,
however, Dr. Witherspoon assumed others, which have
given him a commanding place in the history of the Rev-
olution. “ He assisted,” writes Lossing, ““ in framing a re-
publican Constitution for New Jersey, and in June (1776)
he was elected to a seat in the Continental Congress,
where he hotly advocated independence and signed his
name on the Declaration thereof. He was a faithful
member of Congress until 1782 and took a conspicuous
part in military and financial matters.” In 1783 the time
seemed ripe for renewing the activity of Princeton, and
Dr. Witherspoon turned his attention from secular ai-
fairs to engage solely in that work, and he combined
teaching and preaching until his death, in 1704. The
saddest feature of his closing years was a visit he paid to
his native land, primarily in search of financial assistance
to carry on the work of his college. He was deeply
pained to find his efforts in this direction a failure, but the
saddest blow came from the personal treatment he re.
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ceived, mainly at the hands of his brother clergy. He
was denounced as a traitor on every side and shunned
by many who knew him well and were his friends and
allies before he threw in his lot with the new republic.
That sort of treatment was, however, to be expected, and
it seems that even Witherspoon dreaded it when he left
America on his journey to his native land. The clergy
of Scotland at that time (1785) were by no means the
believers in popular liberty their predecessors. were, and
it needed the discipline of the Disruption to bring them,
as a class, once more to appreciate the power and in-
fluence of the people when rightly enlisted and. directed.

Dr. Witherspoon was by no means the only Scottish
clergyman who was active on the side of the Revolution.
There were in reality very many such, and, indeed, it
might be said that the Presbyterians and the great ma-
jority of those then classed as “ nonconformists ” were
outspoken in favor of independence. A noted example
was that of the Rev. John Roxburgh, who was born at
Berwick in 1714 and settled in America in 1740. He
studied for the ministry at Princeton, graduating from
there in 1761, and soon after was ordained as pastor of a
church in Warren County, New Jersey. In 1769 he as-
sumed a pastorate at the Forks of Delaware and held
that charge at the time of his death. He was early dis-
tinguished by his emphatic views in favor of separation,
and soon after the conflict broke out he joined in the
formation of a military company from his own vicinity.
He became chaplain of a battalion of militia and served
during most of the New Jersey campaign. At the battle
of Trenton, in 1777, he was taken prisoner by a gang of
Hessians and brutally murdered.

As ardent an American patriot, although less militant
in his disposition, was the Rev. Henry Patillo, who was
taken to America from Scotland, where he was born, in
1736, when only nine years of age. Beginning life as a
clerk in a store, he studied for the ministry, was ordained
in 1758, and settled in North Carolina. His ministerial
labors were confined thereafter to that State, and among



110 THE SCOT IN AMERICA.

the negroes, especially, his work was very effective. He
ranked as an excellent classical scholar, and his published
volume of sermons prove him to have been a preacher
of more than ordinary power. From the first, as might
have been expected, he was in favor of the complete in-
dependence of the Colonies, and spoke on that once dan-
gerous topic on every possible occasion. He was a
member of the Provincial Council in 1775 and had the
satisfaction of seeing the country fairly started in its na-
tional career long before he died, in 1801.

Another Scottish clergyman deserves to be recalled
here, because he was outspoken in his advocacy of the
principles at stake in the Revolution while still residing
1n Scotland and preaching there. This was the Rev.

(_Charles Nisbet, who was born at Long Yester,. Had-
dingtonshire, where his father was a schoolmaster in
1728. He was educated at Edinburgh University and
became pastor of a church at Montrose. It was while
there that his utterances in favor of the American Revo-
lution were delivered, and his justification of Washington
and his associates was regarded with disfavor by the
leading people of the district and caused him to be con-
sidered as, politically, a suspicious character. In 1783,
when John Dickinson of Delaware founded at Carlisle,
Pa., as a Presbyterian college, the institution which still
bears his name, an offer of the Presidency was tendered
to Nisbet, and he gladly accepted. He was even anxious
to leave Scotland and take up his abode in a country
where his sentiments concerning human liberty would
be regarded as orthodox, or where at least he would
have opportunity of expressing and ventilating those sen-
timents without giving offense. In the Statistical Ac-
count of Haddington, written in 1835, by the Rev. John
Thomson, we read the following summary of Nisbet’s
American experiences: “ Although a man of distin-
guished attainments, he seems to have enjoyed little
comfort and less worldly prosperity in ‘the land of lib-
erty” Although the names ‘college’ and ‘ President’
sounded well, yet he found that his situation was neither
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more profitable nor more respectable than that which his
worthy father held before him. On one occasion he
wrote to his friends that * America was certainly a land
of promise, for it was all promise and no performance.””
This dolesome report was probably sent to Scotland soon
after Nisbet’s settlement at Carlisle, for he had at the be-
ginning some disagreement with the trustees of the col-
lege, and he resigned his position within a few months
after assuming it. The matter was, however, arranged
to his satisfaction, for he was re-elected to the Presidency
and continued his connection with the institution until his
death, in 1804. DBesides acting as President, Nisbet lec-
tured on philosophy, systematic theology, logic, and
belles-lettres. His collected writings were published in
1806, and show him to have been a man of wide reading
and great ability, and a just estimate of his career, and of
its value in the cause of American education, may be
found in the excellent memoir which was published in
1840, by Dr. Samuel Nullis. Long after his death Presi-
dent Nisbet's library, a large and extensive collection, in-
cluding many very rare works, was presented by his
grandsons to the library of Princeton College, so that to
the present day some of the usefulness of his lifetime
may be said to continue in active operation.

Seeing that the clergy were so active in the Revolution,
it is an easy matter to turn from them to those who in the
tented fleld bore the brunt of the struggle and willingly
encountered the horrors of war to secure the independ-
ence of the land in which they were born or which they
had adopted as their own.

One of the most renowned of these heroes was Hugh
Mercer, who was born at Aberdeen in 1721. He grad-
uated in medicine at Aberdeen University and served as a

surgeon or assistant surgeon in the army of Bonnie

Prince Charlie, closing his Scottish military career on the
field of Culloden. As soon after that as possible he
crossed the Atlantic, and in 1747 we find him practicing
as a physician near what is now the pleasart town of
Mercersburg, in Pennsylvania. He was, however, fonder
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of military matters than of his own profession, and he
took an active part in the campaign of General Braddock,
that ended so disastrously for that warrior’s reputation.
In the defeat on the Monongahela, Mercer was severely
wounded, and either wandered from the main force of the
retreating troops or was left behind by them intentionally
as being so near death that there was no use of being
cumbered with him. The business of human butchery
does not inspire men with kindly feelings toward each
other any more than the butchery of sheep invests the
breast of the butcher with pity for his bleating victims.
Mercer found himself alone in the unknown forest, but
with the energy so characteristic of his countrymen in
many like cases, he determined to attempt, at least, to
gain the nearest settlement, Fort Cumberland, about
a hundred miles distant. The journey occupied several
weeks, and each day had its story of remarkable adven-
ture and constant peril. On one occasion he escaped
from the clutches of a band of Indians by climbing into
the trunk of a hollow tree and remaining there till they
disappeared. For his bravery and suffering in this cam-
paign he received a medal from the city of Philadelphia.
Afterward he was placed in command, for a time, of Fort
Duquesne.

Mercer removed, when that campaign was over, to
Fredericksburg, Va., to resume the practice of his pro-
fession. By that time, however, the Revolutionary tide
had fairly set in, and Mercer's abilities as a soldier were
too well known to Washington and the other leaders in
Virginia to allow him to remain in a peaceful walk of
life when sterner work had to be done. DBesides, Mer-
cer’'s own entire sympathies were with the movement
and he was pronounced in his views for independence as
soon as the first glimmer of its light was seen. One
who had already fought against King George in Scot-
land was not very likely to be enthusiastic in his support
in America, even although circumstances led him to fight
under a General (Braddock) who was one of the com-
manders in the victorious army at Culloden. He agitated
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with all his might for the maintenance of the rights of the
Colonies, and in 1775 organized the afterward famous
Minute Men of Virginia. He also put the militia of the
State ‘in readiness for campaigning. In 1776 Congress
commissioned him a Brigadier General, on the advice of
Washington, and he at once took a high place in the
forces of the young republic. His military career was cut
short, however, in the campaign in New Jersey. After
leading the forces in a night march on Princeton, he was
mortally wounded in the battle at that place on January
3, 1777, and expired a few days later. The loss of this
brave man was deeply regretted by General Washington
and the nation, and Congress resolved not only to erect a
monument to his memory at I'redericksburg, but to edu-
cate his infant son. The body of the hero was interred in
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, and the funeral is
said to have been attended by 30,000 persons. Among
the associations represented in the throng was the Phil-
adelphia St. Andrew’s Society, of which he had been a
member, and which still possesses, as its most precious
relic, his sword. The American writers of the Revolu-
tion vie with each other in their tributes to his honesty
of purpose, his valor, and his abilities as a leader, and
the words of General Wilkinson may be regarded as stat-
ing the general sentiment when he wrote: “ In Mercer we
lost, at Princeton, a chief who for education, talents, dis-
position, integrity and patriotism was second to no man
but the Commander-in-Chief, Washington, and was
qualified to fill the highest trusts in the country.”

A much more varied, and, on the whole, a much sad-
der American carcer was that of Arthur St. Clair. This
brave and at one time greatly maligned man was born
at Thurso in 1734, and learned the “ sodgerin’ trade ™ in
the British Army. Ile entered the British service as an
cnsign and served under Ambherst at Louisbourg and un-
der Wolfe at Quebec. In 1762 he resigned his commis-
sion, but continued his residence in America. On the
outbreak of the Revolutionary War he threw in his lot
with the Colonists, and was commissioned Colonel. His

X
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services and bravery were sc conspicuous that in 1777
he was raised to the rank of Major General, and placed
in command of the important post of Ticonderoga. That
post was regarded by many of the most experienced offi-
cers as untenable, and even St. Clair was compelled to
abandon it to General Burgoyne on July 5, 1777. Al-
though some fault might be found with the details of St.
Clair's defense, there was no way of evading the inevit-
able result, for at best the most he could have done was
to delay the further movements of the enemy. The sur-
render of the place, however, was learned with much
disfavor by the American troops, and to appease their
dissatisfaction St. Clair was deprived of his active po-
sition in the forces and tried by court-martial. That tri-
bunal completely exonerated him, and he remained with
the army as a volunteer, gradually winning back by his
services in that capacity his former popularity and in-
fluential position. He served in Congress from 1785 to
1787, and presided over its deliberations in the latter
vear. From 1788 to 1802 he was Governor of the North-
west. His last military service was in command of an ex-
pedition against the Miami Indians, in 1791, when he
suffered a humiliating defeat and lost over 700 men.
This disaster again turned the tide of popularity against
him, and the loud censures then pronounced were more
distinguished by their bitterness than by their logic. A
defeated soldier, defeated under any circumstances, is
never an object of much respect or regard, and although
St. Clair was honorably acquitted of all blame by a com-
mittee of Congress, he never again recovered his former
reputation. When, in 1802, Ohio was admitted into the
sisterhood of States, St. Clair relinquished, or had to re-
linquish, his Governorship, and retired into obscurity and
private life. He was old, poor, and dispirited, and even
suffered, it is said, the terrors of poverty—the most re-
lentless foe of old age. At length, Congress voted him a
pension of sixty dollars a month, and with that his few
wants were abundantly supplied and the evening gloom
was not tortured by the spectre of actual want. The vet-
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eran died in 1818 at Greensburg, and over his grave a
handsome monument was erected several years later by
hiz brethren of the Masonic fraternity.

A type of military commander evolved out of the war-
like exigencies of the time without previous military
training, many more recent examples of which were fur-
nished by the civil war, was Alexander McDougall, who
was born in Argyllshire, in the year 1731, and settled in
America with his father in 1755. He was a seaman at
times, but appears to have learned, somehow, the print-
ing trade. When the dissatisfaction with the home gov-
ernment had nearly reached its height, McDougall be-
came noted in New York as one of the leading members
of the Sons of Liberty, an organization called into ex-
istence by the opposition to the Stamp Act, in 1765. The
feeling of loyalty which the rescinding of that act aroused
did not, for various reasons, last very long. One would
almost think, by reading the history of the time, that
the Home Government really wanted to drive the Col-
onists into open rebellion, and in 1769 McDougall was
arrested and thrown into prison as being the author, or
chief compiler, of an address to the people, which was
decreed by the authorities to be “an infamous and
seditious libel.” His career as a popular hero dated from
the moment of his incarceration. In Booth’s *“ History
of the City of New York” we read: “ A daily ovation
was rendered him by his friends, who regarded him as a
martyr to the cause of liberty. The ladies flocked in
crowds to the cell of the imprisoned patriot, and so nu-
merous were his visitors that, in order to gain leisure for
the defense of his cause, he was obliged to publish a card
fixing his hours for public receptions. He remained in
jail to the April term of the court, when the Grand Jury
found a bill against him, to which he pleaded not guilty.
A few days afterward he was released on bail.” When
war was declared, McDougall went to “the front” as
Colonel of the regiment from New York City. His mili-
tary merit was such that he was speedily raised to the
rank of Major General, and he was particularly conspicu-

-
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ous in the battles of White Plains and Germantown. Be-
tween 1778 and 1780 he had command of the forts along
the Hudson River, one of the most important posts in
the American Army, and f{ulfilled his trust to the entire
satisfaction of his colleagues. In 1781 he was elected to
Congress, was for a time Minister of Marine, and was
sent to the United States Senate in 1783. He died some
three years later, while still filling that position, to the
great regret of General Washington and all who were
associated with him in military or political life.

Another instance of evolution from civil life to high
military command is afforded by the career of Lachlan
McIntosh, who from being a merchant’s clerk and a land
surveyor developed into a Brigadier General. His father,
John Mohr MclIntosh, was head of a small sept of the
MaclIntosh clan, and in 1736 settled in Georgia, with 100
of his followers, on a place to which they gave the name
of Inverness, but which is now known as Darien. Lach-
lan was born at Badenoch, Inverness-shire, in 1727, ac-
companied his father to Georgia, and grew up an enthu-
siastic American patriot. When the war broke out he
volunteered his services, and was commissioned Colonel,
becoming a General in 1776. As a result of a duel, in
which he mortally wounded Button Gwinnett, one of the
Signers of the Declaration of Independence, considerable
ill-feeling was aroused against him in Georgia, although
he was not the challenger in the duel, and was acquitted
after standing his trial on a charge of murder. The
trouble, however, was so serious that McIntosh was
given for a time a command in the West, with headquar-
ters at Pittsburgh. In 1779 he was second in command
at the siege of Savannah, and took part in the defense
of Charleston. When that town was surrendered, in
1780, McIntosh was made a prisoner, and with that ter-
minated his military carcer. He retired to Virginia until
the close of the war, and then settled in Savannah. His
closing years were marked by poverty, and he was un-
doubtedly glad when his period of waiting came to an
end, and he entered into rest, in 1806,
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In many ways one of the most prominent figures in
the Revolutionary struggle was the hero who was known
to his contemporaries as the Earl of Stirling. He was
generally addressed by his title; but he was a devoted ad-
herent of the republic, and the son of a man who was in
everyrespect as ardent an American patriot as he became.
With the justice of his claim to be Earl of Stirling, we
have nothing here to do. He preferred the claim in due
form to the British House of Lords in 1759 and backed
it up with various proofs, notably a genealogical tree
showing his descent from John, the uncle of the first
arl. The House of Lords took nearly three years to
digest the material placed before it, and then decreed
against the validity of the claim. He refused to acqui-
esce in this decision, and continued to assume the title
until the end of his career. The American family com-
menced with James Alexander, who, for lis share in the
rebellion of 1713, had to leave Scotland. He settled in
New York and was appointed its Surveyor General, and
Governor Burnet made him a member of his council.
He was held in high esteem, and, along with Benjamin
Tranklin and others, was one of the founders of the
Philosophical Society of America. By his marriage with
the Scotch widow of an American trader, he had four
daughters (one of whom married General John Reid,
founder of the Chair of Music in Edinburgh University
and composer of the famous song “ Inthe Garb of Old
Gaul”) and one son, the claimant of the Stirling peer-
age and its acknowledged holder in America. He died
in 1756.

Major William Alexander, or the Earl of Stirling,
as he preferred to be called, and as, for that reason if for
no other, we will call him, was born in New York in
1726. After a short experience in commercial affairs, he
became private secretary and aide-de-camp to General
Shirley, then commanding the Colonial forces, and when
that officer was recalled, Lord Stirling accompanied him
to England. His time there was mainly devoted to the
prosecution of his peerage claims, with the unfavorable

o V™
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result already mentioned. On his return to America, he
was appointed Surveyor General of New York and a
member of the Council in New Jersey. e threw himself
with the utmost ardor into the movement for indepen-
dence, although thereby he knew that he dissipated any
chance he might have for a legal acknowledgment of
his claims to the peerage, and started in the war as
Colonel of a regiment. His promotion was rapid and his
military career brilliant. In January, 1776, he captured
a British transport in the Bay of New York with a small
force, and in March of that year he was placed in com-
mand of New York and dexterously fortified the city
and harbor. e was taken prisoner near Brooklyn, on
Long Island, but exchanged, and took part in the bat-
tles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. In
1781, with the rank of Major General, he was placed
in command of the Northern Army, with headquarters
at Albany, and he died in that city in 1783. “Itis a
singular fact,” says Lossing, “that during the War of
Independence, Lord Stirling had command at different
times of every brigade in the American Army, except
those of South Carolina and Georgia.” By his marriage
with Sarah, eldest daughter of Philip Livingston, Lord
Stirling had two daughters, but no son, and so the claims
of his branch of the Alexander family to the peerage
died with him. In the brilliant galaxy of Revolutionary
heroes, he holds an honored place, but his memory is
perhaps now held in greener remembrance for the serv-
ices he performed for Columbia College, of which he
was for a long time one of the Governors.

These soldiers we have just named are all recognized
as leaders in the Revolutionary cause, and their deeds
and lives have become part and parcel of American his-
tory. There were hundreds of others less prominent,
however, but by no means less brave, less loyal to the
cause, less self-sacrificing, or, in a sense, less needful.
That struggle was one in which all who took part in it
had to do their utmost and to fulfill the duties allotted
to them with scrupulous fidelity, and when every man’s
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work was really necessary to success. Among these
now less known heroes mention may be made of Colonel
__John Murray, one of the bravest of men, who represent-
ed Pennsylvania in the struggle. He was born in Perth-
shire in 1731 and settled near the town of Dauphin,
Pa., with his father, in 1766. He commenced his active
career as a military patriot in March, 1776, when he was
appointed to the command of a company in a regiment
of rifles. A year later he had won the rank of Major,
and in 1778 was Colonel of the Second Pennsylvania
Regiment. He continued in active service until the
termination of hostilities, in 1783, having been present
at the battles of long Island, White Plains, Trenton,
Princeton, Germantown, and Brandywine, besides skirm-
ishes innumerable. When the struggle was over he re-
tired to Dauphin County, was appointed a Justice of the
Peace in 1791 and so continued in the duties of active
citizenship until his death, in 1798. A brother of this
hero, James Murray, who came from Scotland with the
rest of the family, served through the war, mostly as
Captain in the Pennsylvania troops.
Another Scottish-American who figured very con-
spicuously in Pennsylvania’s quota of patriots was Will-
_iam Leiper, who was one of the founders of the famous
Philadelphia City Troop, and served with it during the
greater part of the war. He was born at Strathaven in
1745, settled in Maryland in 1763, but removed to Phil-
adelphia two years later, and thereafter made it his home.
He engaged in the business of storing and exporting to-
bacco and the manufacture of tobacco and snuff, and
amassed a large fortune. For years he was looked upon
as one of the most public-spirited of the citizens of Phil
adelphia, and every scheme for the advancement of the
city or for the promiotion of its interests found in him a
liberal and thoughtful patron. The first tramway in
America was laid under Leiper's direction, in 1809, and
as President of the Philadelphia Common Council he
proved a model official by the interest he took in every
matter pertaining to the welfare of the city. He served
also as a Presidential Elector, and was one of the first, if
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not the first, to nominate Andrew Jackson, his beau
ideal among America’s public men, for the Presidency.
Mr. Leiper's later years were spent in dignified retire-
ment, and as he survived till 1825, he had the satisfac-
tion of seeing his adopted country prosperous and pro-
gressive after almost half a century of independence.

William Fleming, who was born in Lanarkshire in
1740, may serve as a type of the Southern soldier. Ile
emigrated when twenty years of age and settled on a
large tract of land at Botecourt, Augusta County, Va.
His property steadily increased in value until, in the
prime of life, Fleming could regard himself as a fairly
rich man. In the district in which he had settled he was
very popular. He had received a good education, was
well read, and was a man of fine appearance, and these
qualities, joined with his fondness for atheltic sports, to-
gether with a commonly credited report that he was real-
ly of aristocratic parentage, his generous hospitality, and
his interest in public affairs, won him hosts of friends.
When the outbreak with the mother country was immi-
nent, Fleming raised a regiment which he afterward com-
manded at the battle of Point Pleasant. Ilis military
carcer ended with that engagement, however, for in it he
received a wound, from the effects of which he never
fully recovered. Colonel Fleming is said by some au-
thorities to have served for a short time as Governor of
Virginia during the troubles.

Of all the soldiers in the Revolution, none had, on the
whole, a more extraordinary career than'James Swamy
who was born in Fifeshire in 1754 and settled in Boston
when a young man. He was for a time a mercantile
clerk, but soon became more noted for his advocacy of
the movement for independence than for his business
abilities, although, as long subsequent events showed, his
business qualities were of a high order. He formed one
of the celebrated “ Boston Tea Party” and acted as an
aide de camp to Gen. Warren at Bunker Hill. In that
famous skirmish he was severely wounded. Afterward
as a Captain in Crafts’s regiment of artillery Swan saw
much active service, and he was in the expedition that
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compelled the British forces to leave Boston Harbor. As
Secretary to the Massachusetts Board of War, as mem-
ber of the State Legislature, and as Adjutant General of
the State, he rendered a series of magnificent services to
the Commonwealth. But while thus winning honors as
a patriot his private fortunes were not flourishing, and,
despairing of meeting with much financial success in the
then unsettled state of the country, Swan retired from
public life and went to FFrance. There in a few years he
accumulated a fortune, and when he returned to the
United States, in 1795, he was noted equally for his
wealth, his charity, and his munificence. In 1798 he re-
turned to Europe and engaged in large commercial
ventures, all of which were wonderfully successful. In
1815 his career was cut short by his being arrested and
lodged in prison on charges preferred by a German with
whom he had had dealings. He remained in durance until
1830, living meantime in a style of the greatest luxury
and enjoying the additional prodigality of a score of law-
suits. A year later he died in Paris. Swan was a man of
brilliant genius, of that there is no doubt, and he pos-
sessed many of the qualities of a statesman, as well as
those of a soldier and a merchant. His pamphlets on the
fisheries of Massachusetts show that he was alive to the
importance of an industry then wholly unappreciated,
while his work against the slave trade, published at Dos-
ton in 1773, demonstrated his belief that all men, black
and white, are born free and equal, long before that senti-
ment became recognized, even as a figure of speech, in
the Declaration of Independence.

It is singular to find that several Scots took part in the
battle of Bunker Hill, and, having just mentioned one
who fought on the American side, it may not be out of
place to recall another Scot, and also another native of
IFifeshire, who was in the opposing ranks—in the ranks
of King George. This was John Pitcairn, son of the Rev.
David Pitcairn, minister of Dysart, and a representative
of the old Fifeshire house of Pitcairn of Pitcairn. John
Pitcairn, when twenty-five years of age, became a Cap-
tain in the Royal Marines, and was commissioned a Ma-
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jor in 1771. He was for a considerable tine stationed at
Boston, and had the reputation of being the only British
officer who showed any consideration for the people in
their frequent petty troubles with the soldiery. On April
19, 1775, he was in command of the British squad in the
famous skirmish at Lexington, generally regarded as the
opening contest in the Revolutionary War. Bancrofit
says: " Pitcairn rode in front, and, when within five or
six rods of the Minute Men, cried out: ‘ Disperse, ve vil-
lains! Ye rebels, disperse! Lay down your arms! Why
don’t you lay down your arms and disperse?’ The main
part of the countrymen stood motionless in the ranks,
witnesses against aggression; too few to resist, too brave
to fly. At this Pitcairn discharged a pistol and with a
loud voice cried ‘ Fire!” The order was followed first
by a few guns which did no execution, and then by a
close and deadly discharge of musketry.” This very cir-
cumstantial story has, however, been denied in most of
its details by other historians, and Pitcairn himself always
averred that it was the Minute Men who fired the first
shot. Seven of the latter were killed, among them being
Robert Munroe, a Scotsman, who as an ensign in one of
the Highland regiments had helped to win Louisbourg
for his country from the French in 1758. In the retreat
from Concord on the afternoon of the Lexington affray
Pitcairn had to abandon his horse and pistols, and very
nearly lost his life. At Bunker Hill he was conspicuous
for his bravery. In the last assault made on the hill he
was the first to climb to the redoubt, which he did, crying:
“Now for the glory of the marines!” but fell mortally
wounded by a shot fired by a negro—the last shot, it is
said, fired in the fight. Major Pitcairn was carried to the
City of Boston, and died within a few hours.. He had
married early in life Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Dal-
rymple of Annefield, Dumfries-shire, and left her a widow
with eleven children. She secured a pension of £200 a
year from the British Government, and her eldest son,
David, became one of the most noted physicians in Lon-
don, dying in that city in 1809, the recognized head of
his profession.
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We have probably said enough about the military he-
roes of the Revolution—adduced sufficient instances to
prove the importance of the Scotch element in it. We
may, therefore, turn to another field—that of statesman-
ship—which was as essential to the success of the move-
ment as the military prowess of the warriors. Had the
advice of the Scotch settlers, or of the majority of the
Scotch representatives of the Home Government, been
taken, there would never have been any revolution at
all—at least at the time and under the circumstances it
did. Alexander Kennedy, for example, who was Col-
lector of Customs at the Port of New York, and in 1750
a member of the Provincial Council, was continually, in
his letters to headquarters, in his reports, and in his pub-
lished writings, urging the importance of the American
Colonies to the mother country and advocating measures
and giving suggestions which, if carried out, would un-
doubtedly have strengthened their loyvalty and added to
their wealth and prosperity. But no attention was paid
to such warning voices. Kennedy, who became Receiver
General of the Province of New York—proof sufficient
that he was a man possessing some influence with the
home powers—was descended from the third Earl of Cas-
silis. He married a Miss Massam of New York, and
when he died, in 1763, left a son, Archibald. This son be-
came a Captain in the Royal Navy, and in 1792, on the
death of the tenth Earl of Cassilis without issue, suc-
ceeded to the Farldom. He had married Anne, sister of
John Watts, at one time President of the St. Andrew’s
Society of New York, and their descendants still hold the
old title and the newer one of Marquis of Ailsa. Anne
Watts lies buried in the Chapel of Holyrood under a
plain flat stone. Omne of the younger sons of this mar-
riage married the sister of Alexander Macomb, who, in
1828, became Commander in Chief of the United States
Army.

The most brilliant statesman of the Revolution was
Alexander Hamilton, who was born in the island of
Nevis, British West Indies, his father being a native of
Scotland and his mother a FFrenchwoman. He learned



124 THE S8COT IN AMERICA.

business routine in a mercantile house at St. Croix, and
when sixteen years of age came to this country with his
widowed mother. He then entered King’s College and
studied law. His public life may be said to have begun
when, at the age of seventeen years, he commenced mak-
ing speeches in favor of freedom, and in 1775 he helped
the Sons of Liberty to carry off the cannon from Fort
George, (now the Battery,) New York. To trace this
man’s career would be to write the history of the country
during its continuance. Ie cerved in the war, in Con-
gress, and was Secretary of the Treasury in Washing-
ton’s first Cabinet. No one enjoyed to a greater extent
the confidence of the “ Father of his Country,” and when,
in 1798, Washington assumed command of the provis-
ional army it was with the distinct understanding that
Hamilton should be his chief associate. His later years
were spent in New York in the prosecution of his private
law business, but he took the keenest interest in politics
and national affairs. 1t was this interest and a knowledge
of the influence he deservedly exerted that led to a dis-
pute with the notorious Aaron Burr and to the latter
sending him a challenge to a duel. According to the
fashion of the time, Hamilton had to accept, and the par-
ties met near Weehawken on July 11, 1804, almost on
the spot where Hamilton’s son had been killed in a simi-
lar encounter a few years before. IHamilton fired in the
air. Burr shot straight at his opponent, who fell, mor-
tally wounded, and died the next day. There was a terri-
ble outburst of public indignation when the news of the
duel spread abroad, and Burr was denounced as a mur-
derer, and for the remainder of his long life was not only
ostracised by society, but was everywhere shunned, and
he sank into obscurity. Hamilton was interred with all
possible honors in Trinity Churchyard. He was through-
out his life proud of his Scotch descent; joined the New
York St. Andrew's Society in 1784, and that organiza-
tion marked the spot where he fell by a neat memorial
stone. That monument has long ago disappeared—re-
moved by relic hunters for the most part—and although
the erection of another stone on the site has often been
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discussed by New York Scotsmen in recent years noth-
ing practical has resulted. It is even doubtful if the ex-
act site could now be determined, so great have been the
changes in the vicinity.

The family of Watts was a conspicuous one in the Rev-
olution, and, like many others, was divided by that out-
break into loyalists and Americans. According to Gen.
De Peyster, the present able and cultured representative
of the family, its American progenitor was John Watt of
Rosehill, near Edinburgh, who settled in America toward
the close of the seventeenth century. His son, John, be-
came a noted figure in local affairs, and, had the Revolu-
tion been suppressed, would have been Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the Colony of New York. He represented the
city in the Assembly for many years and was a member
of Council. As one of the wealthiest landed proprietors
in the colony, he was munificent in his private charity
and in his public benefactions. He was one of the found-
ers and Trustees of the New York Society Library, and
in 1760 was the first President of the New York City
Hospital. In the early Revolutionary struggle he was
noted for his strong loyalist proclivities, and when hostili-
ties began he went to England and there remained till his
death, in 1789. By his marriage with the daughter of
Stephen De Lancey he had a large family. “ Robert, the
eldest son,” writes Gen. De Peyster, ** married Mary, eld-
est daughter of William Alexander, titular Earl of Stir-
ling; Ann, their eldest daughter, married the Hon. Archi-
bald Kennedy and became Countess of Cassilis; Susan
married Philip Kearney and was mother of Major Gen.
Stephen Watts Kearney, the conqueror of New Mexico
and California; Mary married Sir John Johnston, Bart.,,
and, like her father, suffered the pains of exile and con-
fiscation of property; Stephen, the famous Major Watts
ot Oriskany, and John, the public benefactor.” We give
this really correct genealogical record as an examplifica-
tion of the way in which most of the old Scotch families
have spread through what are now regarded as leading
American houses, very few of which at the present day
cannot point to some Scotch name in their family tree.
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John Watts, the son of this expatriated colonist, was
bred to the study of the law, and was the last of the Royal
Recorders of New York, serving in that capacity from
1774 to 1777. As he threw in his lot with the winning
side in the war, a large proportion of the confiscated es-
tate of his father was returned to him and his brothers.
He became Speaker of the New York Assembly—from
1791 to 1794—served in Congress for two years, and in
1806 became first judge of Westchester County, N. Y.
He performed many good services to his country and de-
served all the honors he enjoyed, but his memory is best
preserved by his noble act in founding and endowing
with a legacy that came to him under distressful circum-
stances the Leake and Watts Orphan House, in New
York, a charity which to the present day continues its
beneficent work. Like his father, he showed his "par-
tiality to his ancestral country by joining the ranks of the
St. Andrew’s Society, and in many other ways he demon-
strated his warm heart for the old land. A fine statue of
this patriot-jurist, representing him in his robes as Re-
corder, has been erected in Trinity Churchyard, New
York,-by his descendant, Gen. J. Watts de Peyster. A
more suitable site for such a memorial could not be
found, excepting, perhaps, the corner of Twenty-sixth
Street and Second Avenue, on the grounds upon which
Bellevue Hospital is now located—grounds which for-
merly belonged to his family.

A much less known statesman than any of those we
have yet mentioned, yet a man whose services were of
the utmost consequence to the young republic, was John
Ross, a native of Tain, who, in-his day—a day before the
Revolutionary sentiment developed into war—was one of
the wealthiest citizens of Philadelphia. Ross had learned
the principles of business in Perth, to which his family
had removed when he was very young. lle settled in
Philadelphia in 1763, and soon was noted for his enthusi-
astic advocacy of the principles which were tending to
political independence; and for separation as the natural
and only possible outcome of the entire sea of troubles
brought about by the incapacity or carelessness or arro-
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gance, or all three combined, of the Home Government,
he was decidedly outspoken. In 1776 he was appointed
by Congress to attend to the purchase of stores—cloth-
ing, arms, ammunition, wagons, camp utensils, &c.—for
the army, and his whole business energy and tact were
devoted to his duties in that connection. He was too
honest a man to fill such a position—one of the few hon-
est army contractors on record—and his own means
were liberally placed at the disposal of his office. Ie
proved his patriotism by his bawbees, and cheerfully in-
vested his whole fortune in supplementing the grants
given by Congress for the purposes of his department.
In this way he not only exhausted his own resources, but
found himself confronted by debts amounting to over
£20,000. This sum he had to make good, for Congress
was unable to pay it, and dallied over the matter, as is
customary for deliberative bodies on too many occasions
when real business has to be transacted. Mr. Ross was a
man of great intelligence, and enjoyed the friendship of
such men as Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Rob-
ert Morris. After the war he resumed business in Phila-
delphia, and died in that city in 1800, in the seventy-first
year of his age.

Ancther Scot who did much in his own sphere to bring
about the Revolution was William Murdoch, who was
born at Glasgow in 1720. He came to America with his
father, the Rev. George Murdoch, when that gentleman
was appointed Rector of Prince George County, Mary-
land, by Lord Baltimore. William was a member of the
lower house of the General Assembly of Maryland from
1745 till 1770, and was determined in his opposition to all
tax edicts not imposed by or sanctioned by the people.
e became recognized as one of the leaders of the
House, and it was mainly through him that it was placed
so clearly on record on the popular side. In the resist-
ance to the Stamp act he was particularly conspicuous,
and there is no doubt he would have taken the field to
support his principles had he not died in 1775, just as the
crisis had been reached.

Hitherto we have been dealing with honorable men—
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men who, however much people might differ with them
as to their views or actions, were still entitled to be re-
spected on account of the honesty of their motives and
the uprightness of their conduct, if for no other reasons.
It may be well, therefore, for the sake of variety to recall
one who was a timeserver and traitor, the only one de-
serving of these epithets which the writer of this book has
met with (with the exception, probably, of Gen. Andrew
Williamson, who for his dubious conduct at Charleston
and elsewhere was called " the Benedict Arnold of the
South,”) in his study of the part Scotsmen took in the
founding of America. This was John Allan, a native of
Edinburgh. He was taken to Nova Scotia by his father
when only three years of age, so that on behalf of puir
auld Scotland we may take what comfort we can in the
reflection that the good influences of Auld Reekie did
not have much to do with the molding of his character—
a fortunate thing for the reputation of Auld Reekie. John
prospered in the colony. He studied law, became Clerk
to the Supreme Court, and from 1770 to 1776 was a mem-
ber of the House of Assembly. He cided with the Ameri-
cans in the Revolutionary War, although Nova Scotia
was intense in its loyalty, and he used his position to aid
the Revolutionists against the Home and Colonial Gov-
ernments. He secretly sent them information, tried to
sway over the Indians to their side, and in many other
ways attempted to weaken the influences which held
Nova Scotia aloof from the Revolution, and all the while
that he was bound by his oath and his office and salary
to protect British and Colonial interests. His perfidy was
at last discovered, and he found it expedient to fly across
into Maine. His wife was imprisoned by the authorities
in the hope of learning from her as much as possible of
the extent of his machinations, while his angry neighbors
burned his house to the ground. He seems, however,
unlike most traitors, to have been very well repaid for his
losses and troubles by those to whom he had rendered his
foul services. In 1792 Massachusetts gave him a gift of
22,000 acres of land, (on part of which the town of Whit-
ing now stands,) and in 1801 Congress granted him 2,000
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acres in Ohio. It seems impossible to say a word in favor
of this man’s course. Had he openly avowed his attach-
ment to the principles of the Revolution and, like the he-
roes of that struggle, candidly thrown off his allegiance
to Britain, no stigma could have attached itself to his
memory, but to act the part of a traitor is inexcusable.
This man, in a minor degree, simply played the part
which Benedict Arnold played, and deserves to be held in
proportionate contempt.

Many well-known American families date their rise
into prominence from the part their progenitors on this
side took in the pre-Revolutionary movement, as well as
in the struggle itself, and several of them can trace their
descent clearly from well-known and ancient Scottish
houses. The Rutherfurds, for instance, are descended -
from Sir John Rutherfurd of Edgerston, whose eldest
son fought in America in 1758, and was killed in the at-
tack on Ticonderoga that year, and through him
from a DBishop of Caithness, from whom Sir Walter
Scott claimed descent. The late Gen. Winfield Scott,
who was in command of the American Army at
the outbreak of the civil war, a position which he
attained after a long series of distinguished services,
and from which he retired on account of the infirm-
ities of age, was the grandson of a Scot who fouglit
for Prince Charlie at Culloden and was glad to make
his escape to Virginia. His son, the General's father,
was a determined advocate of separation when the
crisis came, and the General himself lived in retirement
until May, 1866—Ilong enough to learn that the Nation
had emerged from the greatest civil war on record, with
the Stars and Stripes still the flag of the country from
the lakes to the Gulf. Another noted and earlier warrior
of the same name was Gen. John Morin Scott, who was
born in America in 1730 and was fourth in descent from
Sir John Scott of Ancrum, one of the first baronets of
Nova Scotia, descended in his turn from the Scotts of
Balwearie—the head of the house. Gen. J. Morin Scott
was a graduate of Yale University, and, possessing a
ready and vigorous pen, used it with marked purpose in
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assailing the measures by which the British Government
finally drove the Colonies into armed opposition. He
was long a member—and a very influential one—of the
Provincial Council of New York, and in 1776, having
been appointed a Brigadier General, he fought with dis-
tinction at the battle of Long Island and elsewhere. In
1777 he was Secretary of State for New York; for a time
he was at the head of a Committee of Safety when the
exigencies of the struggle left the Government of New
York in a chaotic condition, and he closed a memorable
and in every way honorable career by serving in Con-
gress for three years. He retired from active work in
1783, died a year later, and was buried in Trinity Church-
yard—the historic God's-acre of New York.

But by far the most noted of the Scottish American
families of the Revolutionary period and after, from a
national, State and municipal point of view, was that of
the Livingstons. A family which numbers among its
members one of the greatest of the old Patroons, a Chan-
cellor of the State of New York, a Signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, a Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court, a Secretary of State of the United States, a
Governor of New Jersey, besides soldiers, poets, and
statesmen of all degrees, is surely entitled to be regarded
as pre-eminent. A volume or two would be required to
relate its story, and in this place there is no opportunity
for doing more than briefly indicating what the family
has done to mold and develop the great republic of to-
day. Itis commonly said that the American patriots had
no fathers, meaning by that, of course, that their fathers
were of the comnionplace order and were not worth men-
tioning except as links in a genealogical chain, of no
more importance than the links in the chain supporting
a gorgeous badge of office are to the gorgeous badge it-
self. Dut the Scotch ancestor from whom the American
Livingstons sprung had a life history as interesting as
any individual who ever founded a family, and in many
ways more important than most others. For that reason
we refer to it here, for, although John Livingstone of
Ancrum was not a Scottish-American and never saw
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America, it was not his fault. He made the attempt and
the elements were against him. It is difficult to learn
much about the progenitors of the American Revolution-
ary heroes, to know what manner of men they were, how
far their careers were likely to influence their children,
and the principles which animated them while they were
engaged in the battle of life.  But the character of the
immediate ancestor of the American Livingstons is
known by all who care to read his writings or study the
records of his career and of his opinions, which he himself
and others have handed down to us. In him we find all
the features which made the family in America so promi-
nent in public life. e was a typical Scotsman. He was
steadfast, brave, outspoken, yet cautious. Ie stood reso-
lutely for the truth, sacrificed everything rather than give
up his convictions, and would have preferred passing
through life in the character of a humble but devoted
minister of the Gospel rather than that of the public
defender of a principle which, in the long run, all the
machinery and power of the Government were to be em-
ployed to crush out. His own ambition was to remain a
minister—* a servant in the vineyard of the Lord,” as he
expressed it. Circumstances, instead, forced him to be-
come a leader; to carry on what has been called the evan-
gelical succession in the Kirk of Scotland, after it had
been in the hands of John Knox, Andrew Melville, and
Alexander Henderson.

Robert Livingston, the first of the American family
and the youngest son of this patriot preacher, was born
in the manse at Ancrum in 1654. He was educated in
Holland, with the view of following a commercial carcer,
and left that country for America about a year after his
father’s death. He first tried Charleston, but soon moved
from there and settled in New York State, where he at
once entered upon a successful career. In 1680 he be-
came Secretary of the Commissaries at Albany, made
money as an Indian trader and in practicing law, and in
1686 became Town Clerk of the City of Albany, a posi-
tion he held till 1721. In 1686 he received from Governor
Dongan a large tract of land on the Hudson, the begin-
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ning of the vast territorial possessions of the family, and
this Colonial grant was in 1715 confirmed by royal char-
ter from George 1., a charter which conferred manorial
privileges to the holder of the estate. He served in the
Colonial Assembly for many years, and was once Speak-
er of that body. He had the Scotch * knack ™ of holding
on to whatever he acquired, and long before he died, in
1725, he was regarded as one of the wealthiest and most
influential citizens of the colony.

Robert Livingston married the widow (née Schuyler)
of a minister, a member of the Van Rensselaer family,
and this union brought him into social relations with the
oldest and most dignified Knickerbocker families of the
colony. By her he had three sons and several daughters.
The eldest son, Philip, succeeded to the principal family
possessions and added to them mainly by his success as
an Indian trader, and among his sons was Peter Van

Jrugh Livingston, who was President of the New York
Congress; Philip, one of the Signers of the Declaration
of Independence, and William, Governor of New Jersey.
It was to one of his descendants that Robert Fulton, the
engineer and steam navigation pioneer, was married—a
marriage to which was due the necessary financial back-
ing to malke the Clermont a success. Irom the second
son, Robert, who acquired the estate of Clermont, per-
Laps the most noted branch of the family was descended.
His son, Judge R. R. Livingston, was the father of the
famous Chancellor R. R. Livingston, who administered
the oath of office to George Washington on the latter’s
taking up the Presidency in accordance with the voice of
the people; of Henry B. Livingston, who was one of the
bravest officers in the Revolutionary Army,and of Edward
Livingston, Secretary of State under Andrew Jackson,and
whose services in the acquisition of Louisiana are still
gratefully remembered. Edward was probably the ablest
man of his family after the ancestor of Ancrum, but his
life, on the whole, was too full of disappointments to be a
happy one. One of his sisters was married to Gen. Mont-
gomery of Quebec fame, another to Secretary of War
Armstrong, and a third to Gov. Morgan Lewis, A score
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or more names of other American descendants of the
persecuted Scotch preacher might be named as illustrious
examples in various and honored walks in life, but
cnough has been said to show that the influence of the
humble Scottish manse led to wonderful 1esults in the
New World. Probably no family on record ever.had so
many distinguished representatives within the space of a
few generations as that of this branch of an ancient
Scotch house.

Before leaving the Livingston family we may here re-
call the stormy career of Col. James Moncrieff, who was
related to Gov. William Livingston and other Ameri-
cans by marriage. He was born in IFifeshire about 1735
and was educated at Woolwich as a military engineer,
but seems to have faced the world for himself in the ca-
pacity of Captain of a privateer. He was in New York
when the Revolutionary turmoil culminated in hostilities,
and it was thought that he would throw in his lot with
the Colonists, but he declined to throw off his allegiance
to the Crown. In 1776 he served under Lord Percy on
Staten Island, and two years later was taken prisoner at
Flatbush, L. 1. Afterward he performed valuable serv-
ices for the royal forces at Savannah, and it was he who
planned the defensive works at Charleston when the
British held that seaport. He was commissioned Lieuten-
ant Colonel in 1780, and certainly deserved that recogni-
tion of his endeavors, but it is a pity that his memory
should be tarnished by some grave charges which have
never been satisfactorily cleared away—mnotably one of
shipping 800 slaves from Charleston to the West Indies
with the view of pocketing by the sale of these human
beings. He certainly was a brave man and an able sol-
dier, but he did not seem to impress his military supe-
riors very favorably or to be generally well liked. Of his
closing years nothing is known beyond the fact that he
died in France in 1793.

On the sea the Scots in America, although by no
means as numerous in number as those who took part in
the stirring events on shore, won equally noteworthy rec-
ords. The most famous of these, with a reputation ex-
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tending over the Old World as well as the New, is Paul
Jones, although a very varied estimate of his character is
taken. By some he is spoken about as famous, by others
as notorious, and between these extremes lie very con-
siderable ground for argument and opinion. DBriefly
summed up, his career was as follows: He was born at
Arbigland, Kirkcudbrightshire, in 1747, the son of a
gardener named John Paul, after whom le was named.
His parents were poor, but they kept him in attendance
at the parish school until he was twelve years of age, long
enough to give him a good rudimentary education, and
then he was sent to earn his own living as a sailor. A
year later he crossed the Atlantic for the first time and
visited an elder brother, William, who had settled on the
banks of the Rappahannock, in Virginia, and married a
Virginia girl. He was welcomed there, and possibly the
kindly reception he met with warmed his heart to Amer-
ica. He continued in the merchant service, making many
voyages, among them at least two slave-catching expedi-
tions, until 1773, when, hearing that his brother had died
in Virginia childless and without leaving a will, he has-
tened there to settle up the estate. It was at this time
that for some reason now unknown he assumed the name
of Jones.

He seems to have invested his means in Tobago and
to have soon lost everything by the mismanagement or
dishonesty of agents there. Then he turned planter and
hoped to devote his time to peaceful pursuits. But soon
the rush of events brought the Colonies face to face with
the mother country, and Capt. Jones, as he was called,
espoused the popular cause. In defending his position
he afterward wrote: “1I was indeed born in Britain; but
I do not inherit the degenerate spirit of that fallen nation,
which I at once lament and despise. It is far beneath me
to reply to their hireling invectives. They are strangers
to the envied approbation that greatly animates and re-
wards the man who draws his sword only in support of
the dignity of freedom. America has been the country of
my fond election from the age of thirteen, when I first
saw it. I had the honor to hoist, with my own hands,
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the flag of freedom the first time it was displayed on the
Delaware, and I have attended it with veneration ever
since on the ocean.”

This raising of the flag occurred on the Alfred, one of
the five ships which constituted the American Navy
when the Revolutionary War broke out. Jomnes, on the
first sign of hostilities, offered his services to the Con-
gress, and he was appointed First Lieutenant of the
Alfred. The details of his naval career are so well known,
so fully recorded even in American school histories, that
there is little use in occupying space with recording
them here. They prove Jones to have been a most skill-
ful seaman, an able manager of men, an ingenious tac-
tician, and a brave man. In the course of it, however,
he visited his birthplace and landed a force, with the in-
tention, according to his own letters, of capturing Lord
Selkirk and carrying him away to America as a hostage.
But Lord Selkirk was not in his mansion, and the sea-
men had to content themselves with robbing the premi-
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